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Craig Confair reviews a mock-up of the mounting supports for the Saltillo Station train order signal. – Al Gallo photo 
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THE 43RD ANNUAL FEBT REUNION STARTS TODAY 
 

FEBT’s Premier Annual Event is finally here!  If you have 

not pre-registered, in-person registration is available at a 

lower $25 price and does NOT include the FEBT Reunion 

Lunch Train on Sunday afternoon.  The schedule is fully 

set, as outlined below.  We hope everyone has a great time 

this year, and look forward to seeing you. 
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Let’s not forget the special excursions and experiences available 

separately with our partners at the East Broad Top Railroad.  These 

tickets are available to the general public as well, so be sure to get them 

soon as many will likely sell out. Check out the link here as well as 

schedule below:  https://eastbroadtop.com/events/fall-reunion/  

 

Friday – May 1 

 10:30 AM Northbound to Colgate Grove 

 12:00 PM Northbound to Colgate Grove 

 1:30 PM Northbound to Colgate Grove 

 

Saturday – May 2 

8:00 AM  Morning Freight heading South 

10:00 AM Archivist’s Tour (Sold out) 

10:30 AM Northbound to Colgate Grove 

11:15 AM M-1 Excursion heading South (Sold out) 

12:00 PM Northbound to Colgate Grove (Caboose sold out) 

12:10 PM  Diesel Freight to Colgate Grove 

12:45 PM  M-1 Excursion heading South (Limited seats 

remain) 

1:30 PM Northbound to Colgate Grove 

2:00 PM Archivist’s Tour (Limited seats remain) 

 2:15 PM M-1 Excursion heading South (Limited seats remain) 

3:00 PM Southbound Excursion (Caboose class sold out) 

 

Sunday – May 3 

8:00 AM  Morning Freight heading South 

10:30 AM Northbound to Colgate Grove 

11:15 AM M-1 Excursion heading South 

12:00 PM Northbound to Colgate Grove (Limited caboose class available) 

12:10 PM  Diesel Freight to Colgate Grove 

12:45 PM  M-1 Excursion heading South 

https://eastbroadtop.com/events/fall-reunion/
https://fareharbor.com/embeds/book/eastbroadtop/items/349910/?full-items=yes&flow=517850&from-ssl=yes&ga4t=G-DT6GF2FCC4%2C1282361582.1759200855__1774734011%3BAW-386386228%2Cundefined__undefined%3BAW-10885857409%2Cundefined__undefined%3B&g4=yes&cp=no&csp=no&back=https%3A%2F%2Feastbroadtop.com%2Fevents%2Ffall-reunion%2F&language=en-us&u=5655ca3c-f3b0-4b3c-bbb1-aba8d0b0debe&_gl=1*1wanwph*_gcl_au*NzI3NDY2ODg2LjE3NjcxNTExNTE.*_ga*MTI4MjM2MTU4Mi4xNzU5MjAwODU1*_ga_DT6GF2FCC4*czE3NzQ3MzQwMTEkbzUkZzEkdDE3NzQ3MzQxNzgkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://fareharbor.com/embeds/book/eastbroadtop/items/349910/?full-items=yes&flow=517850&from-ssl=yes&ga4t=G-DT6GF2FCC4%2C1282361582.1759200855__1774734011%3BAW-386386228%2Cundefined__undefined%3BAW-10885857409%2Cundefined__undefined%3B&g4=yes&cp=no&csp=no&back=https%3A%2F%2Feastbroadtop.com%2Fevents%2Ffall-reunion%2F&language=en-us&u=5655ca3c-f3b0-4b3c-bbb1-aba8d0b0debe&_gl=1*1wanwph*_gcl_au*NzI3NDY2ODg2LjE3NjcxNTExNTE.*_ga*MTI4MjM2MTU4Mi4xNzU5MjAwODU1*_ga_DT6GF2FCC4*czE3NzQ3MzQwMTEkbzUkZzEkdDE3NzQ3MzQxNzgkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://fareharbor.com/embeds/book/eastbroadtop/items/349910/?full-items=yes&flow=517850&from-ssl=yes&ga4t=G-DT6GF2FCC4%2C1282361582.1759200855__1774734011%3BAW-386386228%2Cundefined__undefined%3BAW-10885857409%2Cundefined__undefined%3B&g4=yes&cp=no&csp=no&back=https%3A%2F%2Feastbroadtop.com%2Fevents%2Ffall-reunion%2F&language=en-us&u=5655ca3c-f3b0-4b3c-bbb1-aba8d0b0debe&_gl=1*1wanwph*_gcl_au*NzI3NDY2ODg2LjE3NjcxNTExNTE.*_ga*MTI4MjM2MTU4Mi4xNzU5MjAwODU1*_ga_DT6GF2FCC4*czE3NzQ3MzQwMTEkbzUkZzEkdDE3NzQ3MzQxNzgkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://fareharbor.com/embeds/book/eastbroadtop/items/430724/availability/1995035449/book/?full-items=yes&flow=1535575
https://fareharbor.com/embeds/book/eastbroadtop/items/508985/availability/1995036928/book/?full-items=yes&flow=1085534
https://fareharbor.com/embeds/book/eastbroadtop/items/349910/?full-items=yes&flow=517850&from-ssl=yes&ga4t=G-DT6GF2FCC4%2C1282361582.1759200855__1774734011%3BAW-386386228%2Cundefined__undefined%3BAW-10885857409%2Cundefined__undefined%3B&g4=yes&cp=no&csp=no&back=https%3A%2F%2Feastbroadtop.com%2Fevents%2Ffall-reunion%2F&language=en-us&u=5655ca3c-f3b0-4b3c-bbb1-aba8d0b0debe&_gl=1*1wanwph*_gcl_au*NzI3NDY2ODg2LjE3NjcxNTExNTE.*_ga*MTI4MjM2MTU4Mi4xNzU5MjAwODU1*_ga_DT6GF2FCC4*czE3NzQ3MzQwMTEkbzUkZzEkdDE3NzQ3MzQxNzgkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://fareharbor.com/embeds/book/eastbroadtop/items/284675/availability/1995028153/book/?flow=517850&full-items=yes
https://fareharbor.com/embeds/book/eastbroadtop/items/349910/?full-items=yes&flow=517850&from-ssl=yes&ga4t=G-DT6GF2FCC4%2C1282361582.1759200855__1774734011%3BAW-386386228%2Cundefined__undefined%3BAW-10885857409%2Cundefined__undefined%3B&g4=yes&cp=no&csp=no&back=https%3A%2F%2Feastbroadtop.com%2Fevents%2Ffall-reunion%2F&language=en-us&u=5655ca3c-f3b0-4b3c-bbb1-aba8d0b0debe&_gl=1*1wanwph*_gcl_au*NzI3NDY2ODg2LjE3NjcxNTExNTE.*_ga*MTI4MjM2MTU4Mi4xNzU5MjAwODU1*_ga_DT6GF2FCC4*czE3NzQ3MzQwMTEkbzUkZzEkdDE3NzQ3MzQxNzgkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://fareharbor.com/embeds/book/eastbroadtop/items/681589/availability/1995036587/book/?flow=1535575&full-items=yes
https://fareharbor.com/embeds/book/eastbroadtop/items/284675/availability/1995028154/book/?flow=517850&full-items=yes
https://fareharbor.com/embeds/book/eastbroadtop/items/349910/?full-items=yes&flow=517850&from-ssl=yes&ga4t=G-DT6GF2FCC4%2C1282361582.1759200855__1774734011%3BAW-386386228%2Cundefined__undefined%3BAW-10885857409%2Cundefined__undefined%3B&g4=yes&cp=no&csp=no&back=https%3A%2F%2Feastbroadtop.com%2Fevents%2Ffall-reunion%2F&language=en-us&u=5655ca3c-f3b0-4b3c-bbb1-aba8d0b0debe&_gl=1*1wanwph*_gcl_au*NzI3NDY2ODg2LjE3NjcxNTExNTE.*_ga*MTI4MjM2MTU4Mi4xNzU5MjAwODU1*_ga_DT6GF2FCC4*czE3NzQ3MzQwMTEkbzUkZzEkdDE3NzQ3MzQxNzgkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://fareharbor.com/embeds/book/eastbroadtop/items/508985/availability/1995036929/book/?full-items=yes&flow=1085534
https://fareharbor.com/embeds/book/eastbroadtop/items/284675/availability/1995028155/book/?flow=517850&full-items=yes
https://fareharbor.com/embeds/book/eastbroadtop/items/650643/availability/1995035491/book/?flow=517850&full-items=yes
https://fareharbor.com/embeds/book/eastbroadtop/items/430724/availability/1995035450/book/?flow=1535575&full-items=yes
https://fareharbor.com/embeds/book/eastbroadtop/items/349910/?full-items=yes&flow=517850&from-ssl=yes&ga4t=G-DT6GF2FCC4%2C1282361582.1759200855__1774734011%3BAW-386386228%2Cundefined__undefined%3BAW-10885857409%2Cundefined__undefined%3B&g4=yes&cp=no&csp=no&back=https%3A%2F%2Feastbroadtop.com%2Fevents%2Ffall-reunion%2F&language=en-us&u=5655ca3c-f3b0-4b3c-bbb1-aba8d0b0debe&_gl=1*1wanwph*_gcl_au*NzI3NDY2ODg2LjE3NjcxNTExNTE.*_ga*MTI4MjM2MTU4Mi4xNzU5MjAwODU1*_ga_DT6GF2FCC4*czE3NzQ3MzQwMTEkbzUkZzEkdDE3NzQ3MzQxNzgkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://fareharbor.com/embeds/book/eastbroadtop/items/284675/availability/1995028159/book/?flow=517850&full-items=yes
https://fareharbor.com/embeds/book/eastbroadtop/items/349910/?full-items=yes&flow=517850&from-ssl=yes&ga4t=G-DT6GF2FCC4%2C1282361582.1759200855__1774734011%3BAW-386386228%2Cundefined__undefined%3BAW-10885857409%2Cundefined__undefined%3B&g4=yes&cp=no&csp=no&back=https%3A%2F%2Feastbroadtop.com%2Fevents%2Ffall-reunion%2F&language=en-us&u=5655ca3c-f3b0-4b3c-bbb1-aba8d0b0debe&_gl=1*1wanwph*_gcl_au*NzI3NDY2ODg2LjE3NjcxNTExNTE.*_ga*MTI4MjM2MTU4Mi4xNzU5MjAwODU1*_ga_DT6GF2FCC4*czE3NzQ3MzQwMTEkbzUkZzEkdDE3NzQ3MzQxNzgkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://fareharbor.com/embeds/book/eastbroadtop/items/681589/availability/1995039302/book/?flow=1535575&full-items=yes
https://fareharbor.com/embeds/book/eastbroadtop/items/284675/availability/1995028160/book/?flow=517850&full-items=yes
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The M-3 and speeders will also be running through the yard on Saturday, May 2.  Tickets are available at the Orbisonia 

Station ticket window. 

 

The Rockhill Trolley Museum will support the event with multiple trolleys in operation for reunion attendees on Saturday 

from 10:00 to 4:00 PM.  They will be opearting an expanded menu of equipment, so be sure to visit our neighbors for a 

historic electric traction trip on the EBT’s Shade Gap branch.  Trolley rides are included in your reunion ticket, and will 

depart every 30 minutes throughout the day.  Special trips to highlight are the recently-restored SEPTA Car 205 at 11:00, 

a Liberty Liner run at 1:00, and San Diego LRV 1019 at 3:00. 

 

There are lots of ways to enjoy yourself at this year’s reunion.  We will see you at the next stop down the line; the 43rd 

Annual FEBT Reunion. – Al Gallo and Doug Davenport 

 

YOUNG EASTIES PREPARE FOR RAILROADING IMMERSION 
 

With the weather getting nicer and nicer, the 

Young Easties are ready to get back into 

action.  The youth branch of the FEBT will 

have their next session on May 30.  On this 

day they will be in the thick of the action.  

They will be spending the day in Rockhill 

doing track work and taking a train ride.  

They will be surrounded by the sights and 

sounds of a working railroad.  This is a 

bonanza for teens who love trains and the 

EBT.  It promises to be a fun time where 

teens can get their hands dirty with unique 

experiences beyond the digital world. 

 

If you know of a teen (ages 13-18) who 

loves railroads and wants to be a part of 

something unique, encourage them to 

register for the next session.  Information 

about registration can be found at 

https://febt.org/youngeasties or contact Tim 

Schindele at YouthVol@FEBT.org. – Tim 

Schindele 

 

Young Easties receive instruction on track work methods. – Tim 

Schindele photo 

https://febt.org/youngeasties
mailto:YouthVol@FEBT.org
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EBT ARCHIVES RELEASES TWO 

GORDON R. ROTH PHOTOGRAPH COLLECTIONS 
 

To mark FEBT’s Annual Reunion, the East Broad Top Archives and Special Collections is featuring a unique online 

exhibit for May:  images collected and taken by esteemed railroad photographer Gordon R. Roth.  In May of 2025, Mr. 

Roth donated two collections to the EBT Foundation.  The first collection [EBTF.2025.11] consists of photographs that 

Roth collected, taken by his railroad photography cohorts, John Krause, Philip Ronfor, Philip Hastings, among others. 

This large collection of images captures the East Broad Top Railroad’s final common carrier days, and many are featured 

in the publication, East Broad Top:  To the Mines and Back by Ross Grenard and Frederick A. Kramer, published in 1980. 

 

The second collection consists of beautiful color film photos 

taken by Roth himself.  Taking photos of the EBT’s rolling 

stock, employees, and buildings, Roth’s early photos capture 

the railroad’s transition from the common carrier to the 

Kovalchick Tourist Railroad era.  His mid-1960s work, 

commissioned by EBT’s Operating Vice President C.R. 

Wilburn, played an important role in putting EBT on the 

map as a tourist attraction, as Roth’s photographs became 

material for some of the railroad’s first postcards and 

brochures. 

 

The Archives is honored to care for these prestigious 

collections.  As the Archives Technician intern last fall, I 

scanned, cataloged, and physically preserved both 

collections as part of my training with inaugural Archives 

Technician Sammy Bellin.  With these collections, I learned 

how to use the Archives’ scanners and cataloging software, 

and learned about the history of the EBT.  Interested in 

Roth’s background as a railroad photographer, I had the 

opportunity to meet Tom Kelcec, Roth’s collections steward 

and longtime friend, at the EBT’s 2026 Winter Spectacular.  

Through additional correspondence between the Archives 

and Kelcec, the significance of Roth, his life, and his 

photography became apparent. 

 

Roth’s love of trains and rail photography began at a young 

age.  Born in Camden, NJ in 1927, Roth’s family moved to 

Short Hills in 1928, where he started watching the Delaware, 

Lackawanna and Western Railroad trains with his father.  In 

1942, he acquired his first camera, a Kodak Brownie, and trains soon became a favorite subject. 

Roth enlisted in the military in 1944 and left New York City for San Francisco.  After completing basic training, he 

boarded a ship with 5,000 men and headed across the Pacific.  By the time the ship arrived, the war had ended, and Roth 

was transferred to a hospital ship at Sasebo, Japan.  Roth asked about the possibility of taking photographs.  By 1945, 

Roth was a photographer for the Pacific Fleet, capturing pictures of the wounded.  He was then transferred to a submarine 

repair flagship working in Korea, Hong Kong, and Shanghai, where he did ship damage photography.  Roth was 

discharged in 1946.  

 

After his service in WWII, Roth pursued a career in photography.  He applied and was accepted into the two-year 

Photography Applied Science Program at Rochester Institute of Technology (RIT).  After completing his coursework in 

1950, he began his post-graduate career at Kodak.  He worked at Kodak for 5 years and at several other New Jersey 

photography studios before starting his own studio in 1959.  Roth’s company, called Photographic House, specialized in 

industrial and commercial photography and operated in New Jersey for over 40 years. 

 

Gordon R. Roth, Railroad Photographer. – Tom 

Kelcec collection 
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Roth learned about East Broad Top 

Railroad from a notable colleague, railroad 

photographer Donald Furler.  Roth visited 

Rockhill Furnace in 1956 to take photos of 

the freight operations before the EBT’s 

imminent closing.  There, he met C. R. 

Wilburn.  After Roth’s initial visit, the 

EBT was sold, and Wilburn’s efforts 

shifted from freight transport to helping 

ensure the train’s survival as a tourist 

railroad. 

 

Around the same time, Pennsylvania was 

also increasing its focus on railroad 

tourism and planned to open a new 

railroad museum.  With the state still 

undecided on a location, Wilburn felt that 

the EBT, with its nearly pristine 

infrastructure, engines, and rolling stock, 

would be the perfect location.  Wilburn 

must have been initially impressed by 

Roth’s work because he hired the 

experienced photographer to take 

promotional photos, hoping that the 

images would persuade the state to choose 

Mount Union, the northern terminus of the 

EBT, as the site for its museum.  

Returning to Rockhill Furnace for a 

second time, Roth staged photos of 

employees and crew members posed 

around cars, and planned pictures of the 

depot, yard, and engines. 

 

As we know, Mount Union was not 

chosen as the site for the Railroad 

Museum of Pennsylvania, which is in 

Strasburg. Yet, Roth’s photos continued to 

advance EBT’s success as a tourist 

railroad.  Wilburn decided to sell Roth’s 

photos in the gift shop, including 8x10 

locomotive and M-1 prints, and EBT 

scenes on black-and-white and color 

postcards. 

 

Over fifty years later, Roth’s personal 

collection of EBT photographs, postcards, 

and ephemera has come to Rockhill 

Furnace and into the Archives’ 

stewardship.  The Archives thanks Roth 

and Kelcec for arranging this significant 

donation and providing valuable context for the collections and Roth’s biographical history to share with the public. 

 

Please enjoy the Gordon R. Roth Photograph Collections, and Happy Five Year Anniversary, EBT Archives! 

https://ebtarchives.catalogaccess.com/exhibits/52. – Amelia Kasdorf   

Above:  East Broad Top No. 16 2-8-2, Robertsdale, Pennsylvania. 

January 1956. – EBT Archives photo, EBTF.2025.11.76, Gordon R. Roth 

Photograph collection  

Below:  Bird’s eye view of Engine No. 12 on a Tourist Run. – EBT 

Archives photo, EBTF.2025.13.25, Gordon R. Roth collection  

https://ebtarchives.catalogaccess.com/exhibits/52
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APRIL CAMPAIGN-FUNDED ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
 

Progress on the Saltillo Station 

continued, enabled by funding 

from the 2026 campaign.  The 

security system, which will 

include smoke detection and 

monitoring, was roughed in.  

Having this done will allow 

the interior siding to be 

completed.  The metal cornice 

molding for the waiting room 

ceiling was delivered, along 

with replica gooseneck lights 

for the exterior.  Additional 

lumber was delivered for the 

interior chair rails which will 

go in the waiting room, 

agent’s office, and restroom.  

 

Materials for the March to 

Saltillo continued to be 

delivered, with an additional 

truckload of 240 ties arriving 

in Rockhill, completing the 

order for 2400 ties funded by 

the 2026 campaign.  This 

material will be used for 

upcoming track restoration at 

Saltillo and Pogue. 

 

The FEBT campaign funded 

Rockhill coal dock restoration 

project neared completion this 

month with the installation of 

the coal chute cables and 

counterweights by the EBT 

Foundation staff.   

 

Also in Rockhill, additional 

materials needed for the 

completion of Storehouse 2 

were delivered, including new 

8” x 4” center posts and a load 

of crushed stone to level the 

floor.  This will allow 

completion of the first-floor 

stock rack assemblies and the 

exterior siding installation. 

 

The East Broad Top Railroad Archives and Special Collections welcomed April with a new exhibit on their Digital 

Catalog: https://ebtarchives.catalogaccess.com/exhibits/51.  The material comes from several collections:  the East Broad 

Top Railroad Photograph and the Architectural and Engineering Maps and Drawings Collection, the Brent Kenrick 

Collection, the James Kreuzberger Collection, and the David Johnson Collection. 

Above:  Freshly-installed interior siding in Saltillo Station, funded by the 2026 

campaign.  – Mark Reese photo 

Below:  The Rockhill coal dock with fully functional FEBT funded new coal chutes. – 

Brad Esposito photo 

https://ebtarchives.catalogaccess.com/exhibits/51
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Also in April, Archives Technician 

Amelia Kasdorf completed a full 

inventory of EBT corporate records 

and various collected materials in 

the Orbisonia Passenger Station’s 

downstairs vault.  The Archives 

Collections Advisory Committee 

accepted 15 donations into the 

EBTF-FEBT Collections that 

include photographs, EBT research 

materials, and artifacts.  Finally, 

Archivist Julie Fether and FEBT 

Collections Custodian/Museum 

Curator Scarlett Wirt gave their 

presentation called, “You Are Not 

Alone:  Building and Sustaining a 

Regional Disaster Response and 

Recovery Team with the East Broad 

Top Archives and Special 

Collections,” on Zoom, hosted by 

the Pacific Northwest Railroad 

Archive.  Primary funding for the 

EBT Archives activities comes from 

the FEBT campaign. 

 

Your continued support of the 2026 

Campaign will provide needed track 

materials for the March to Saltillo, 

allow the completion of the Saltillo 

station, continue building 

restoration in Rockhill Furnace, 

continue to fund the East Broad 

Top Railroad Archives and Special 

Collections activities, support the 

restoration of locomotive No. 15, 

and support other projects to 

preserve, restore, and interpret the 

EBT.  

 

The 2026 Campaign runs until 

September 30, 2026.  You may 

donate online (credit card and 

PayPal accepted) at the FEBT 

Company Store, 

https://store.febt.org/donate.  If you 

prefer to send a check or money 

order payable to FEBT, address it 

to: 

 

 Karen Bulman 

FEBT Fundraising Treasurer 

P.O. Box 43063 

Cincinnati, OH 45243  

 

FEBT is a designated 501(c)(3) organization and donations are tax-deductible in the U.S. – Dave and Karen Bulman. 

Above:  Newly installed stone and siding in Storehouse 2, provided by the 

FEBT Campaign. – Dave Bulman photo 

Below:  Order for Last Train. April 6, 1956. – EBT Archives photo, 

EBTF.2022.4.478, EBT Photograph Collection 

https://store.febt.org/donate
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APRIL FUNDRAISING UPDATE 
 
The 2026 Campaign made great progress thanks to our many generous 

donors, and one very generous donation of $50,000 from the Rich and 

Caroline Tower Candelaria Foundation.  April donations totaled $78,054 in 

137 donations.  This brings the 2026 Campaign total to $348,420, just 

$1,580 from our goal with five months remaining in the campaign.  

Donations beyond the initial goal will buy more materials for the March to 

Saltillo and support other key EBT restoration needs.  FEBT appreciates 

your help to support its goals of restoring, preserving, and interpreting the 

East Broad Top Railroad.  Thank you! 

 

 

April donors:* 

 Robert Achilles  Joan Adams  Lawrence E. Altoff  John Appleby 

James Armstrong Wayne  Baldwin Roberta Ballard   Donald G. Bayer 

Vincent Bellafiore Charles S. Bender II Casper Bocklage  Alexander Bowser 

James Braum  Frederick Breimyer Kennard Britton   David S. Bucher 

David H. Capp  Joshua Capp  Matthew V. Cesare  Gerald Clearwater 

Keith Clouse  Brooks A. Coburn Bruce Courter   Curtis Criss 

Rowenna L. Cupillari David Currier  Jeffrey W. Damerst  Michael Davis 

Steven Dickey  Dave Dowling  George J. Dvorak II  Frank R. Dziama 

Wade C. Eagleton Stephen Edmiston Ronald Elliott   Karl Erickson 

David Eskelund  Joel Faber  Donald Fenstermacher  Douglas E. Fink 

Larry Fuchs  William B. George Robert Gilbert   Brian F. Gilleran 

Stephen Grado  Stephen P. Handwerk Frank J. Harker   Edward G. Harlacher 

Daniel Harnish  Roger Heer  Charles W. High  Robert Holmes 

Sheldon Hoover  Cliff Howell  Bruce Howlett   Al Hueve 

James & Julie Hughes Dave Johnson  Tom Jordan   Terence R. Kasabian 

Robert Kaufman Greg Kelton  Robert H. Kessler  Victor V. Kidd 

Michael Koch  Lance Koved  Craig & Robin Kumler  Jeff Lakaszcyck 

John LePrince  Richard C. Lind  Dennis A. Livesey  Byron L. Locke 

Albert Louer  Brad Lowans  Robert W. Lykens  Matthew Michael Lynes 

Thomas Lyne  David MacPherson Bill McCourt   Arnold Menke 

James Milheim  Duane C. Miller  Laurence F. Miller  R. Curtiss Montgomery 

Michael Moore  George Morton  Gordon Mott   Tristan Mundis 

Jeffrey B. Nixon Charles F. Ober III Ray M. Oram   Selwyn Parks 

Bradford Phillips Richard Poletto  Brian Poole   Jonathan Scott Procter 

Stephen Puzio  William Reidy  Charles S. Rhine  Allen Rider 

James Robinson  Michael E. Romansky Randy Ross   Douglas Rowland 

Anthony Sallo III Raymond E. Schmitt Alan Senft   James W. Seville 

David E. Sherburn Tom Shiels  Peter B. Smith   Earle A. Stalfort, Jr. 

Jim Stapleton  Dennis R. Straub Daniel Summers  Douglas C. Taylor 

Marlin R. Taylor Gary E. Thomas The Candelaria Fund  David G. Trussell 

Vern Van Voorst Donald Way Jr.  Thomas Weaver  William Weidemann 

Brian Wolfe  Lynn Wolfe  David Wood   Terrill L. Woolsey 

John S. Yoder  Robert Zimmerman 

 

 

* - All donors listed represent donations received between March 22, 2026 and April 21, 2026.  Donations received after 

April 21 will be reported in the June 2026 issue due to press time constraints. 

 

 

 

2026 Campaign Goal: 

$350,000 

April Donations: 

$78,054 

Campaign Total: 

$348,420 – 99.6% 
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The 2026 Annual Campaign began October 1, 2025 and will run through September 30, 2026.  Campaign details were 

revealed on October 4, during the FEBT Reunion.  You may donate online (credit card and PayPal accepted) at the FEBT 

Company Store, https://store.febt.org/donate.  If you prefer to send a check or money order payable to FEBT, address it 

to: 

 

Karen Bulman 

FEBT Fundraising Treasurer 

P.O. Box 43063 

Cincinnati, OH 45243 

 

FEBT is a designated 501(c)(3) organization and donations are tax-deductible in the U.S.  

 

Thank you for your generous support! – Karen Bulman and Dave Bulman 

 

VARYING ASSIGNMENTS FOR THE TRACK GANG 
 

Assignment:  Improve the Main North of Orby 
The great majority of this reporting period’s 

accomplishments have to do with tie installation and re-

spacing in the main track north of Orbisonia.  The 

stretch of track from the sewer plant grade crossing 

(adjacent to George’s Used Cars, on US 522 where it 

bends at the north edge of town) northward to the 

Enyeart Road grade crossing received 212 replacement 

crossties.  In addition to the new wood, an equal or 

greater number of ties which were not changed out were 

re-spaced to 22” spacing, so as to allow for better 

tamping with the railroad’s mechanical tamper. 

 

Assignment:  FEBT Work Weekend’s Three-Fold 

Tasks 
For April’s FEBT Work Weekend on Saturday, April 

11, we were blessed to have nine persons available, 

which allowed us to tackle three assigned tasks. 

 

Dismantling the coal tipple track:  Three of our number 

dismantled part of the coal tipple track, removing spikes 

and taking apart the joints.  This work will allow the 

track materials to be removed from the right-of-way, so 

that fresh underlayment can be applied, after which the 

track will be re-assembled. 

 

Building a new-and-improved crossing:  Another three 

of our number rebuilt the crossing over the Ready Track 

adjacent to the Blacksmith Shop and the Machine Shop.  

The new crossing is wider than its predecessor, five feet 

wide, allowing for the railroad’s golf cart to use it in 

order to better access the buildings for tours and other 

purposes. 

 

Tie installation on Track 6:  The remaining three of our number inserted new ties in Track 6 in the Rockhill yard.  This 

area of Track 6 is adjacent to the standard-gauge PRR boxcar, near the Freight Office.  As others in our number finished 

their tasks, they joined in the work, eventually managing to install 13 ties.  Gauge correction was part of the goal in this 

Ties are mechanically repositioned along Sandy Ridge on 

April 8 to tighten up the tie spacing to 22” centers. – Jack 

Fornadley photo 

https://store.febt.org/donate


13 
FEBT Newsletter Volume 7, Issue 5  May 2026 

 

 

     
work, as most of the gauge was a bit narrow.  This work will 

allow removal of some of the cars that are stored on the track. 

 

Working With First-Class People 
A bit of Army wisdom says this:  “It’s kinda hard to soar like 

an eagle if one hangs around with turkeys.” 

 

If so, then FEBT’s track gang is composed of highly capable, 

highly motived, people (each and every one of them “eagles” 

in my book).  There is great fulfillment and satisfaction in the 

work we do, for, at the end of the day, we can reflect back 

and say to ourselves, “We worked hard today, but look at 

what we got done”. 

 

In this reporting period, we benefitted from the energy and 

dedicated work of 28 of our number.  We are always eager to 

welcome new members to our number.  Since I’ve last 

accounted for new personnel in this column, we’ve 

welcomed the following:  Larry Sell, Arthur Kinch and Ethan 

Hoffer.  Welcome, each one of you! – Gene Tucker 

Above Left:  A north-facing view of the new yard crossing. 

– Gene Tucker photo 

Above Right: Larry Fuchs, Dave Johnson, and Ben Leese 

spike in ties on the main line. – Jack Fornadley photo 

Right:  The Track Crew participants at the April work 

session pose in the Rockhill Yard. – Gene Tucker photo 
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PENN STATE CLASS TOURS ROBERTSDALE 
 

On March 31, 2026, Hong Wu, PhD, brought 17 of her students from the Penn State Department of Landscape 

Architecture to the FEBT Robertsdale Museum.  They were joined by renowned landscape architect Gunther Vogt of 

Switzerland.  According to Dr. Wu, “His work challenges us to see landscape not simply as scenery, but as a living 

archive of geology, infrastructure, and human action.”  The students are not just studying landscaping of suburban yards! 

 

Mr. Vogt was invited to PSU to receive the John R. Bracken Fellowship.  To make the long trip from Switzerland more 

worthwhile, he suggested a “walkshop” (a workshop in the field) with the students.  The theme of the walkshop was 

“Landscapes of Power,” which explored the changes to the landscape caused by energy infrastructure and extraction 

among other things.  Robertsdale was chosen to help the students understand how railroads, mining operations, and 

landscape transformations are connected historically and spatially. 

 

Pete Clarke, Roy Burnham, Steve Jackson, and I met the group at the museum.  After a brief introduction to the EBT and 

the Rockhill Iron & Coal Company (our EBT 101 talk) the group went on a tour of the area.  We stopped at our usual 

sites, but tried to include changes to the landscape in the discussions.  Thanks to the EBT Archives, we found 

EBTF.2022.6.308, entitled “Original Survey Map of the soon to be Robertsdale.”  Though undated, it shows the proposed 

route of the railroad and the layout of the proposed town.  It shows the original location of Trough Creek before the 

railroad arrived.  The creek had to be rerouted to the opposite side of the proposed tracks before work could begin.  Even 

Gene Tucker’s crews don’t do that!  Of course, we pointed out all the hills of boney which became part of the landscape.  

 

The group was engaged, attentive, and asked probing questions.  Certainly, we had a great time showing them around. 

Robertsdale: a living classroom! – Jane Clarke  

 

  

Steve Jackson discusses the Company Square with PSU students. – Jane Clarke photo 
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APRIL VOLUNTEERS 

 

The following members volunteered from March 22 to April 21 in Rockhill Furnace, in Robertsdale, along the line, or 

remotely to support FEBT.  Thanks to all FEBT volunteers for their dedicated efforts to preserve, restore, and interpret the 

EBT. 

 

Bill Adams  Lawrence Biemiller  John Bowie  Sue Briggs 

Dave Bulman  Karen Bulman   Roy Burnham  Dave Capp 

John Catanese  Jane Clarke   Pete Clarke  Chris Coleman  

 Craig Confair  Chris Connacher  Alex Cook  Doug Davenport 

Ray Davidowski Ralph Davidson   George Dvorak  Dave Ebright 

Jack Fornadley  Larry Fuchs   Al Gallo  Lance Gilliland 

Bobby Goldby  Dave Hart   Charlie High  Ethan Hoffer 

Joyce Hoffman  Steve Jackson   Steve Jacobs  Dave Johnson 

Tom Jordan  Brent Kendrick   Butch Kerchenske Greg Kifer 

Arthur Kinch  Wyatt Kindler   Daniel Klinger  Eric Knepp 

Ed Kompare  Daniel Lane   Ben Leese  Doug Linebaugh 

James Loope  Mathew Malkiewicz  Christian McCann Margie McFalls 

Ray McFalls  Bob Meek   Curtis Miller  Jonathan Morningstar 

Richard Morse  Kevin Nolish   Tom Perman  Dave Phillips  

 Rich Poletto  John Quinn   Jon Radder  Lee Rainey  

 Mark Reese  Bill Reynolds   Blake Rimmey  Rick Rourke 

Tim Schindele  Russell Semen   Elaine Snider  Blair Stewart 

Roger Stier   Jim Troup   Gene Tucker  Lamar Tyson 

Dick Ullery  Andy Van Scyoc  Mike Wahler  Bill Wheeler 

John Widmeyer  Norm Wilcox   Rob Willhite  Scarlett Wirt 

Brian Wolfe  Charlie Wootton 

 

APRIL 2026 ROCKHILL WORK SESSION NOTES 
 

We had an excellent three-day work weekend in Rockhill from Friday April 10 to Sunday April 12.  We had a total of 17 

volunteers on Friday, 34 

on Saturday, and 21 on 

Sunday.  We enjoyed nice 

spring weather with cool 

mornings and warm 

afternoons.  Three 

consecutive days allowed 

for good progress to be 

made on all of our current 

projects.   

 

The Combine 14 crew 

continued with final 

painting of step risers and 

window sashes, installation 

of the final side windows, 

and assembly of new 

wooden step boxes.    

Green paint goes on 

step risers for Combine 

14.  – Al Gallo photo 
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On Boxcar 174, the installation of all four poling pockets was completed, and the car is ready for exterior painting 

planned for the May/June work week.   

 

The windows crew continued painting sashes and trim on the first floor of the stone house, and continued restoration of 

the window sashes removed from the second floor.   

The Storehouse Crew completed moving and leveling of crushed stone to form the ground floor surface.  The crew then 

moved to installing new exterior siding.  The new siding was custom-milled to match the original.  Most of the first floor 

north wall was completed by the end of the weekend.  The crew also helped out the Saltillo Station effort by sawing and 

routing 1-inch boards to create the correct chair rail molding.  This material was then delivered to Saltillo.  The 

Storehouse Crew also installed the new replica Shop Superintendent sign that hangs over the lean-to door entrance to the 

office.  This sign now hangs on the original sign pole that was restored and reinstalled.   

 

Left:  Russ Semen and Daniel Klinger complete the installation of a poling pocket on Boxcar 174. – Dave Bulman 

photo 

Right:  Bobby Goldby puts the finishing touches on the window trim on the stone house. – Al Gallo photo 

Left:  Newly installed siding on Storehouse 2. – Dave Bulman 

photo 

Above:  The Shop Superintendent’s sign again hangs over the 

office entrance. – Dave Bulman photo 
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The Next Gen Easties and Brad 

Esposito completed restoration of the 

Blacksmith Shop’s overhead line 

shaft to operation.  An electric motor 

was installed to drive the shafts in 

place of the original underground 

shaft from the main shops.  By the 

end of the weekend the line shaft 

was operating and driving the belt 

driven forging hammer for the first 

time in many decades. 

 

The track crew was busy on 

Saturday, working in three areas of 

the Rockhill complex.  They 

constructed a new wooden cart 

crossing near the main shop 

entrance, replaced ties in the yard, 

and disassembled trackage near the 

coal dock.  See Gene’s article on 

Page 12 for the details. 

 

 

 

While this was happening in Rockhill, the Saltillo 

crew was busy working on the interior of the 

station.   Most of the freight room wall and ceiling 

siding was installed over the course of the weekend.  

Also, the original scale side freight door was moved 

to the station.  This door will be installed in its 

original position in the freight room.  Finally, an 

original EBT train order signal was moved to the 

station to begin preparation for its installation atop 

the station. – Dave Bulman 

MEMBERSHIP BOX SCORE 
The Friends of the East Broad Top 

membership is up to 

2282 

 

 

 

 

active members 

Above:  Wyatt Kindler, Brad Esposito, Alex Cook, 

and Ben Leese demonstrate the first operation of 

the Blacksmith Shop line shaft and forging 

hammer. – Dave Bulman photo 

 

Left:  Brent Kendrick and Craig Confair install 

ceiling boards in Saltillo Station. – Dave Bulman 

photo 

 

Below:  Craig Confair, Dave Bulman, Brent 

Kendrick, Mark Resse, and Chris McCann move 

the original Saltillo freight door into the freight 

room. – Al Gallo photo 
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ROBERTSDALE NOTES 
 

The Reunion starts today.  Get in your car and come see Robertsdale.  Can’t make the reunion?  From now on the museum 

is open every Saturday.  Come when you can.  Frankly, reunion weekend tends to be “organized chaos,” so even if you 

can make it to the reunion you might want to come back on a regular day when things are more relaxed.   

 

Don’t forget to also visit the miners museum.  They will be open this weekend and free to those who have registered for 

the reunion.  Be sure to make a donation while you are there. – Pete Clarke 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Date     Host   Event                    

May 1-3    FEBT   2026 FEBT Reunion 

May 16-17    EBT   The EBT Goes to War! 

May 16     EBT   Trackside Tastes & Tunes 

May 30     FEBT   Young Easties Work Session 

May 30-31     FEBT   Rockhill Work Session 

May 31     EBT   Ice Cream Train 

June 1-5      FEBT   Rockhill Work Week 

June 13    EBT/FEBT/BTACMHS  Descendant Reunion 

June 20     FEBT   FEBT Museum Archives Day 

June 20     EBT   Broad Top Brews Train 

June 27-28     FEBT   Rockhill Work Session 

June 28     EBT   Ice Cream Train 

July 4     EBT   4th of July at the EBT 

July 18-20     FEBT   Rockhill Work Session 

July 18     FEBT   Young Easties Work Session 

July 18     FEBT/BCACMHS Robertsdale-Wood Heritage Day 

July 18     EBT   Trackside Tastes & Tunes 

July 19     EBT   Ice Cream Train 

August 8    FEBT   FEBT Museum Archives Day 

August 15-16     FEBT   Rockhill Work Session 

August 15    EBT   Trackside Tastes & Tunes  

August 16    EBT   Ice Cream Train 

August 30    EBT   Trackside Tastes & Tunes  

September 5    EBT   Clash of the Axemen 

September 10-13   EBT   Central Pennsylvania Ragtime & American Music Fest. 

September 12    FEBT   Young Easties Work Session 

September 12-13   FEBT   Rockhill Work Session 

September 12    EBT   Trackside Tastes & Tunes  

September 14-18   FEBT   Rockhill Work Week 

October 3    EBT   Broad Top Brews Train 

October 10, 11, 17, 18, 24, 25, 31 EBT   Pumkin Patch Express 

October 18    FEBT   Young Easties Work Session 

November 27, 28, 29   EBT   Christmas in Coal Country 

December 4-6, 11-13, 18-20  EBT   Christmas in Coal Country 

 

 
Hosts: FEBT  Friends of the East Broad Top   www.febt.org 

 EBT  East Broad Top Railroad    www.eastbroadtop.com  

 RTM  Rockhill Trolley Museum    www.rockhilltrolley.org   

 BTACMHS Broad Top Area Coal Miners Historical Society broadtopminersmuseum.com 

   

http://www.febt.org/
http://www.eastbroadtop.com/
http://www.rockhilltrolley.org/
https://broadtopminersmuseum.com/
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UPCOMING ROCKHILL FURNACE VOLUNTEER SESSIONS 
 

We are making great progress on restoration projects in Rockhill and other locations, but there is much more to be done.  

We have a dedicated group of volunteers, but we can always use more to help with our many projects.  If you’d like to 

help with these and future projects, please consider joining us! 

 

The next Rockhill Restoration Work Weekend will take place Saturday and Sunday, May 30 and 31, followed 

immediately by the June work week Monday June 1 to Friday June 5.  The remainder of the 2026 Rockhill schedule is on 

our website at https://febt.org/volunteer/.  Please consider coming out to help us continue to preserve and restore the EBT.  

If you are interested in participating in the Rockhill sessions, including track work and are not on the current signup 

distribution, or if you have questions or suggestions about volunteering please contact Dave Bulman, the FEBT Volunteer 

Coordinator, at volunteer@febt.org. – Dave Bulman 

 

 

FEBT MUSEUM SCHEDULE 

 

FEBT Reunion Hours: 

Friday, May 1   10:00 AM to 4:30 PM 

Saturday, May 2  9:00 AM to 12:00 PM 

 

The formal 2026 tourist season hours begin on May 9, 2026. 

10:00 AM to 5:00 PM every Saturday, through October 31, 2026. 

 
 

 

ABOUT THIS ORGANIZATION 

 

Friends of the East Broad Top, Inc. (FEBT) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, historical, and educational society dedicated to the 

preservation, restoration, and interpretation of the East Broad Top Railroad National Historic Landmark in Huntingdon 

County, Pennsylvania.  It was organized in 1983 and now boasts over 2,200 members.  FEBT publishes an award-winning 

magazine, Timber Transfer, and a monthly e-newsletter, and operates a museum in Robertsdale PA, the EBT's southern 

terminus.  See febt.org/ for more information.  

 

 

ABOUT THIS NEWSLETTER 
 

The Friends of the East Broad Top Newsletter is a monthly digital-only periodical.  Started in 2020, it is intended to keep 

members and donors apprised of what the organization has done and will be doing.  The FEBT Newsletter is distributed 

by email to the current list of members and donors, and is a privilege of contributing to the FEBT’s cause of preserving, 

restoring, and interpreting the East Broad Top Railroad for current and future generations.  The editor can be contacted at 

Newsletter@febt.org.  Previous issues of the FEBT Newsletter may be found at febt.org/newsletter.  Press time for 

information submitted is 8:00 PM Eastern time on the 25th of each month.  Events occurring after the 25th, such as 

donations and memberships, will be considered part of the following month’s information.  

 

 

 

https://febt.org/volunteer/
mailto:volunteer@febt.org
https://febt.org/
mailto:Newsletter@febt.org
https://febt.org/newsletter

