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After FEBT Campaign-funded track materials were staged earlier in the year, track work began in March to build new 

trackage in front of the rebuilt Saltillo Station.  This work took place with both the EBT Foundation Track Crew and 

the FEBT Track Crew contributing to the effort. – Matthew Malkiewicz photo 
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Craig Confair installs 

wainscotting on the 

interior of Saltillo 

Station. – Al Gallo 

photo 
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TRACK WORK, TRACK 

WORK (NEARLY) 

EVERYWHERE 
 

Since the last report, FEBT’s track personnel 

have been active at the north end of the active 

railroad just south of Colgate Grove, at Saltillo, 

and in between. Here are the details: 

 

Work South of the Grove 
In the track just south of the Grove, we replaced 

about a dozen ties, and we re-spaced quite a 

number (re-spacing ties to 22-inch centers allows 

the mechanical tamper to access the ties better).  

This work will allow distribution of ballast, 

tamping, relining the track and surfacing. We 

also replaced a number of worn joint bars. 

 

In the Rockhill Yard 
More loads of relay ties that have been paid for 

through contributions to FEBT’s 2026 Campaign 

(thank you for your donations to the FEBT’s 

work!) were received recently, and were 

deposited in the Boney Pile.  On Thursday, 

February 26, six of our number re-sized 400 of 

these ties from standard length down to seven-

foot length. 

 

Brush Cutting in Three Springs 
On the north side of the village of Three Springs, 

there is a small, through-girder 

bridge which will, in the fulness 

of time, need to be the recipient 

of some tender loving care.  In 

order to gain access to the bridge, 

vegetation and brush needed to be 

removed.  A crew of five FEBT 

personnel removed vines, brush, 

and small trees in order to 

improve access to the bridge. 

Above:  The FEBT Track 

Crew tightens track bolts after 

respacing ties between 

Colgate Grove and the Ferry 

Lane grade crossing. – Daniel 

Lane photo 

Right:  Track crew members 

clear brush and overgrowth 

just north of Three Springs. – 

Al Gallo photo 
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Track Construction in Saltillo 
The much-anticipated start of track construction 

adjacent to the new station got underway in the 

week of March 16.  On Thursday, March 19, six of 

our members constructed about 100 feet of the 

station siding.  Then, on the following Saturday, 20 

of our number constructed another 200 feet of 

track, and distributed ties and rail for about 90 feet 

of track. 

 

Upgrading of Track 3 in the Rockhill Yard 
On Tuesday, March 24, we were able to complete 

the upgrading of Track 3 in the Rockhill Yard.  A 

project we started last year, this work involved 

replacement of ties where needed, re-spacing of 

ties where needed, and gauging and spiking.  The 

entire length of Track 3 north of the coaling dock 

has now been upgraded (the portion of Track 3 

north of Meadow Street was redone some time 

ago). 

 

We Can’t Do All This Stuff Without People 
Our FEBT track gang is composed of wonderfully 

talented, hard-working and dedicated people. (OK, 

it’s also true that quite a few of them enjoy a good 

joke or story.)  In this reporting period 31 persons 

assisted in the work described above. 

Thank you, one and all! 

 

 

Rumors of My Retirement Are Greatly Exaggerated 
OK, this is purely personal.  As we were assisting Henry Long, the railroad’s Track Foreman, and Zane Esposito, track 

worker, with putting away tools from the construction project in Saltillo on Saturday, March 21, I was asked, “I am 

hearing that you are retiring (from the EBT and from FEBT)”.  I said in reply, “No, I’m not retiring.  I love my 

involvement at the EBT, and I’m thankful that I can continue to do what I love doing.” 

 

I went home and mentioned this conversation to my wife (AKA my “Adult Supervisor”).  We wondered together, how a 

rumor dealing with something like my retirement could get going.  She suggested that, because I’d given up leading 

FEBT’s Young Easties program this year, and possibly because I was giving away track tools to my guys, that perhaps 

some people had come to the conclusion that I was stepping away from the work at EBT.  That makes sense to me (but 

then, most of what my Adult Supervisor says makes much more sense than what I come up with!). 

 

So, maybe a word of explanation would be helpful:  I gave up leading the Young Easties program this year (something I 

really love doing…working with young people) because I am getting a lot busier in my life outside of the EBT.  I continue 

to pastor a church in the Gettysburg area, and I continue to do track work for two other tourist railroads, doing planning, 

preparing, and also hands-on work…for one of the railroads, I am a track inspector, as well.  Then there’s the matter of 

those track tools:  I came into a trove of tools through an acquaintance, who asked if I could pass along some tools that 

had belonged to a friend, whose husband had died, and who wanted to make the tools available to anyone who could use 

them.  So, it turns out that none of the tools I gave away were my own.  I’m gonna need those for awhile longer (God 

willing).  Now you know the rest of the story.  I dearly love the EBT, and I dearly love FEBT. Hope you do, as well. – 

Gene Tucker 

300 feet of the Saltillo Station siding track has 

now been installed.  Watch for more track 

construction in the area in the coming months. 

– Gene Tucker photo 
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YOUNG EASTIES GET THEIR SEASON UNDERWAY 
 

The Young Easties’ (youth program of the FEBT) first 

session of 2026 happened on Saturday, March 21, the first 

full day of Spring.  It was beautiful weather as five 

energetic teens came with eagerness and left with 

knowledge, new skills, and even more excitement.  

 

The day started with a thorough presentation by Dave 

Bulman about the history of the EBT from its inception to 

present day.  During the presentation, the teens also 

learned about specific buildings, including the 170-foot 

lumber shed, constructed in 1904.  After a safety briefing 

and donning PPE, they headed to the aforementioned 

lumber shed.  Their task was to replace vertical siding on 

the South side. Trains returning to the station can clearly 

see this side and it needed love. With the help of Doug 

Linebaugh and Dave Bulman, the teens helped move, 

select, measure, and hammer boards into position.  As the 

day continued, the teens’ skills quickly progressed.  At 

Noon, they enjoyed a pizza lunch and headed to Saltillo 

Station for a ceremony.  There they saw a small glimpse 

of the future, explored the new station, and watched 

trackwork in action (a skill several expressed they are 

excited to try) before returning to finish their task.  At the 

conclusion of the day, they were treated to a tour of 

Storehouse 1, which left several teens with their jaws on 

the floor and minds blown by the authenticity and 

originality of its interior treasures.  It was a great day and 

a fantastic way to kick off the Young Easties program. 

 

The next Young Easties session 

is Saturday, May 30.  If you 

know a teenager ages 13-17, 

encourage them to join us for a 

fascinating, mind blowing, and 

skill building day.  More 

information can be found at 

https://febt.org/  or email 

YouthVol@FEBT.org. – Tim 

Schindele 

 

Above:  A Young Eastie 

installs boards on the 

lumber shed. – Tim 

Schindele photo 

 

Left:  The group of Young 

Easties pose by the work 

they completed during the 

March 2026 session. – Tim 

Schindele photo 

https://febt.org/
mailto:YouthVol@FEBT.org


6 
FEBT Newsletter Volume 7, Issue 4  April 2026 

 

 

FINAL COUNTDOWN TO THE 43RD ANNUAL FEBT REUNION 
 

We are less than one month away from this year's edition of FEBT’s Premier Annual Event on May 1, 2, and 3. And kick-

starting this article, we do have an announcement to make.  In-person registration will be available at this year's event as 

in years past, however it will be at a lower $25 price and does NOT include the FEBT Reunion Lunch Train on Sunday 

afternoon.  

 

Registration is still on sale by logging into https://store.febt.org with an active FEBT Membership and will continue to be 

so for the same great price of $40 per person until Sunday, April 26, 2026.  Remember, the FEBT Reunion is a members 

only event and any guests you buy tickets for must also be an FEBT member, either on their own or covered by your 

family membership.  Additionally, be sure to include any guest names in the comments section of your order.   

 

 
 

With the way that Reunion has grown over the last few years, this year we’re going to need more help than ever before. 

So if you want to be a part of making the FEBT Reunion even better this year, be sure to fill out this google form at: 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdL_7uucx3bB68GKjhTeukiKVC97a1XI0EQbHb1B3XaWHpIcA/viewform

?usp=header   

 

It should be noted, FEBT Reunion Volunteers still need to register for reunion as normal, however we are working on an 

appropriate thank you/gift for those who volunteer their time for the event. 

 

Moving on to the FEBT Schedule, it is now final, with the latest changes including the presentation on Friday evening 

being decided and the addition of the largest FEBT Panel to date on Saturday evening. That’s right, we will have 6 to 8 

panelists taking part in a panel that will be at least an hour and half long, include an intermission, and cover 

EVERYTHING going on with the East Broad Top. 

 

Friday - May 1, 2026 

10:00 AM to 4:00 PM  Registration Pick Up at the historic Robertsdale Depot  

10:00 AM to 4:30 PM   FEBT’s Robertsdale Museum Open  

-  Regular Tours offered frequently, extended mine tour, new exhibit opening, 

speeder rides 

5:00 PM to 5:30 PM  Reunion Kickoff at Robertsdale Fire hall 

6:00 PM to 7:00 PM   FEBT Annual Business Meeting at Robertsdale Fire hall  

7:00 PM to 8:00 PM  Panel #1 - 6 years of EBT Restoration with Brad Esposito 

https://store.febt.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdL_7uucx3bB68GKjhTeukiKVC97a1XI0EQbHb1B3XaWHpIcA/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdL_7uucx3bB68GKjhTeukiKVC97a1XI0EQbHb1B3XaWHpIcA/viewform?usp=header
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Saturday - May 2, 2026  

8:00 AM to 10:00 AM   Open House of the Rockhill Furnace Yard  

9:00 AM to 12:00 PM  FEBT’s Robertsdale Museum Open - Extended Mine Tour 

9:00 AM to 4:00 PM   Archives Baggage Room Dispaly 

10:00 AM to 4:00 PM   Vendors, Contests, Silent Auction at Rockhill Elementary  

5:30 PM to 6:00 PM   Feature Auction at Rockhill Elementary  

6:00 PM to 7:00 PM   Panel #2 - EBT Archives and Special Collections Presentation 

7:00 PM to 8:30 PM  Panel #3 - Everything EBT 

 

Sunday - May 3, 2026 

9:00 AM to 12:00 PM   An event at the Saltillo Station 

1:30 PM to 5:00 PM   FEBT Reunion Lunch Train 

 

 

And let’s not forget the special excursions and experiences available separately with our partners at the East Broad Top 

Railroad.  These tickets are available to the general public as well so be sure to get them soon as many will likely sell out. 

Check out the link here as well as schedule below:  https://eastbroadtop.com/events/fall-reunion/  

 

Friday - May 1 

 10:30 AM  Northbound to Colgate Grove 

 12:00 PM  Northbound to Colgate Grove 

1:30 PM  Northbound to Colgate Grove (Coach class sold out)  

 

Saturday - May 2 

8:00 AM   Morning Freight heading South 

10:00 AM  Archivists Tour (Limited seats remaining) 

10:30 AM  Northbound to Colgate Grove 

11:15 AM  M-1 Excursion heading South 

12:00 PM  Northbound to Colgate Grove 

12:10 PM   Diesel Freight to Colgate Grove 

12:45 PM   M-1 Excursion heading South 

1:30 PM  Northbound to Colgate Grove 

2:00 PM  Archivists Tour  

2:15 PM  M-1 Excursion heading South 

3:00 PM  Southbound Excursion (Caboose class sold out) 

 

Sunday - May 3 

8:00 AM   Morning Freight heading South 

11:15 AM  M-1 Excursion heading South 

12:10 PM   Diesel Freight to Colgate Grove 

12:45 PM   M-1 Excursion heading South 

 

The M-3 and speeders will also be running through the yard on Saturday, May 2.  Tickets are available at the Orbisonia 

Station ticket window. 

 

The Rockhill Trolley Museum will support the event with multiple trolleys in operation for reunion attendees on Saturday 

from 10:00 to 4:20 PM.  They will be opearting an expanded menu of equipment, so be sure to visit our neighbors for a 

historic electric traction trip on the EBT’s Shade Gap branch.  Trolley rides are included in your reunion ticket. 

 

It’s all coming together and this year's event is getting set to be better than ever.  Pre-registrations are going quickly, so be 

sure to get yours as soon as possible.  And I will see you down the line at the 43rd Annual FEBT Reunion. – Al Gallo  

 

  

https://eastbroadtop.com/events/fall-reunion/
https://fareharbor.com/embeds/book/eastbroadtop/items/349910/?full-items=yes&flow=517850&from-ssl=yes&ga4t=G-DT6GF2FCC4%2C1282361582.1759200855__1774734011%3BAW-386386228%2Cundefined__undefined%3BAW-10885857409%2Cundefined__undefined%3B&g4=yes&cp=no&csp=no&back=https%3A%2F%2Feastbroadtop.com%2Fevents%2Ffall-reunion%2F&language=en-us&u=5655ca3c-f3b0-4b3c-bbb1-aba8d0b0debe&_gl=1*1wanwph*_gcl_au*NzI3NDY2ODg2LjE3NjcxNTExNTE.*_ga*MTI4MjM2MTU4Mi4xNzU5MjAwODU1*_ga_DT6GF2FCC4*czE3NzQ3MzQwMTEkbzUkZzEkdDE3NzQ3MzQxNzgkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://fareharbor.com/embeds/book/eastbroadtop/items/349910/?full-items=yes&flow=517850&from-ssl=yes&ga4t=G-DT6GF2FCC4%2C1282361582.1759200855__1774734011%3BAW-386386228%2Cundefined__undefined%3BAW-10885857409%2Cundefined__undefined%3B&g4=yes&cp=no&csp=no&back=https%3A%2F%2Feastbroadtop.com%2Fevents%2Ffall-reunion%2F&language=en-us&u=5655ca3c-f3b0-4b3c-bbb1-aba8d0b0debe&_gl=1*1wanwph*_gcl_au*NzI3NDY2ODg2LjE3NjcxNTExNTE.*_ga*MTI4MjM2MTU4Mi4xNzU5MjAwODU1*_ga_DT6GF2FCC4*czE3NzQ3MzQwMTEkbzUkZzEkdDE3NzQ3MzQxNzgkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://fareharbor.com/embeds/book/eastbroadtop/items/349910/?full-items=yes&flow=517850&from-ssl=yes&ga4t=G-DT6GF2FCC4%2C1282361582.1759200855__1774734011%3BAW-386386228%2Cundefined__undefined%3BAW-10885857409%2Cundefined__undefined%3B&g4=yes&cp=no&csp=no&back=https%3A%2F%2Feastbroadtop.com%2Fevents%2Ffall-reunion%2F&language=en-us&u=5655ca3c-f3b0-4b3c-bbb1-aba8d0b0debe&_gl=1*1wanwph*_gcl_au*NzI3NDY2ODg2LjE3NjcxNTExNTE.*_ga*MTI4MjM2MTU4Mi4xNzU5MjAwODU1*_ga_DT6GF2FCC4*czE3NzQ3MzQwMTEkbzUkZzEkdDE3NzQ3MzQxNzgkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://fareharbor.com/embeds/book/eastbroadtop/items/430724/availability/1995035449/book/?full-items=yes&flow=1535575
https://fareharbor.com/embeds/book/eastbroadtop/items/508985/availability/1995036928/book/?full-items=yes&flow=1085534
https://fareharbor.com/embeds/book/eastbroadtop/items/349910/?full-items=yes&flow=517850&from-ssl=yes&ga4t=G-DT6GF2FCC4%2C1282361582.1759200855__1774734011%3BAW-386386228%2Cundefined__undefined%3BAW-10885857409%2Cundefined__undefined%3B&g4=yes&cp=no&csp=no&back=https%3A%2F%2Feastbroadtop.com%2Fevents%2Ffall-reunion%2F&language=en-us&u=5655ca3c-f3b0-4b3c-bbb1-aba8d0b0debe&_gl=1*1wanwph*_gcl_au*NzI3NDY2ODg2LjE3NjcxNTExNTE.*_ga*MTI4MjM2MTU4Mi4xNzU5MjAwODU1*_ga_DT6GF2FCC4*czE3NzQ3MzQwMTEkbzUkZzEkdDE3NzQ3MzQxNzgkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://fareharbor.com/embeds/book/eastbroadtop/items/284675/availability/1995028153/book/?flow=517850&full-items=yes
https://fareharbor.com/embeds/book/eastbroadtop/items/349910/?full-items=yes&flow=517850&from-ssl=yes&ga4t=G-DT6GF2FCC4%2C1282361582.1759200855__1774734011%3BAW-386386228%2Cundefined__undefined%3BAW-10885857409%2Cundefined__undefined%3B&g4=yes&cp=no&csp=no&back=https%3A%2F%2Feastbroadtop.com%2Fevents%2Ffall-reunion%2F&language=en-us&u=5655ca3c-f3b0-4b3c-bbb1-aba8d0b0debe&_gl=1*1wanwph*_gcl_au*NzI3NDY2ODg2LjE3NjcxNTExNTE.*_ga*MTI4MjM2MTU4Mi4xNzU5MjAwODU1*_ga_DT6GF2FCC4*czE3NzQ3MzQwMTEkbzUkZzEkdDE3NzQ3MzQxNzgkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://fareharbor.com/embeds/book/eastbroadtop/items/681589/availability/1995036587/book/?flow=1535575&full-items=yes
https://fareharbor.com/embeds/book/eastbroadtop/items/284675/availability/1995028154/book/?flow=517850&full-items=yes
https://fareharbor.com/embeds/book/eastbroadtop/items/349910/?full-items=yes&flow=517850&from-ssl=yes&ga4t=G-DT6GF2FCC4%2C1282361582.1759200855__1774734011%3BAW-386386228%2Cundefined__undefined%3BAW-10885857409%2Cundefined__undefined%3B&g4=yes&cp=no&csp=no&back=https%3A%2F%2Feastbroadtop.com%2Fevents%2Ffall-reunion%2F&language=en-us&u=5655ca3c-f3b0-4b3c-bbb1-aba8d0b0debe&_gl=1*1wanwph*_gcl_au*NzI3NDY2ODg2LjE3NjcxNTExNTE.*_ga*MTI4MjM2MTU4Mi4xNzU5MjAwODU1*_ga_DT6GF2FCC4*czE3NzQ3MzQwMTEkbzUkZzEkdDE3NzQ3MzQxNzgkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://fareharbor.com/embeds/book/eastbroadtop/items/508985/availability/1995036929/book/?full-items=yes&flow=1085534
https://fareharbor.com/embeds/book/eastbroadtop/items/284675/availability/1995028155/book/?flow=517850&full-items=yes
https://fareharbor.com/embeds/book/eastbroadtop/items/650643/availability/1995035491/book/?flow=517850&full-items=yes
https://fareharbor.com/embeds/book/eastbroadtop/items/430724/availability/1995035450/book/?flow=1535575&full-items=yes
https://fareharbor.com/embeds/book/eastbroadtop/items/284675/availability/1995028159/book/?flow=517850&full-items=yes
https://fareharbor.com/embeds/book/eastbroadtop/items/681589/availability/1995039302/book/?flow=1535575&full-items=yes
https://fareharbor.com/embeds/book/eastbroadtop/items/284675/availability/1995028160/book/?flow=517850&full-items=yes
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EBT ARCHIVES CELEBRATES SPRING  

WITH NEW COLLECTION HIGHLIGHTS 

 

For April, the East Broad Top Railroad Archives and Special Collections has prepared another exhibit on the digital 

catalog:  https://ebtarchives.catalogaccess.com/exhibits/51.  

 

The Archives is doing some 

spring cleaning.  To bring in 

spring, we are releasing a 

variety of content cataloged 

last year that has not yet 

been made publicly 

accessible.  The material 

comes from several 

collections:  the East Broad 

Top Railroad Photograph 

and the Architectural and 

Engineering Maps and 

Drawings Collection, the 

Brent Kendrick Collection, 

the James Kreuzberger 

Collection, and the David 

Johnson Collection. 

 

 

A significant portion of 

April’s exhibit is focused on 

Robertsdale and the 

Rockhill Iron and Coal 

Company.  Materials 

include maps and blueprints 

for the company town and 

structures (such as houses, 

offices, amusement halls, 

and outbuildings--some 

dating back to the 1870s), 

mine gallery maps, mine car 

plans and track layouts, and 

blueprints for coal-

processing structures.  This 

exhibit also features black-

and-white photographs from 

1955 and 1956, just before 

the EBT’s initial closing, as 

well as a collection of color 

photographs from the 1980s of Stone House restoration efforts led by early FEBT members.    

 

The EBT Archives is a conjoined operating unit between the EBT Foundation and the Friends of the East Broad Top, and 

thanks you for your continued support to protect, preserve, and provide access to EBT history. – Amelia Kasdorf 

Above:  Office Design for The Rockhill Iron & Coal Co. 1873.  – EBT Archives photo, EBTF.2022.6.483, East Broad 

Top Railroad Architectural and Engineering Maps and Drawings Collection  

Below:  17 EBT at Saltillo. 1956. – EBT Archives photo, FEBT.2025.13.2. James Kreuzberger Collection 

https://ebtarchives.catalogaccess.com/exhibits/51
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THE FEBT MUSEUM NEEDS YOU! 

 

Don’t think you are up to spiking rail or rebuilding steam locomotives?  The FEBT’s volunteer program has a place for 

everyone.  The third part of FEBT’s mission statement is, “Interpreting the East Broad Top.”  Last year the Robertsdale 

museum hosts helped tell the story of the EBT to nearly 800 visitors.  That’s supporting one of the vital missions of 

FEBT.  That’s something you could do. 

 

Not an expert?  Wish you knew more about the EBT?  There is no better way to learn about the EBT than to join the host 

group.  Every day there you will be immersed in the history of the EBT and surrounded by experienced hosts who will 

pass on their knowledge to you.  The people who visit Robertsdale are there because they want to be.  They came there on 

purpose.  They share your interest in the EBT.  They want to hear what you have to say, and some of them want to pass on 

information that they know.  It is a very pleasant experience.  At the end of the day, you feel better than you did yesterday. 

 

Being a host has 

other benefits too.  

This year, the host 

group took an end-

to-end driving tour 

of the line, 

including branches 

and spots many had 

never been before.  

At the end of last 

season, the railroad 

allowed us access to 

the complete active 

mainline for two 

days of railbike 

rides, to Colgate 

Grove (and back), 

the next day to 

Pogue (and back).  

FEBT President 

Andy Van Scyoc 

gave us a 

personalized tour of 

the Rockhill Shops 

Complex to 

highlight FEBT’s 

contributions to 

rebuilding the 

railroad, followed 

by a potluck 

evening dinner.  In 

past years, we have walked south from Woodvale, walked north from Robertsdale, and walked from Coles to Kimmel.  

(Always with permission from the railroad.  Never go on railroad property without permission.)  One year we took a 

trolley ride, a train ride, and then had dinner at a local restaurant.  Other years we’ve had cookout lunches and dinners.  

We hosts find lots of ways to celebrate together. 

 

One host tells me time and again, “Every day I spend in Robertsdale is a good day.”  Why not join the team?  If you think 

this might be for you, or are just curious to hear more, consider attending a training session.  There’s no commitment, and 

worst case you’ll meet some great people and learn a lot.  Our host training sessions are scheduled for Friday, April 17 

and Saturday, April 18.  Email me at febt@aol.com  to reserve a spot! – Pete Clark 

  

FEBT Museum hosts take in the Aughwick Mills Bridge during their driving tour of the EBT in 

March 2026. – Jane Clarke photo 

mailto:febt@aol.com
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ROBERTSDALE IS READY FOR TOURIST SEASON 
 

By the time you get this, the museum will already have been open twice.  One was a “regular” day and one day we opened 

for a special group visit.  Yes, that’s right, if you can’t make it on a regular Saturday that we are open, we can still open 

the museum for your group.  Yes, we do expect your group to make a donation.  Contact me for more information or to 

discuss your plan.  You can reach me at febt@aol.com.  

 

Just recently we have put the big Robertsdale sign back out on the station, cleaned the museum, updated the gift shop 

price list (not higher, but to add the new items), made more progress on the station door, and started re-installing the 

temporary walking tour signs and handicapped parking area signs.  Scarlett’s at work on new displays.  Kevin is at work 

on the library.  Roy’s collecting parts for the railbikes.  Jane is leading the charge on planning special days and events.  

On March 9, Doug Linebaugh led a team that included Frank Dziama, Tom Hesketh, Steve Jackson, and Rickie Rourke, 

who worked on extending the walking path on the wye and removed some small trees that were growing out of the 

cleaning plant retaining wall.  Those trees would eventually have destroyed that wall, so I’m glad they spotted that danger 

and fixed it.  (Note: Please only use the walking path with a museum host, otherwise you are trespassing.)  You’d almost 

think that Robertsdale is a beehive of activity.  You might not be wrong.  Everyone is working to make this year the best 

year ever for you to visit Robertsdale.   

 

  

I’ve always resisted listing any of the items we have for sale at the gift shop because some of you are going to want to   

order them.  So let me be really clear; the museum gift shop can only handle on-site, in person sales.  You can’t preorder 

items, you have to come to the museum.  There are still going to be some chilly days, so you might want a nice long-

sleeved shirt (one color, ash, M, L, XL & XXL available) and a knit hat (one size, red, blue, black, brown, maroon, or 

orange).  So, come on down to the museum where you can get a nice shirt and hat like these or pick from the many other 

items we have for sale. – Pete Clarke 

Jane Clarke models the new FEBT swag available for purchase at the FEBT Museum. – Pete Clarke photos 

mailto:febt@aol.com
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ROCKHILL RESTORATION WORK SESSIONS UPDATE 
 

We had two very productive Rockhill work sessions in late February and March.  The first was on Saturday, February 28 

and Sunday March 1.  We had 28 volunteers on Saturday along with some warm winter weather.  On Sunday we had 19 

volunteers with cooler weather.  Prior to the start of work on Sunday, EBTF GM Brad Esposito gave the volunteers a 

behind-the-scenes tour of the roundhouse to see the recently delivered new tender tank for locomotive No. 15, along with 

an update on the tender frame and the locomotive.   

 

The second weekend was Saturday, March 21 and 

Sunday, March 22.  On Saturday, we had a total of 

56 volunteers, including Saltillo track and station 

crews as well as fve Young Easties.  Saturday 

brought perfect spring weather, sunny and mid-70s.  

All of the volunteers, including the Young Easties, 

made their way to Saltillo on Saturday at 1:00 PM 

to participate in the ceremony to kick off track work 

there (see campaign article on Page 14).  On 

Sunday, we had 21 volunteers turn out, with 

summer-like temps in the mid-80’s.  A welcome 

change from the sub-zero temps of early February!  

Over the two sessions, great progress was made on 

all of our current projects. 

 

The Combine 14 crew continued to work on 

remaining tasks including test fitting passenger 

seats, cleaning windows, installing baggage door 

thresholds, and constructing a new step box.   

 

New poling pockets were installed on each corner 

of Boxcar 174.  

 

The windows crew continued restoring sashes for 

the Foundry, painted sashes and trim of first floor 

windows in the Stone House, and removed 

windows from the second floor of the Stone House 

to begin restoration.  Temporary window fillers 

were installed in the openings while the sashes are 

being restored.   

 

Top:  Seats are fitted in the passenger section of 

Combine 14. – Al Gallo photo 

 

Above:  New poling pockets were installed on 

Boxcar 174. – Al Gallo photo 

 

Left:  Charlie High restores a window sash in the 

Carpentry Shop. – Al Gallo photo 

MEMBERSHIP BOX SCORE 
The Friends of the East Broad Top 

membership is up to 

2262 

 

 

 

 

active members 
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The Storehouse crew continued with 

installation of the interior stock racks in 

Storehouse 2, consisting of vertical 

2”x4” posts and metal rods inserted to 

form the base of racks.  At the 

conclusion of Sunday, March 22 

workday, 65 of the 75 total posts were 

installed, and 66 of the total 90 metal 

rods were installed.  A special thanks to 

Next Gen Eastie Wyatt Kindler for 

straightening 31 of the original rods in 

his home blacksmith shop that had been 

bent due to the sag of the building prior 

to the start of the project. 

 

The entire Next Gen team continued 

their work in the Blacksmith Shop, 

completing the repair of the large stock 

rack followed by re-installing the large 

quantity of heavy material that had been 

removed from it.  In addition, they began 

work to restore the Blacksmith Shop line 

shafts to operation.   

 

The lumber shed also received some 

needed attention this month on the south 

end wall, with new roof sheeting 

installed on the lean-to roof, and the 

Young Easties and other volunteers 

replacing missing or deteriorated siding 

(see Tim’s Young Easties article on Page 

5).  By the end of the March 22 workday, 

the south end was looking better than it 

has in decades.   

 

Saturday, March 21 also saw the start of 

interior work in the Saltillo Station by 

FEBT volunteers.  The plywood sub-

ceiling for the metal ceiling in the 

waiting room was installed Saturday, 

Top:  Tom Perman, Stephen Ramirez, 

and Matthew Rueter install diagonal 

bracing in Storehouse 2. – Dave 

Bulman photo 

Above:  Wyatt Kindler straightens 

bent Storehouse 2 stock rack rods at 

his home forge. – Kindler family 

photo 

Right:  Wyatt Kindler, Jared Ughetto, 

Chris McCann, and Bernie Kindler 

move tube stock back into the 

restored stock rack in the Blacksmith 

Shop. – Al Gallo photo 
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along with some remaining framing 

tasks.  On Sunday, wainscotting 

using replica beadboard siding was 

installed in the waiting room and the 

restroom. 

 

The track crew also had a busy 

month (see Gene’s track article on 

Page 3).  On Saturday, February 28, 

they cleared brush on the ROW 

adjacent to the Three Springs bridge 

to facilitate future efforts on the 

bridge.  On Saturday, March 21, a 

large crew of FEBT volunteers and 

EBTF track personnel constructed 

track starting at the Saltillo Station, 

opening a new phase on the March 

to Saltillo. – Dave Bulman 

 

 

MARCH VOLUNTEERS 
 

The following members volunteered from February 22 to March 21 in Rockhill Furnace, in Robertsdale, along the line, or 

remotely to support FEBT.  Thanks to all FEBT volunteers for their dedicated efforts to preserve, restore, and interpret the 

EBT. 

 

Bill Adams  Lawrence Biemiller  John Bowie  Sue Briggs 

Alexander Brown Dave Bulman   Karen Bulman  Roy Burnham 

Dave Capp  Jane Clarke   Pete Clarke  Chris Coleman  

 Craig Confair  Kevin Conklin   Chris Connacher Alex Cook 

Doug Davenport Ray Davidowski  Ralph Davidson  George Dvorak 

Linda Dvorak  Frank Dziama   Dave Ebright  Jack Fornadley 

Larry Fuchs  Al Gallo   Bobby Goldby  Tom Hesketh 

Charlie High  Kevin Hinchliffe  Steve Jackson  Dave Johnson 

Todd Johnson  Brent Kendrick   Butch Kerchenske Bernie Kindler 

Tim Kindler  Wyatt Kindler   Eric Knepp  Ed Kompare 

Daniel Lane  Ben Leese   Kevin Lekas  Doug Linebaugh 

James Loope  Kevin Lynch   Mathew Malkiewicz Christian McCann 

Bob Meek  Curtis Miller   Isak Motter  Joel Myers 

Kevin Nolish  Sam Painter   Tom Perman  Dave Phillips  

 Rich Poletto  John Quinn   Jon Radder  Lee Rainey  

 Stephen Ramirez Mark Reese   Bill Reynolds  Blake Rimmey 

Rick Rourke  Mathew Rueter   Larry Sall  Tim Schindele 

Russell Semen  Elaine Snider   Blair Stewart  Roger Stier  

Jim Troup  Deb Tucker   Gene Tucker  Lamar Tyson 

Jared Ughetto   Dick Ullery   Andy Van Scyoc Mike Wahler  

 Bill Wheeler  John Widmeyer   Scarlett Wirt  Tristan Wise 

Brian Wolfe  Connie Wolfe   Terry Wolfe  Charlie Wootton 

 

Plywood sub-ceiling sheets are 

installed in the Saltillo Station 

waiting room by Butch 

Kerchenske, Mark Reese, and 

Craig Confair.  – Dave Bulman 

photo 
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MARCH CAMPAIGN-FUNDED ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
 

A Big Day in Saltillo 
Saturday, March 21 saw two new campaign-

funded milestones occur in Saltillo.  Track 

construction in Saltillo, marking the next phase 

of the March to Saltillo, was officially launched 

with a ceremony at 1:00 PM at the station.  Andy 

Van Scyoc, Brad Esposito, and Gene Tucker 

spoke to a large group of FEBT volunteers, 

EBTF staff, community members, and media.  

Following the brief ceremony, Gene, Henry 

Long, and Zane Esposito drove spikes in front of 

the station.  By the end of the day, the combined 

track crew of EBT Foundation staff and FEBT 

volunteers had constructed over 300 feet of track 

stretching north from the newly reconstructed 

Saltillo Station (see Gene’s track article on Page 

3).  Track construction will now work north from 

the station and will rebuild the passenger siding 

and the main line to beyond the north siding 

switch.  The project is using ties and other track 

materials purchased by the FEBT campaign, on 

right-of-way cleared in 2025 with FEBT 

campaign funds. 

 

In addition to the track work outside, FEBT 

volunteers on March 21 began efforts to 

complete the interior of the station, using interior 

materials purchased with 2026 campaign 

donations.  By the end of the weekend, the 

waiting room plywood sub-ceiling was installed, 

along with the wainscotting in the waiting room 

and restroom.  These volunteer accomplishments 

were aided by the recent hook-up of the electrical 

power, providing power for tools and lighting.  

The installation of the insulation had also been 

completed.  Delivery of replica interior siding 

and other materials is on-going to support this 

effort.   

 

Top:  A large crowd of FEBT volunteers, 

EBTF staff, community members, and media 

gather for the launch of track construction at 

Saltillo. – Dave Bulman photo 

Above:  FEBT and EBTF track crew 

assemble track at Saltillo on March 21. 

 – Dave Bulman photo 

Right:  The waiting room in the new Saltillo 

station is taking shape with wainscotting and 

plywood sub-ceiling installed. – Mark Reese 

photo 
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Other campaign-supported restoration efforts this 

month included the installation of new fixed and 

moveable chutes on the Rockhill Coal dock by the 

EBTF and the clearing of the ROW below the coal 

dock. These were funded by prior year FEBT 

campaign funds.   

 

The East Broad Top Railroad Archives and Special 

Collections welcomed March with a new exhibit on 

their Digital Catalog:  

https://ebtarchives.catalogaccess.com/exhibits/50.  

 

The content release comprised three parts:  The John 

Thompson, Eric Knepp, and Wiscasset, Waterville & 

Farmington Railway Museum Collections, donated to 

the EBT Archives last year.  Including both common-

carrier and tourist-era material, these three 

collections illustrate aspects of EBT passenger travel, 

the railroad’s public-facing image, and its 

interactions with the public.  

 

In addition, Archivist Julie Fether and Archives 

Technician Amelia Kasdorf are working on the EBT 

Archives’ Archival Arrangement Project, a 2026 

initiative that includes conducting a formal, detailed 

inventory of the EBT corporate records and materials 

found in the Orbisonia Passenger Station.  Currently 

working in the downstairs vault, Fether and Kasdorf 

have used over 60 28 qt. bins to replace the old, 

oversized document boxes previously stuffed with a 

mix of Common Carrier era and Kovalchick Tourist 

Railroad era correspondence and documents.  A 

secure scaffolding unit conceived and installed by 

FEBT volunteer Bill Adams has tremendously helped 

to safely inventory the bound volumes and ledgers in 

the upper pigeonhole shelves and the vault loft, 14 

feet high.  Primary funding for the EBT Archives 

activities comes from the FEBT campaign. 

 

Your continued support of the 2026 Campaign will provide needed track materials for the March to Saltillo, allow the 

completion of the Saltillo station, continue building restoration in Rockhill Furnace, continue to fund the East Broad Top 

Railroad Archives and Special Collections activities, support the restoration of locomotive 15, and support other projects 

to preserve, restore, and interpret the EBT.  

 

The 2026 Campaign runs until September 30, 2026.  You may donate online (credit card and Paypal accepted) at the 

FEBT Company Store, https://store.febt.org/donate.  If you prefer to send a check or money order payable to FEBT, 

address it to: 

Karen Bulman 

FEBT Fundraising Treasurer 

P.O. Box 43063 

Cincinnati, OH 45243  

 

FEBT is a designated 501(c)(3) organization and donations are tax-deductible in the U.S. – Dave and Karen Bulman. 

Top:  New FEBT-funded chutes and ROW clearing are 

bringing the coal dock closer to operation. – Dave Bulman 

photo 

Above:  Trip Pass No. 804, front. 1914 – EBT Archives photo, 

EBTF.2025.21.13, Wiscasset, Waterville & Farmington 

Railway Museum Collection 

 

https://ebtarchives.catalogaccess.com/exhibits/50
https://store.febt.org/donate
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MARCH FUNDRAISING UPDATE 
 

The 2026 Campaign is steaming along thanks to our very generous 

donors.  March donations totaled $16,741in 85 donations.  This 

brings the 2026 Campaign total to $270,366.  FEBT appreciates your 

help to support its goals of restoring, preserving, and interpreting the 

East Broad Top Railroad.  Thank you! 
 

 

March donors:* 

 John M. Acken  Patricia A. Augustin 

Wayne Baldwin  Bryan Becker   Ross Bernard  Richard Boone 

Bruce A. Bowie  Alexander Bowser  James Campbell David H. Capp 

Brooks A. Coburn W. George Cook  Frank Couch  Rolland Crawford 

David Currier  Alton P. Davis, Jr.  Bradford Dickey Lynn A. Dolan 

Dave Dowling  George J. Dvorak II  Frank R. Dziama Wade C. Eagleton 

Donald Fenstermacher Douglas E. Fink   Louis Fisher  Sarah Fleming 

Edmund M. Fox William George   Thomas Haag  David Hart 

Bruce Hartman  Michael Hegedus  Ron Herfurth  William Hessler 

James Heuer  Charles W. High  Jerry Hurt  Dave Johnson 

Walter P. Keely Jr. Victor V. Kidd   David Kneisley Sr. John E. Kokas 

John Koslosky  Keith A. Kreider  Thomas Leslie  Garret McCabe 

Karl Miller  Algis Oslapas   Nathan Palm  Bruce Pencek 

James  Pontz  Albert Rizzo   Michael E. Romansky Richard G. Rutledge 

Carl Salomon  Robert J. Savino  Bruce G. Saylor  Donald Schultz 

Jerry Severson  Christopher Simone  Michael Skrocke Hugh Smith 

John P. Sousa  James G. Spencer  Jim Stapleton  John Thompson 

William R Urban Andy Van Scyoc  Stephen Weber  Brian Wolfe 

Terrill L. Woolsey John S. Yoder   Patrick Yough  Ron Ziegler 

 

In honor of Cliff Howell:  

Dale Shirey 

 

In memory of John Delacour Conner: 

Richard Brown  David Conner   Janice Granauro  Michael & Donna Leonard 

 

 

* - All donors listed represent donations received between February 22, 2026 and March 21, 2026.  Donations received 

after March 21 will be reported in the May 2026 issue due to press time constraints. 

 

 

The 2026 Annual Campaign began October 1, 2025 and will run through September 30, 2026.  Campaign details were 

revealed on October 4, during the FEBT Reunion.  You may donate online (credit card and PayPal accepted) at the FEBT 

Company Store, https://store.febt.org/donate.  If you prefer to send a check or money order payable to FEBT, address it 

to: 

 

Karen Bulman 

FEBT Fundraising Treasurer 

P.O. Box 43063 

Cincinnati, OH 45243 

 

FEBT is a designated 501(c)(3) organization and donations are tax-deductible in the U.S.  

 

Thank you for your generous support! – Karen Bulman and Dave Bulman 

2026 Campaign Goal: 

$350,000 

March Donations: 

$16,741 

Campaign Total: 

$270,366 – 77.2% 

https://store.febt.org/donate


18 
FEBT Newsletter Volume 7, Issue 4  April 2026 

 

 

FEBT ANNUAL REUNION CONTESTS INFORMATION 
 

General Contest Summary 
Any FEBT member who is a Reunion registrant may enter the model and photo contests.  No model or photo that has ever 

won an award in a previous FEBT contest may be entered.  Judging and voting for both contests will take place during the 

Saturday of Reunion with the Winners being announced Saturday Evening. 

 

Photo Contest 
●  Must feature the EBT or related restoration activities. 

● All photos must be mounted on/in a mat board no larger than 11 by 14 inches; the photo may be any size but not 

exceed the size of the mat. 

● Panoramic and wide-format photos.  The max size for mat board is 30 by 14 inches. 

● No picture frames or glass/Plexiglas covers may be used. 

● No more than two photos may be submitted by a single entrant in each category. 

● Only the photographer can enter a photo. 

● Color and black-and-white photos must be entered in one of these categories: 

○ Classic Original: photos with minimal alterations beyond cropping. 

○ Artist’s Choice: entries may have any manipulations and enhancements done to achieve the desired end. 

● The Timber Transfer editor may present an Editor’s Choice Award. 

 

Model Contest 
● All models must be based on subjects directly related to the EBT. 

● No limit to the number of models entered by each entrant. 

● There must be at least two models entered in a category for a contest to be declared. (No award will be given in 

any category in which a contest is not declared.) 

● Categories may be combined to ensure a contest. 

● Supporting documentation may be displayed with any entry, as long as the entrant’s name does not appear on any 

● of the documentation. 

● The model contest categories are as follows: 

○ Locomotives – Any self-propelled equipment except maintenance-of-way speeders. 

○ Rolling Stock – Any revenue freight or passenger equipment; any non revenue equipment primarily 

intended for track or lineside maintenance. 

○ Structures and Module/Dioramas – Any building or other structure, either railroad-related or lineside; and 

any structure or structures that are mounted on a base which depicts a scene, with or without track. 

● “What If” – Any model depicting a facet of the EBT had history played out differently (had the EBT standard 

gauged, carried on past 1956, etc.) 

● Special restoration program model contest 

○ This award recognizes the 

model that best represents a 

project undertaken by our 

restoration volunteers. The 

award consists of a special 

plaque created by our 

Rockhill Furnace restoration 

crew. This special award will 

be based on the popular vote 

of current restoration 

volunteers. – Al Gallo 

 

A window into the world of trackwork, 

through the bay window of Saltillo 

Station. – Matthew Malkiewicz photo 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Date     Host   Event                    

April 4     EBT   Easter on the Rails 

April 10-12     FEBT   Rockhill Work Session 

May 1-3    FEBT   2026 FEBT Reunion 

May 16-17    EBT   The EBT Goes to War! 

May 16     EBT   Trackside Tastes & Tunes 

May 30     FEBT   Young Easties Work Session 

May 30-31     FEBT   Rockhill Work Session 

May 31     EBT   Ice Cream Train 

June 1-5      FEBT   Rockhill Work Week 

June 13    EBT/FEBT/BTACMHS  Descendant Reunion 

June 20     FEBT   FEBT Museum Archives Day 

June 20     EBT   Broad Top Brews Train 

June 27-28     FEBT   Rockhill Work Session 

June 28     EBT   Ice Cream Train 

July 4     EBT   4th of July at the EBT 

July 18-20     FEBT   Rockhill Work Session 

July 18     FEBT   Young Easties Work Session 

July 18     FEBT/BCACMHS Robertsdale-Wood Heritage Day 

July 18     EBT   Trackside Tastes & Tunes 

July 19     EBT   Ice Cream Train 

August 8    FEBT   FEBT Museum Archives Day 

August 15-16     FEBT   Rockhill Work Session 

August 15    EBT   Trackside Tastes & Tunes  

August 16    EBT   Ice Cream Train 

August 30    EBT   Trackside Tastes & Tunes  

September 5    EBT   Clash of the Axemen 

September 10-13   EBT   Central Pennsylvania Ragtime & American Music Fest. 

September 12    FEBT   Young Easties Work Session 

September 12-13   FEBT   Rockhill Work Session 

September 12    EBT   Trackside Tastes & Tunes  

September 14-18   FEBT   Rockhill Work Week 

October 3    EBT   Broad Top Brews Train 

October 10, 11, 17, 18, 24, 25, 31 EBT   Pumkin Patch Express 

October 18    FEBT   Young Easties Work Session 

November 27, 28, 29   EBT   Christmas in Coal Country 

December 4-6, 11-13, 18-20  EBT   Christmas in Coal Country 

 

 

 
Hosts: FEBT  Friends of the East Broad Top   www.febt.org 

 EBT  East Broad Top Railroad    www.eastbroadtop.com  

 RTM  Rockhill Trolley Museum    www.rockhilltrolley.org   

 BTACMHS Broad Top Area Coal Miners Historical Society broadtopminersmuseum.com 

   

  

http://www.febt.org/
http://www.eastbroadtop.com/
http://www.rockhilltrolley.org/
https://broadtopminersmuseum.com/
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UPCOMING ROCKHILL FURNACE VOLUNTEER SESSIONS 
 

We are making great progress on restoration projects in Rockhill and other locations, but there is much more to be done.  

We have a dedicated group of volunteers, but we can always use more to help with our many projects.  If you’d like to 

help with these and future projects, please consider joining us! 

 

The next Rockhill Restoration Work Weekend will take place Friday, Saturday and Sunday, April 10, 11, and 12.  The 

remainder of the 2026 Rockhill schedule is on our website at https://febt.org/volunteer/.  Please consider coming out to 

help us continue to preserve and restore the EBT.  If you are interested in participating in the Rockhill sessions, including 

track work and are not on the current signup distribution, or if you have questions or suggestions about volunteering 

please contact Dave Bulman, the FEBT Volunteer Coordinator, at volunteer@febt.org. – Dave Bulman 

 

FEBT MUSEUM SCHEDULE 

 

The FEBT Museum will open Saturday, April 4, 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM 

during the Easter on the Rails event. 

 

FEBT Reunion Hours: 

Friday, May 1   10:00 AM to 4:30 PM 

Saturday, May 2  9:00 AM to 12:00 PM 

 

The formal 2026 tourist season hours begin on May 9, 2026. 

10:00 AM to 5:00 PM every Saturday, through October 31, 2026. 

 
 

 

ABOUT THIS ORGANIZATION 

 

Friends of the East Broad Top, Inc. (FEBT) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, historical, and educational society dedicated to the 

preservation, restoration, and interpretation of the East Broad Top Railroad National Historic Landmark in Huntingdon 

County, Pennsylvania.  It was organized in 1983 and now boasts over 2,200 members.  FEBT publishes an award-winning 

magazine, Timber Transfer, and a monthly e-newsletter, and operates a museum in Robertsdale PA, the EBT's southern 

terminus.  See febt.org/ for more information.  

 

ABOUT THIS NEWSLETTER 
 

The Friends of the East Broad Top Newsletter is a monthly digital-only periodical.  Started in 2020, it is intended to keep 

members and donors apprised of what the organization has done and will be doing.  The FEBT Newsletter is distributed 

by email to the current list of members and donors, and is a privilege of contributing to the FEBT’s cause of preserving, 

restoring, and interpreting the East Broad Top Railroad for current and future generations.  The editor can be contacted at 

Newsletter@febt.org.  Previous issues of the FEBT Newsletter may be found at febt.org/newsletter.  Press time for 

information submitted is 8:00 PM Eastern time on the 25th of each month.  Events occurring after the 25th, such as 

donations and memberships, will be considered part of the following month’s information.  

 

 

 

https://febt.org/volunteer/
mailto:volunteer@febt.org
https://febt.org/
mailto:Newsletter@febt.org
https://febt.org/newsletter

