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During the 2026 Winter Spectacular, the M-1 made its way to the southernmost extent of operable track, just shy of
Pogue Bridge. This photo is made possible by the fundraising and restoration efforts of FEBT, as well as the
preservation efforts of the EBT Foundation and the Kovalchick family of the nearly century-old motorcar. — Matthew
Malkiewicz photo
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A passenger train returns to
Rockhill during the Winter
Spectacular. — Jimmy Braum
photo
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SPRING TIMBER TRANSFER SOON
AVAILABLE

Soon the spring edition of the Timber Transfer will be in your mailbox and
available for digital download. This issue includes the second installment of VOLUME 3§, NUMBER | SPRING 2026
How the EBT Shops Came to Be by Vagel Keller, an article on Caboose 28’s
restoration by Ron Freitag, another caboose article by Greg Vaughn and Rich
Wickett entitled EBT Mid-Era Caboose Cars (Part 1 of a new series), and FEBT
President Andy Van Scyoc tells us about the Kovalchick Monument recently
installed in Rockhill. Keep an eye on the Company Store for your downloadable
copy, and your mailbox for the printed version. However you enjoy the Timber
Transfer, thanks for reading! — Doug Davenport and Jane Clarke

FEBRUARY CAMPAIGN-FUNDED R

ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Despite the cold winter weather, progress
continued on multiple projects to restore the
East Broad Top in February, enabled by your
donations to the FEBT Campaign.

Work continued inside the Saltillo Station
this month. Following the completion of the
electrical and plumbing rough-ins, the HVAC
system rough-in was completed and the
installation of insulation is underway.
Completion of this work will allow our
volunteers to proceed with the effort to finish
the interior of the station.

Above: Work has continued inside Saltillo station
this winter while campaign funded track materials
await the start of track construction. — Dave
Bulman photo

Right: View out of the Saltillo station bay window
showing electrical wiring in place. — Dave Bulman
photo
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Ties for the March to Saltillo
funded by the 2026 campaign
also continue to be delivered to
Rockhill Furnace (see Gene’s
track article on Page 11). These
will help ensure our combined
FEBT/EBTF track crew has the
materials they need once the
weather allows track restoration
to resume.

Right: Newly delivered ties
are stacked up as the
combined EBTF/FEBT
track crew cuts them to
length. — John Quinn photo

Below: Local Passenger
Tariff Effective July 15,
1912. — EBT Archives
photo, EBTF2022.3.22, EBT
Tariffs Collection
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The East Broad Top Railroad Archives and Special
Collections in February released another installment of ICC
material: EBT’s Local Passenger Tariffs. This collection
contains fifteen Passenger Tariff issues from 1912-1948
and one Index to Freight and Passenger Tariffs from 1945,
as well as related documents and correspondence.
https://ebtarchives.catalogaccess.com/exhibits/49

Also in February, EBT Archivist Julie Fether and FEBT
Collections Custodian/Museum Curator Scarlett Wirt
presented at a workshop at the 2026 Small Museum
Association Annual Conference, held in York, PA. The
presentation, “You Are Not Alone: Building and
Sustaining a Regional Disaster Response and Recovery
Team with the East Broad Top Archives and Special
Collections,” highlighted the work accomplished executing
the 2023-2025 NEH Preservation Assistance Grant project
to support environmental monitoring and disaster planning
and recovery response with the EBT community along the
historic right-of-way.

Your continued support of the 2026 Campaign will allow
the completion of Saltillo Station, provide more track
materials for the March to Saltillo, fund the East Broad Top
Railroad Archives and Special Collections activities,
continue building restoration in Rockhill Furnace, support
the restoration of locomotive No. 15, and support other
projects to preserve, restore, and interpret the EBT. — Dave
Bulman

March 2026
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FEBRUARY FUNDRAISING UPDATE

The 2026 Campaign continues to make good progress thanks to our

very generous donors. February donations totaled $17,240 in 71 2026 Campaign Goal:
donations. This brings the 2026 Campaign total to $253,625. FEBT $350,000
appreciates your help to support its goals of restoring, preserving, and February Donations:
interpreting the East Broad Top Railroad. Thank you! $17,240
Campaign Total:

February donors:* $253,625 - 72.5%

James Badgley Wayne Baldwin

Charles S. Bender II ~ William O. Blome Casper Bocklage Alexander Bowser

Jerry O. Breon Kenneth Brink David H. Capp Wade L. Colyer

Robert Courneya Wallace Czekalski Neal and Laura DeShazo

Walter Dietz Thomas & Ruth Dix ~ George J. Dvorak II Frank R. Dziama

Joe Emery Douglas E. Fink Frank J. Harker Roger Heer

Michael Hegedus Tom Hesketh Charles W. High Robert H. Hungerford

Michael Hurlburt Dave Johnson Steve Kelly Victor V. Kidd

Stephen D. King David Kneisley Sr. John E. Kokas Keith A. Kreider

William Larduskey Ed Lecuyer James Love James Maccaferri

Conrad Meyer Roger Moose TIU Community Education & Workforce Services CareerLink

Richard Onorevole Kenneth Pace Craig Piper Bonita Potts-Leisher

Evan Price Jonathan Scott Procter Joseph Rizzotti Randy Ross

Richard G. Rutledge =~ Anthony Sallo III Dale R. Secker Andrew Seitzer

Thomas Shiels Thomas V. Sliviak Timothy Sposato Jim Stapleton

Bob Wallace David Watts Brian Wolfe Terrill L. Woolsey

John S. Yoder

In honor of Lawrence Biemiller:
Judy Hampton

* - All donors listed represent donations received between January 22, 2026 and February 21, 2026. Donations received
after February 21 will be reported in the April 2026 issue due to press time constraints.

The 2026 Annual Campaign began October 1, 2025 and will run through September 30, 2026. Campaign details were
revealed on October 4, during the FEBT Reunion. You may donate online (credit card and PayPal accepted) at the FEBT
Company Store, https://store.febt.org/donate. If you prefer to send a check or money order payable to FEBT, address it
to:

Karen Bulman

FEBT Fundraising Treasurer
P.O. Box 43063

Cincinnati, OH 45243

FEBT is a designated 501(c)(3) organization and donations are tax-deductible in the U.S.

Thank you for your generous support! — Karen Bulman and Dave Bulman
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MARCH EBTARCHIVES RELEASES

The East Broad Top Railroad Archives and Special
Collections welcomes March with a new exhibit on
their Digital Catalog:
https://ebtarchives.catalogaccess.com/exhibits/50

=

This month’s content release comprises three parts: The
John Thompson, Eric Knepp, and Wiscasset, Waterville
& Farmington Railway Museum Collections, donated to
the EBT Archives last year. Including both common-
carrier and tourist-era material, these three collections
illustrate aspects of EBT passenger travel and the
railroad’s public-facing image and interactions with the
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;% The first, the John Thompson Collection, comprises
: 3 four unique and colorful EBT matchbooks from the

Common Carrier era. The Eric Knepp Collection, two
EBT bumper stickers, instead offers an example of
tourist-era promotional material. Finally, the Wiscasset,

5
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- Waterville & Farmington Railway Museum Collection
: ;‘% consists of a Saxton Lions Club pamphlet detailing the
v Sz history of the EBT (1950), as well as Common Carrier
Z% era trip passes, ticket stubs, and ride coupons (plus
L E] several bonus photographic negatives!). This material,

produced by or for the EBT, was intended for public
consumption and offers insight into how the railroad
historically promoted itself and interacted with common
carrier passengers and tourists alike.

The EBT Archives is a conjoined operating unit
between the EBT Foundation and the Friends of the
East Broad Top, and thanks you for your continued
support to protect, preserve, and provide access to EBT
history! — Amelia Kasdorf

Above: East Broad Top Railroad
Matchbooks — EBT Archives
photo, EBTF.2025.10.1, John
Thompson Collection

Right: Trip Pass NO. 804, front.
1914 — EBT Archives photo,
EBTF.2025.21.13, Wiscasset,
Waterville & Farmington Railway
Museum Collection
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EBT HERITAGE CORRIDOR UPDATE

Supporters of the historic East Broad Top Railroad restoration efforts would like to see the creation of a new travel
promotion theme for southern Huntingdon County and the Broad Top area. At a recent meeting of the Broad Top Area
Coal Miners Historical Society board of directors, the promotional inspiration was discussed at length by Allen Miller,
chairman of the EBT Heritage Corridor Committee. In addition to society board members, activists in the newly
organized EBT Mountain Heritage Committee were in attendance from Todd and Wood townships. Municipalities
composing the southern Huntingdon County committee include Three Springs and Saltillo boroughs and Clay Township.
Both groups are supportive of the multi-phase restoration of the EBT right-of-way, with the first phase of the right-of-way
renewal in progress as work continues with the “March to Saltillo.”

One of the components of the EBT Heritage
Corridor Committee’s master plan hints at the
conception of an “East Broad Top Country”
promotional theme that would include the
entire EBT corridor between Mount Union and
Robertsdale/Wood. Also situated along the
right-of-way are several other communities,
among them: Shirleysburg,
Orbisonia/Rockhill, Pogue, Three Springs,
Saltillo, Coles Valley, Cooks and the Broad
Top.

The draft proposal has considerable merit,
Miller noted, adding, “Conceptually, we are
now thinking about the EBT Railroad
traversing along the EBT Corridor, while
providing an inviting set of tourist
opportunities throughout ‘EBT Country.’”
Miller foresees unique tourist
opportunities/attractions which could be
promoted in many of the communities along
and near the railroad corridor.

In describing the proposed “EBT Country”
theme, Miller pointed out that the geographical
layout of the corridor would involve these land
use areas: Broad Top Mountain to the
southeast, Shade Valley to the east, U.S. Route
22 and the Mount Union area to the north, and
spacious Aughwick Valley that includes most
of southern Huntingdon County.

Route 22

Mount Union
‘\All\ehport
‘Adams
Aughwick Mills

rklesburg

Calvin

Cassville
1
Evanston&
Todd
Rockhill// /Z o
Orbisonia »
& Coles / N >
é@\ > 1L o ) ) Q)A
Broad & Saltillo\/ /3
Top CIT\’s T\r:ree Springs o 2
b/\o Joller-//\\ \¥—/_/Q 7
> .
o #Robertsdale ol Or
lile Run// K &
Wood /
y Spring R

/

East Broad Top Railroad, Corridor, and
Adjacent Communities

Fort Littleton Fannettsburg

@ Turnpike

Miller stressed that future planning in the participating communities along the EBT Corridor should be done in a way that
preserves the rural charm and landscape of the communities while helping to boost community pride and potential

economic development.

Also joining in with praise for the proposed “EBT Country” theme is James C. Campbell, a talented architect with
Campbell Thomas & Co., an architecture, preservation and community & transportation planning firm of Philadelphia.
Campbell is a longtime EBT fan and activist in the EBT Foundation Inc. restoration projects.

“Allen Miller and EBT general manager Brad Esposito deserve credit for their work on the master plan for the EBT
corridor communities starting with Three Springs, Saltillo and Clay Township,” observed Campbell. “Them, for the

FEBT Newsletter
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larger East Broad Top region which we call the ‘EBT Country,’ in part to help us balance with Raystown Country and to
promote the entire southern Huntingdon County.”

Continued Campbell, “I believe the effort is a great idea and one that is necessary and extremely important as the railroad
restoration advances.”

The Coal Miners Museum board of directors and members of the EBT Mountain Heritage Committee also shared their
excitement about the railroad corridor’s potential and offered their support for the creation of the “EBT Country”
proposal.

Miller and members of the Broad Top and Trough Creek Valley area advisory committee also agreed to “work closely”
with future activities, including occasional attendance at each committee’s meetings. Miller expressed satisfaction with
the EBT restoration project and its eventual restoration to Saltillo and beyond. Mirroring Miller’s admiration were
members of the EBT Mountain Heritage organization and Coal Miners Museum officials who look forward to the
eventual return of the EBT to the Broad Top. — Ron Morgan

MARCH ROBERTSDALE ROUNDUP

The museum will be open on March 28 and April 4 during the EBT’s Easter on the Rails event. It will then be open for
the Reunion on Friday May 1 and Saturday May 2. From then on it will be open each Saturday through October. We
hope you’ll be able to visit the museum and see what’s new and improved. I encourage you to come early in the year,
before the leaves have come out, so you can see so much more on a walking or, if it’s warm enough, a railbike tour.

Is this the year you become a host at the Robertsdale Museum? Hosts greet museum guests, handle sales at the gift shop,
introduce guests to the museum displays, lead walking tours, lead railbike tours. Not every host chooses to do everything.
One is too tall and does not fit on the railbikes. One has a medical issue that makes riding a railbike not a smart choice.
One dislikes computers and chooses not to handle sales. The point here is that if some of those functions do not sound
“right” for you, you should still consider becoming a host. Not one of us was born knowing enough to lead a tour. We
train you, then you follow along with an experienced host. Before you know it, you feel comfortable leading a tour or
handling a sale! I confess we have not figured out how to shrink Hans to make him fit on a railbike, however.

Our host training sessions are scheduled for Friday, April 17 and Saturday, April 18. One day for the retired folks and one
day for those still employed — or -

at least to give an option.
Worried that one day would not
be enough? Come both days if
you want, but that’s not required.
We do want you to come to one
of those training sessions though.
Attending training gives you a
foundation upon which “on the
job training” can then build.

FEBT is an all-volunteer
organization. Our museum is all-
volunteer. Please volunteer. I'm
easy to reach, email me at

febt@aol.com. — Pete Clarke

A foggy February morning
view from the Company
Square. — Jane Clarke photo
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2026 YOUNG EASTIES SEASON IS ABOUT TO BEGIN

The weather is changing, the ground is thawing, and we look forward to kicking off the 2026 Young Easties program. As
one remembers, the Young Easties are the youth volunteers of the Friends of the East Broad Top. Our goal is to get
middle and high school students interested in railroads and the East Broad Top through fun hands-on experiences. In the
past we’ve installed ties, explored archives, painted hopper cars, toured Robertsdale museums, and eaten pizza (some
might say a teenager’s favorite pastime).

My name is Tim Schindele, I have been an FEBT track crew member for the last three years and a volunteer for the
Young Easties since its inception in 2024. This year, Gene Tucker and the powers that be were gracious enough to ask
me to take the reins of this fantastic group. As in years past, we intend to offer many dates and a variety of experiences.

To participate, youth need to be
13-18 years old and in middle
or high school, members of the
FEBT (for insurance purposes),
and have a registration form
completed (unless completed in
years past and NO changes
have occurred). The
registration form and additional
information can be found on the
FEBT website
(https://febt.org/youngeasties/).

The first session of 2026 is
coming up soon on March 21.
The day’s activities will begin
with registration at the
Orbisonia Station at 9:00 AM,
followed by an orientation and
safety briefing. The day's
hands-on activity will start at
10:00 AM, consisting of
restoration of the exterior of the
Rockhill lumber shed by
removing and replacing siding.
Lunch will be provided at noon.
After lunch, we'll continue working on the lumber shed. We'll start wrapping up at 3:00 PM, and finish by 4:00 PM.

Young Easties dig tie cribs in the Rockhill Yard trackage. — Tim Schindele photo

Attendees must wear long pants and sturdy, over the-ankle boots (steel-toed preferred). Please bring good gloves, a hard
hat, and eye protection. To sign up, go to FEBT’s website to get the registration form at https://febt.org.youthform. Print
out the form, complete and sign it, and bring it with you to the event. Email us in advance to let us know you are coming
or if you have questions at youthvol@febt.org.

The rest of the 2026 Young Easties sessions have also been scheduled, so mark your calendars! The dates are:

March 21
May 30

July 18
September 12
October 18
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FEBRUARY 2026 ROCKHILL WORK SESSION
CANCELLED DUE TO EXTREME COLD

The 2026 Rockhill work sessions
planned for Saturday, February 7
and Sunday, February 8 were
cancelled due to the extreme cold
winter weather, with Saturday
windchills approaching -20
degrees F. The hardy
FEBT/EBTF track crews
remained in action, with four
sessions since January 22, cutting
ties to length in Rockhill. See
Gene’s track article on Page 11.
It’s safe to say we’re all looking
forward to warmer weather. —
Dave Bulman

A winter scene from
January 2024. — Dave
Bulman photo
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THE TRACK GANG: RESIZING TIES AND
GROUSING ABOUT THE WEATHER

It’s been said that a soldier isn’t really happy unless they can find something to complain about. Much the same might be
said about track workers; track gang members aren’t really happy with their work and their lot in life unless they can find
something to complain about with regard to the weather. As we reported in last month’s column, one of our number
recently said, “There will be weather today, and there will be weather tomorrow...enjoyment, however, is optional.”

This winter’s weather has limited what we track types have been able to do. For example, as Dave Bulman notes in his
Volunteer Committee report elsewhere in this issue, the February Work Weekend was cancelled in its entirety due to the
very cold temperatures and the attendant wind chill. Track work that was scheduled for that weekend was also cancelled
as a result of Mother Nature’s “gifts” that weekend. In addition, we’ve had snow cover for a good amount of the month of
February at the railroad, something that hasn’t happened in awhile in these parts.

However, the track gang has been busy, re-
sizing standard-length ties (8’ 6”) down to
seven-foot lengths for use in our narrow-
gauge track. The Friends of the East Broad
Top late last year purchased 2,400 ties.
Contributions to FEBT’s annual
fundraising campaign financed the
purchase of these ties...thanks to all who
contributed! Most of that purchase of
2,400 ties have now been delivered to the h
Boney Pile in Rockhill, and of those ties,

most of them have now been re-sized for s o U
use.

These ties are relay ties. As is always the : A
case with relay ties, a close eye must be ")

cast on the quality of the ties. It’s been

good, therefore, to notice that the quality of A0
these ties is, consistently, very good. ;
We’ve rejected a few, which is always the

case with relays, but very, very few. et 2 :

We’ve found a good supplier, whose e e ;TR LA

pricing is also quite favorable. = e A e w i ST
: ; i Sl ?f.» w ; i

All of this means that we’re going to be 5};,“ 3P Wi e b ARy e £

working with good quality materials going = XN SRR

forward. Once spring comes along, and E ‘::‘»' o = T

track work can resume, FEBT’s track gang & .i‘t-,?’" 3 :"' LA :

is going to have a busy year. We invite f kTR PREZT R

you to come and join us! We have lots of %i f‘ B e

fun, and manage to get something done in [~ gl .

the process. — Gene Tucker

MEMBERSHIP BOX SCORE Track crew members work to resize standard gauge ties for use later
The Friends of the East Broad Top this year. — John Quinn photo
membership is up to
2238
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THE 43RD ANNUAL FEBT REUNION:
PLANS BECOMING MORE CLEAR AND TAKING SHAPE

It may be hard to believe but we are only TWO MONTHS away from this year's edition of FEBT’s Premier Annual Event
on May 1, 2, and 3.

b d

Registration is still on sale by logging into store.febt.org with an active FEBT Membership and will continue to be so for
the same great price of $40 per person until Sunday, April 26, 2026. Remember, the FEBT Reunion is a members only
event and any guests you buy tickets for must also be an FEBT member, either on their own or covered by your family
membership. Additionally, be sure to include any guest names in the comments section of your order.

With the way that Reunion has grown over the last few years, this year we’re going to need more help than ever before.
So if you want to be a part of making the FEBT Reunion even better this year, be sure to fill out this google form at:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdL_7uucx3bB68GKjhTeukiKVC97a1 XIOEQbHb1B3XaWHplcA/viewform

?usp=header

It should be noted, FEBT Reunion Volunteers still need to register for reunion as normal, however we are working on an
appropriate thank you/gift for those who volunteer their time for the event.

Reunion's new scheduling structure will allow attendees to partake in even more events throughout the Reunion Weekend,
including the special excursions and tours available separately with our partners at the East Broad Top Railroad. These
tickets are available to the general public as well so be sure to get them soon as many will likely sell out. Check out the
link here as well as schedule below: https://eastbroadtop.com/events/fall-reunion/

Saturday - May 2

8:00 AM Morning Freight heading South
10:00 AM Archivists Tour
11:15 AM M-1 Excursion heading South
12:10 PM Diesel Freight to Colgate Grove
12:45 PM M-1 Excursion heading South
2:00 PM Archivists Tour
2:15PM M-1 Excursion heading South
3:00 PM Southbound Excursion

12
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdL_7uucx3bB68GKjhTeukiKVC97a1XI0EQbHb1B3XaWHpIcA/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdL_7uucx3bB68GKjhTeukiKVC97a1XI0EQbHb1B3XaWHpIcA/viewform?usp=header
https://eastbroadtop.com/events/fall-reunion/
https://fareharbor.com/embeds/book/eastbroadtop/items/430724/availability/1995035449/book/?full-items=yes&flow=1535575
https://fareharbor.com/embeds/book/eastbroadtop/items/508985/availability/1995036928/book/?full-items=yes&flow=1085534
https://fareharbor.com/embeds/book/eastbroadtop/items/284675/availability/1995028153/book/?flow=517850&full-items=yes
https://fareharbor.com/embeds/book/eastbroadtop/items/681589/availability/1995036587/book/?flow=1535575&full-items=yes
https://fareharbor.com/embeds/book/eastbroadtop/items/284675/availability/1995028154/book/?flow=517850&full-items=yes
https://fareharbor.com/embeds/book/eastbroadtop/items/508985/availability/1995036929/book/?full-items=yes&flow=1085534
https://fareharbor.com/embeds/book/eastbroadtop/items/284675/availability/1995028155/book/?flow=517850&full-items=yes
https://fareharbor.com/embeds/book/eastbroadtop/items/650643/availability/1995035491/book/?flow=517850&full-items=yes

Sunday - May 3

8:00 AM Morning Freight heading South
11:15 AM M-1 Excursion heading South
12:10 PM Diesel Freight to Colgate Grove
12:45 PM M-1 Excursion heading South

And of course the East Broad Top Railroad will be offering its usual selection of regular excursions at 10:30, 12:00 and
1:30* (*Friday and Saturday only) and the always popular guided tours. The M-3 and speeders will also be running
through the yard on Saturday, May 2.

Now that we have seen the East Broad Top’s separate offerings for this year's reunion, here is a look at the FEBT’s
included events for the Reunion weekend. Timings are still subject to change and look forward to more timings, details

and events being finalized as we get closer and closer to reunion.

Friday - May 1, 2026

10:00 AM to 4:00 PM Registration Pick Up at the historic Robertsdale Depot
10:00 AM to 4:30 PM FEBT’s Robertsdale Museum Open
- Regular Tours offered frequently, extended mine tour, new exhibit opening
5:00 PM to 5:30 PM Reunion Kickoff at Robertsdale Fire hall
6:00 PM to 7:00 PM FEBT Annual Business Meeting at Robertsdale Fire hall
7:00 PM to 8:00 PM Panel #1 at Robertsdale Fire hall
Saturday - May 2, 2026
8:00 AM to 10:00 AM Open House of the Rockhill Furnace Yard
9:00 AM to 12:00 PM FEBT’s Robertsdale Museum Open - Extended Mine Tour
10:00 AM to 4:00 PM Vendors, Contests, Silent Auction at Rockhill Elementary
5:30 PM to 6:00 PM Feature Auction at Rockhill Elementary
6:00 PM to 7:00 PM EBT Archives and Special Collections Presentation
7:00 PM to 8:00 PM Panel #3 at Rockhill Elementary
8:00 PM to 9:00 PM Panel #4 at Rockhill Elementary
Sunday - May 3, 2026
9:00 AM to 12:00 PM An event at the Saltillo Station
1:30 PM to 5:00 PM FEBT Reunion Lunch Train

The Rockhill Trolley Museum will support the event with multiple trolleys in operation for reunion attendees on Saturday
from 11:00 to 4:15 PM.

Registrations for this year’s FEBT
Reunion are going quickly, so be sure to
get yours as soon as possible. I will
continue to encourage you to keep an
eye on future FEBT Newsletters as well
as the FEBT’s Facebook page as more
information and details surrounding the
43rd Edition of FEBT’s Premier Annual
Event are announced. And I will see
you, down the line. — 4/ Gallo

A diesel-powered excursion
crosses the long fill during
the 2026 Winter Spectacular.
— Jimmy Braum photo
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FEBT ANNUAL REUNION CONTESTS INFORMATION

General Contest Summary
Any FEBT member who is a Reunion registrant may enter the model and photo contests. No model or photo that has ever
won an award in a previous FEBT contest may be entered. Judging and voting for both contests will take place during the
Saturday of Reunion with the Winners being announced Saturday Evening.

Photo Contest

Must feature the EBT or related restoration activities.
All photos must be mounted on/in a mat board no larger than 11 by 14 inches; the photo may be any size but not
exceed the size of the mat.
Panoramic and wide-format photos. The max size for mat board is 30 by 14 inches.
No picture frames or glass/Plexiglas covers may be used.
No more than two photos may be submitted by a single entrant in each category.
Only the photographer can enter a photo.
Color and black-and-white photos must be entered in one of these categories:

o Classic Original: photos with minimal alterations beyond cropping.

o Artist’s Choice: entries may have any manipulations and enhancements done to achieve the desired end.
e The Timber Transfer editor may present an Editor’s Choice Award.

Model Contest
e All models must be based on subjects directly related to the EBT.
No limit to the number of models entered by each entrant.
There must be at least two models entered in a category for a contest to be declared. (No award will be given in
any category in which a contest is not declared.)
Categories may be combined to ensure a contest.
Supporting documentation may be displayed with any entry, as long as the entrant’s name does not appear on any
of the documentation.
The model contest categories are as follows:
o Locomotives — Any self-propelled equipment except maintenance-of-way speeders.
o Rolling Stock — Any revenue freight or passenger equipment; any non revenue equipment primarily
intended for track or lineside maintenance.
o Structures and Module/Dioramas — Any building or other structure, either railroad-related or lineside; and
any structure or structures that are mounted on a base which depicts a scene, with or without track.
e “What If” — Any model depicting a facet of the EBT had history played out differently (had the EBT standard
gauged, carried on past 1956, etc.)
e Special restoration program model contest
o This award recognizes the model that best represents a project undertaken by our restoration volunteers.
The award consists of a special plaque created by our Rockhill Furnace restoration crew. This special
award will be based on the popular vote of current restoration volunteers. — Al Gallo

WINTER AT THE COAL MINERS MUSEUM

The winter of 2025-26 hasn’t been playing nice with the Broad Top Area Coal Miners Historical Society Inc, operators of
the Robertsdale-based Broad Top Area Coal Miners Museum. The topic was highlighted at a recent meeting of the
historical society’s board of directors during a meeting held in the Wood Township Municipal Building in Robertsdale.
Holding the monthly meeting in the township headquarters was necessary because the recent snowstorm dropped nearly a
foot of snow, blocking the entrance to the museum.

Much of the meeting revolved around several activities which have been delayed due to the weather, including the start of
improvements to the research library and other areas of the museum. Hoping that Old Man Winter will ease up, board
members agreed to begin the improvement project in early March so that the museum will be ready for its seasonal
opening on Saturday, May 2.
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The harsh winter weather with its bitter cold temperatures also impacted the society’s ability to heat the interior of the
former cinema, due in part to its towering ceiling. The average monthly heating bill totaled nearly a thousand dollars,
which board members considered excessive since the building is closed from November through April. The society
switched from an oil-fired furnace heating system to two mini-split heating units several years ago hoping to cut down on
the cost of energy. Although the museum is closed during the winter, some heat is necessary to protect the museum
collections, prompting board members to investigate several options to help cut back on energy costs but still keep the
water lines from freezing.

Turning to other agenda matters, the board of directors reviewed a delinquent dues list which (as this writing) totals 45
members. A second dues notice will be mailed out this month in hopes of reaching a projected 200-member level. It was
stressed that financial support is badly-needed including new and reinstated memberships and donations as well as
volunteers to assist with various museum-related duties.

The board of directors also
approved an endorsement of
efforts by the Saxton area
community to create an H&BT
Museum. The group of
community activists and
railroad historians announced
their intent in late 2025 and are
currently studying several
options as well as locating
property to house the proposed
museum.

. Attending the recent society
session was Lonnie Smith Jr.,
chairman of the Huntingdon
County History & Heritage
Roundtable and the county’s
America250 planning
committee. Smith updated the
Coal Miners Museum leaders
about ongoing America250
planning and a preliminary
schedule of activities this year.
~ He urged the society to provide
information about their
activities, which will be
included on the Huntingdon
County Visitors Bureau’s
official website.
Society research librarians
Denny Fields and Carolyn
Carroll are working on several
proposed projects and activities
~ with other projects expected to
~ be announced later. — Ron
Morgan

A snow-covered front of
the Coal Miners Museum.
— Ron Morgan photo
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FEBT COMPANY STORE

Great Selection of FEBT Hats
Priced from $15.00 to $19.50

Order on-line through the FEBT Company Store website at store.febt.org, using your account or create an account.
PayPal, major credit cards, and personal checks payable to FEBT Company Store are accepted.

FEBT COMPANY STORE
VERY LIMITED QUANTITY - WHILE SUPPLY LASTS

Our 2026 calendar features images taken by the
East Broad Top Railroad's official photographer,
Matthew Malkiewicz (www.losttracksoftime.com).
These photographs, taken over the past few years, |
showcase the East Broad Top from the end of the
Kovalchick era through its rebirth under the EBT
Foundation ownership. Many of these photographs
are available to the public for the first time in this
calendar. Enjoy these scenes of America's oldest
operating narrow gauge railroad, the East Broad |
Top, through the lens of Matthew Malkiewicz.

Calendar is 11x17 inches. Photo of the calendar cover and text |
courtesy of the East Broad Top Foundation.

.$4_9_9.9 50% OFF
. While Supply Lasts

Order on-line through the FEBT Company Store website at store.febt.org, using your account or create an account.
PayPal, major credit cards, and personal checks payable to FEBT Company Store are accepted.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Date Host Event

February 28 - March 1 FEBT Rockhill Work Session
March 21-22 FEBT Rockhill Work Session
March 28, 29 EBT Easter on the Rails

April 4 EBT Easter on the Rails

April 10-12 FEBT Rockhill Work Session

May 1-3 FEBT 2026 FEBT Reunion

May 16-17 EBT The EBT Goes to War!

May 16 EBT Trackside Tastes & Tunes
May 30 FEBT Young Easties Work Session
May 30-31 FEBT Rockhill Work Session

May 31 EBT Ice Cream Train

June 1-5 FEBT Rockhill Work Week

June 13 EBT/FEBT/BCACMHS Descendant Reunion

June 20 FEBT FEBT Museum Archives Day
June 20 EBT Broad Top Brews Train

June 27-28 FEBT Rockhill Work Session

June 28 EBT Ice Cream Train

July 4 EBT 4™ of July at the EBT

July 18-20 FEBT Rockhill Work Session

July 18 FEBT Young Easties Work Session
July 18 FEBT/BCACMHS Robertsdale-Wood Heritage Day
July 18 EBT Trackside Tastes & Tunes
July 19 EBT Ice Cream Train

August 8 FEBT FEBT Museum Archives Day
August 15-16 FEBT Rockhill Work Session
August 15 EBT Trackside Tastes & Tunes
August 16 EBT Ice Cream Train

August 30 EBT Trackside Tastes & Tunes
September 5 EBT Clash of the Axemen
September 10-13 EBT Central Pennsylvania Ragtime & American Music Fest.
September 12 FEBT Young Easties Work Session
September 12-13 FEBT Rockhill Work Session
September 12 EBT Trackside Tastes & Tunes
September 14-18 FEBT Rockhill Work Week
October 3 EBT Broad Top Brews Train
October 10, 11, 17, 18, 24, 25, 31 EBT Pumkin Patch Express
October 18 FEBT Young Easties Work Session
November 27, 28, 29 EBT Christmas in Coal Country
December 4-6, 11-13, 18-20 EBT Christmas in Coal Country

Hosts: FEBT
EBT
RTM
BTACMHS

FEBT Newsletter

Friends of the East Broad Top
East Broad Top Railroad
Rockhill Trolley Museum

Broad Top Area Coal Miners Historical Society
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UPCOMING ROCKHILL FURNACE VOLUNTEER SESSIONS

The next Rockhill Restoration Work Weekend will take place Saturday and Sunday, February 28 and March 1. The
remainder of the 2026 Rockhill schedule is on our website at https://febt.org/volunteer/. Please consider coming out to
help us continue to preserve and restore the EBT. If you are interested in participating in the Rockhill sessions, including
track work and are not on the current signup distribution, or if you have questions or suggestions about volunteering
please contact Dave Bulman, the FEBT Volunteer Coordinator, at volunteer(@febt.org. — Dave Bulman

FEBT MUSEUM SCHEDULE

The FEBT Museum will open Saturdays March 28 and April 4, 10:00 AM to
4:00 PM during the Easter on the Rails event.

FEBT Reunion Hours:
Friday, May 1 10:00 AM to 4:30 PM
Saturday, May 2 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM

The formal 2026 tourist season hours begin on May 9, 2026.
10:00 AM to 5:00 PM every Saturday, through October 31, 2026.

FEBRUARY VOLUNTEERS

The following members volunteered from January 22 to February 21 in Rockhill Furnace, in Robertsdale, along the line,
or remotely to support FEBT. Thanks to all FEBT volunteers for their dedicated efforts to preserve, restore, and interpret
the EBT.

Bill Adams Lawrence Biemiller John Bowie Sue Briggs
Dave Bulman Karen Bulman Roy Burnham Jane Clarke
Pete Clarke Chris Coleman Craig Confair Alex Cook
Doug Davenport Ray Davidowski George Dvorak Jack Fornadley
Al Gallo Steve Jackson Butch Kerchenske Eric Knepp

Ed Kompare Daniel Lane Ben Leese Mathew Malkiewicz
Margie McFalls Ray McFalls Curtis Miller Kevin Nolish
Tom Perman Dave Phillips Rich Poletto John Quinn
Jon Radder Lee Rainey Bill Reynolds Tim Schindele
Blair Stewart Jim Troup Gene Tucker Dick Ullery
Andy Van Scyoc Mike Wahler Bill Wheeler Brian Wolfe
Scarlett Wirt Jim Witmer

Charlie Wootton

ABOUT THIS ORGANIZATION

Friends of the East Broad Top, Inc. (FEBT) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, historical, and educational society dedicated to the
preservation, restoration, and interpretation of the East Broad Top Railroad National Historic Landmark in Huntingdon
County, Pennsylvania. It was organized in 1983 and now boasts over 2,200 members. FEBT publishes an award-winning
magazine, Timber Transfer, and a monthly e-newsletter, and operates a museum in Robertsdale PA, the EBT's southern
terminus. See febt.org/ for more information.
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ABOUT THIS NEWSLETTER

The Friends of the East Broad Top Newsletter is a monthly digital-only periodical. Started in 2020, it is intended to keep
members and donors apprised of what the organization has done and will be doing. The FEBT Newsletter is distributed
by email to the current list of members and donors, and is a privilege of contributing to the FEBT’s cause of preserving,
restoring, and interpreting the East Broad Top Railroad for current and future generations. The editor can be contacted at
Newsletter@febt.org. Previous issues of the FEBT Newsletter may be found at febt.org/newsletter. Press time for
information submitted is 8:00 PM Eastern time on the 25" of each month. Events occurring after the 25" such as
donations and memberships, will be considered part of the following month’s information.

Diesel 19 pulls a coal car consist during the Winter Spectacular. — Jimmy Braum photo
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