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The Young Easties paint the two unpainted hoppers in Robertsdale during their latest event on September 20, 2025. 

– Jane Clarke photo 
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No. 16 makes her way in front of Southern Huntingdon HS on September 26 for Take the Train to School Day. – Adam 

Watson photo 
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SUCCESSES FOUND DURING 

SEVEN SEPTEMBER WORKING DAYS 
 

September included the work weekend on Saturday and Sunday, September 13 and 14, followed by the fall work week 

from Monday to Friday, September 15 through 19.  We had 16 volunteers on Saturday and 15 on Sunday.  We had a total 

of 43 volunteers participate during the following work week.  Lunch was provided each day for a donation in the trolley 

museum pavilion, and Wednesday evening we had our volunteer cookout, followed by a great presentation by EBT 

Archivist Julie Fether on the EBT Archives large map and drawing collection.  The seven straight days of good weather 

and strong volunteer turnout resulted in great progress on a variety of projects and some major milestones achieved.   

 

The Boxcar 174 crew 

wrapped up efforts on the 

interior work benches and 

electrical systems, painted 

the roof and upper trim of 

the car, and prepared for 

installation of the poling 

pockets. 

 

The track crew was busy 

with a variety of tasks, the 

most significant being the 

complete re-decking of the 

turntable in conjunction 

with the EBTF staff.  The 

track crew also cut recently 

acquired ties to length and 

installed new ties in 

Rockhill yard track 3.   See 

Gene’s article on Page 14 

for more track crew details.    

 

The windows crew restored 

sashes in the Stone House, 

installed and restored 

windows and trim in the 

alley between the Machine 

and Boiler Shops, and 

continued restoring 

additional sashes in the 

Carpentry Shop for future 

installation. 

 

Top:  Larry Fuchs 

paints the roof of 

Boxcar 174. – Al Gallo 

photo 

Right:  Anne Culver 

and Butch Kerchenske 

restored window sashes 

in the Carpentry shop. 

– Al Gallo photo 
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The Storehouse crew removed the remaining interior stock racks from Storehouse 2 to prepare for upcoming foundation 

work.  The crew also installed and painted battens, flashing, and trim in the alley between the Machine and Boiler Shops.  

They also rebuilt the 

framing of the lean-to on 

the south wall of the lumber 

shed. 

 

A crew headed down to 

Saltillo to install a new 

Railway Express Agency 

sign and bulletin board on 

the new station.   

Above:  Dan Schmidt 

disassembles the 

remaining stock racks in 

Storehouse 2. – Dave 

Bulman photo. 

Right:  Craig Confair and 

Dave Bulman install the 

new Railway Express 

Agency sign on the Saltillo 

Station. – Al Gallo photo 
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The Combine 14 crew had a busy week 

tackling multiple tasks.  The final baggage 

door was installed, multiple windows  

were installed, metal and wood trim was 

primed and painted, and the baggage 

compartment bench was assembled, 

painted, and installed in the car.  Finally, on 

Friday the car was set on a pair of shop 

trucks and rolled out of the paint shop into 

the sunlight.  This marked the first time the 

car had been outside building in over twenty 

years and was a great way to end a very 

successful work week. 

 

Our volunteers in Rockhill continue to 

make great progress, but there remains 

much more to do.   We can always use more 

help.  If you’d like to contribute to these 

and other projects, please consider joining 

us! – Dave Bulman 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP BOX SCORE 
The Friends of the East Broad Top 

membership is up to 

2222 

 

 

 

 

active members 

Top:  John Thompson assembles the 

bench for the Combine 14’s baggage 

compartment outside the Paint Shop.  

– Al Gallo photo 

 

Center:  Mike Wahler and David 

Getty install the large baggage door 

track inside Combine 14.– Al Gallo 

photo 

 

Bottom:  FEBT volunteers watch as 

Combine 14 is pulled out of the Paint 

Shop on shop trucks by Brad Esposito 

in the M-6. – Dave Bulman photo 
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SEPTEMBER VOLUNTEERS 
 

The following members volunteered in August in Rockhill Furnace, Robertsdale, with the Archives, with the track crew, 

and/or remotely.  Thanks to all FEBT volunteers for their dedicated efforts to preserve, restore, and interpret the EBT. 

 Bill Adams  Chris Artale  Stacey Batovsky Steve Behe 

Robert Benkovitz Lawrence Biemiller John Bowie  Sue Briggs 

Alexander Brown Dave Bulman  Karen Bulman  Roy Burnham 

Jane Clarke  Pete Clarke  Chris Coleman  Craig Confair 

Chris Connacher Alex Cook  Anne Culver  Walt Culver 

Doug Davenport Ray Davidowski Ralph Davidson  Dave Dietz 

George Dvorak  Dave Ebright  Ron Elliot  Jack Fornadley 

Larry Fuchs  Al Gallo  Charles Geletzke, Jr David Getty 

Lance Gilliland  Bobby Goldby  Tom Hesketh  Charlie High 

Cliff Howell  Jim Hughes  Evan Ivosevic  Ted Ivosevic 

Steve Jackson  Steve Jacobs  Dave Johnson  Todd Johnson  

Bill Kepner  Butch Kerchenske Eric Knepp  Ed Kompare 

Daniel Lane  Ben Leese  Doug Linebaugh Mathew Malkiewicz 

Ray McFalls  Curtis Miller  Bob Morningstar Richard Morse 

Bill Mosteller  Joel Myers  Dave Padula  Sam Painter 

Dave Phillips  Hans Plugge  Rich Poletto  John Quinn 

Jon Radder  Lee Rainey  Mark Reese  Bill Reynolds 

Rick Rourke  Tim Schindele  Dan Schmidt  Russell Semen 

Jim Seville  Blair Stewart  Roger Stier  John Thompson 

Jim Troup  Gene Tucker  Dick Ullery  Andy Van Scyoc 

Mike Wahler  Chris Walker  Bill Wheeler  John Widmeyer 

Rob Willhite  Scarlett Wirt  Brian Wolfe  Connie Wolfe 

Terry Wolfe  Charlie Wootton 

 

  FEBT volunteers celebrate the emergence of Combine 14 at the end of the work week. – 

Brad Esposito photo. 
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SEPTEMBER FUNDRAISING UPDATE 
 

Donations continued to set new records with the FEBT campaign in 

September exceeding half a million dollars for the first time ever. 

September donations totaled $26,670 in 50 donations, bringing the 2025 

Campaign total to an amazing $522,237.   

 

FEBT greatly appreciates your continuing help to support its goals of 

restoring, preserving, and interpreting the East Broad Top Railroad.  Stay 

tuned for the exciting 2026 Campaign launch on October 4.  Thank you! 

 

 

September donors*: 

Richard Anderson Harry L. Anderson Jr.  Elizabeth Atkinson Alexander Bowser 

David H. Capp  Louis & Lana Cerny  Marlin D. Diehl  George J. Dvorak II 

Frank R. Dziama Gerard W. Farrell  J. Harry Feldman Douglas E. Fink 

Richard Gauthier Philip J. Grabowski  Sandy M. Grabowski Jeffrey Haslam 

Michael Hegedus John Helduser   William Hessler  Michael Hurlburt 

Dave Johnson  Victor V. Kidd   David Kneisley Sr. Eric Knepp 

Keith A. Kreider Richard C. Lind   Clifford Lutz  William Melville 

Linn W. Moedinger Samuel Painter   Bradford Paulson Donald Plotkin 

Michael E. Romansky Christopher Simone  Ann Sparrough  James G. Spencer 

Keith Stanley  Evan Stauffer, Jr.  Francis Sullivan  Vern Van Voorst 

Greg Vaughn  Michael & Barbara Wahler Brian Wolfe  Terrill L. Woolsey 

John S. Yoder 

 

* - All donors listed represent donations received between August 22, 2025 and September 21, 2025.  Donations received 

after September 21, and the final 2025 Campaign numbers, will be reported in the November 2025 issue due to press time 

constraints. 

 

 

The 2025 Annual Campaign ran October 1, 2024 through September 30, 2025.  The 2026 Annual Campaign begins 

October 1, 2025 and will run through September 30, 2026.  Campaign details will be revealed on October 4, during the 

FEBT Reunion.  You may donate online (credit card and PayPal accepted) at the FEBT Company Store, 

https://store.febt.org/donate.  If you prefer to send a check or money order payable to FEBT, address it to: 

 

Karen Bulman 

FEBT Fundraising Treasurer 

P.O. Box 43063 

Cincinnati, OH 45243 

 

FEBT is a designated 501(c)(3) 

organization and donations are tax-

deductible in the U.S.  

 

Thank you for your generous 

support! – Karen Bulman and Dave 

Bulman 

 

  

2025 Campaign Goal: 

$270,000 

September Donations: 

$26,670 

Campaign Total: 

$522,237 – 193.4% 

https://store.febt.org/donate
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SETPEMBER CAMPAIGN-SUPPORTED ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
 

Great progress continued at the EBT in September thanks to your generous support of the FEBT Campaign. 

 

The Saltillo station 

exterior was essentially 

completed in September 

with installation of the 

freight platform, gutters 

and downspouts, and the 

concrete passenger 

platform.  FEBT 

volunteers also installed 

a reproduction Railway 

Express Agency sign and 

a replica bulletin board.  

The remaining exterior 

task is installation of the 

steps up to the freight 

platform.  Next up will 

be installation of the 

mechanical equipment 

(HVAC, plumbing, 

insulation, and electrical 

wiring) by Swope 

Construction.   

 

In Rockhill, EBTF staff 

and FEBT volunteers 

installed a completely 

new deck on the 

turntable, including 

new timbers and deck 

boards.  All of this 

material was funded by 

the 2025 campaign 

donations beyond the 

initial goals.   

 

The March to Saltillo launched a significant new effort that will be announced at the FEBT 

Reunion on October 4.     

Above:  Saltillo 

station exterior 

nearing completion 

with freight platform, 

passenger platform, 

and gutters installed. 

– Al Gallo photo 

Right:  A swarm of 

FEBT and EBTF 

track crew work to 

reassemble the 

turntable deck. – Al 

Gallo photo 
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The Archives team 

continued scanning and 

cataloging a variety of 

collections for release to 

the public.  In September 

four photo collections 

were featured, which were 

hand selected by the 

Friends of the East Broad 

Top photograph 

committee. This 

committee combed 

through these collections, 

selecting the most 

interesting and unique 

photos.  These include 

Tourist Era shots of the 

Saltillo depot and water 

tank, the Coal Cleaning 

Plant in Mount Union, 

and the site of the former 

tipple in Robertsdale.  

Also highlighted was a 

small series of drawings 

that illustrate trackage of 

the Pennsylvania Railroad 

and EBT in Mount Union.   

 

Archivist Julie Fether gave presentations to the NRHS Lackawanna & Wyoming Valley Chapter in Scranton, and to 

FEBT volunteers in Rockhill during the September work week. The presentations highlighted the project work completed 

to date using the wide format scanner that was purchased with the 2022 Heritage Grant award by the National Railway 

Historical Society.   

 

Fall intern Amelia Kasdorf, a recent Juniata College graduate, has been working in the Archives learning various skills 

such as scanning, cataloging, and processing records.  Amelia is working closely with Lee Rainey for a car capacity tariffs 

project, which will be made publicly available in the future.   

The EBT Archives and Special Collections efforts are funded by the FEBT campaign. 

 

Your support of the FEBT Campaign will allow us to continue and accelerate these and other projects to preserve, restore, 

and interpret the EBT.  The 2026 Annual Campaign begins on October 1, 2025.  Details of the 2026 Campaign will be 

announced at the FEBT reunion on Saturday October 4.  You may donate online (credit card and Paypal accepted) at the 

FEBT Company Store, https://store.febt.org/donate.  If you prefer to send a check or money order payable to FEBT, 

address it to: 

 

Karen Bulman 

FEBT Fundraising Treasurer 

P.O. Box 43063 

Cincinnati, OH 45243 

 

 

FEBT is a designated 501(c)(3) organization and donations are tax-deductible in the U.S.  

– Dave Bulman and Karen Bulman 

 

 

Blacksmith Shop and Stone House. Date unknown. Photographer unknown.  – 

EBT Archives photo, EBTF.2025.5.9, William F. Goshorn collection 

https://store.febt.org/donate
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EBT ARCHIVES CELEBRATES THREE YEARS  

OF SHARED PUBLIC ACCESS 
 

This October, the East Broad Top Railroad Archives and Special Collections celebrates its third year of sharing 

collections with the public on its free Digital Catalog.  78 collections with 4,535 images are currently accessible.  The 

EBT Archives is pleased to feature two unique collections released just in time for this year’s Friends of the East Broad 

Top Annual Reunion held Friday, October 4 - Sunday, October 6.  These collections can be found online at 

https://ebtarchives.catalogaccess.com/exhibits/45.   

 

The Jay Darmstedter-Smithsonian 

Institution Collection includes a series of 

original Smithsonian Institution 

photographic contact sheets that 

document the rebuilding of EBT’s 

Baldwin Locomotive No. 14 in 1987, led 

by former Strasburg Railroad CEO and 

current EBT Foundation board member, 

Linn Moedinger.  

 

Former Smithsonian Institution 

photographer Jeff Tinsley and former 

curator of the National Museum of 

American History, William Withuhn 

(both deceased), visited the EBT that 

summer to document the rebuilding for 

the article, “On the East Broad Top: No. 

14 Steams Again," Locomotive & 

Railway Preservation (July/August 1988). 

A special thank you to the Smithsonian 

Institution Libraries & Archives and 

photograph archivist Marguerite Roby for 

permission to share these prints and the 

draft of Withuhn’s article!  

 

The Richard A. Steinmetz, Sr. Collection 

includes rare photos from the special 

National Railway Historical Society rail 

excursion in 1937, a few EBT 

Timetables, and a 1950 employee 

seniority roster of trainmen. 

 

The EBT Archives is a conjoined 

operating unit between the EBT 

Foundation and the Friends of the East 

Broad Top, and thanks you for your 

continued support to protect, preserve, 

and provide access to EBT Foundation 

and Friends of the EBT collections! – 

Julie Fether 

Top:  Contact Sheet 87-13267. 1987. Jeff Tinsley photos.  – EBT Archives photo, FEBT.2025.8.29. Jay Darmstedter-

Smithsonian Institution Collection 

Above:  EBT #14 at Mt. Union, PA with N.R.H.S. excursion train.  June, 1937.  Unknown Photographer. – EBT 

Archives photo, EBTF.2025.8.3, Richard A. Steinmetz Collection. 

https://ebtarchives.catalogaccess.com/exhibits/45
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TEENS IN FEBT’S YOUNG EASTIES PROGRAM 

WRAP UP A BUSY SEASON 
 

Our Final Offering This Season: Track Work in Rockhill (November 1) 
We could call our final Young Easties event of the season “A Day 

in the Life of the Nineteenth Century.”  The teens who take part 

will be joining the countless numbers of EBT track workers down 

through the years who did track work entirely by hand.  On 

Saturday, November 1, the teens who take part in FEBT’s Young 

Easties program will apply their youthful energy and their 

trackwork skills to the task of inserting ties into track in the 

Rockhill yard. 

 

We will begin our day at 9:00 AM, meeting at the Orbisonia 

Station.  Attendees should bring/wear: 

• Sturdy footwear:  Over-the-ankle boots (steel-

toed preferred) 

• Good gloves 

• Hard hat (required) 

• Long pants 

• Sun screen 

 

Lunch will be provided.  It helps to know how many teens to 

expect.  Those who are planning to attend should indicate their 

plans by visiting FEBT’s site at youthvol@febt.org.  New 

attendees should complete a registration form, which can be found 

at https://febt.org/youthform.  A gentle reminder is in store:  there 

is no cost to take part in the Young Easties program, but all 

attendees must be FEBT members, making use of FEBT’s Family 

membership.  Hope to see you trackside in November! 

 

The Young Easties Painting Crew Gathers in Robertsdale 
On Saturday, September 20, seven teens gathered in Robertsdale 

to apply a coat of paint to two coal hoppers that are on display. 

The teens used brushes and rollers to coat the sides of the cars. 

(The undersides, ends and trucks were spray painted prior to this 

work session. Kudos to Larry Fuchs for this work.) 

 

Since there was an ample number of workers on hand (who were 

accompanied by five of their parents or grandparents), each 

participant had the opportunity to visit the FEBT Museum, which 

features a number of new exhibits.  A sumptuous lunch was 

offered, including hot dogs, which came (I am told) from Steve 

Jackson’s farm, and which were cooked on his grill. – Gene 

Tucker 

  

Top:  Young Easties begin painting the 40T hopper. – Gene 

Tucker photo 

Right:  The Young Easties pose with a fully-painted hooper as 

their backdrop after a job well done. – Gene Tucker photo  

mailto:youthvol@febt.org
https://febt.org/youthform
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ROBERTSDALE NOTES FROM SEPTEMBER 
 

We started the month with two slow days, but this past Saturday (September 20) was very busy.  We like being very busy 

and encourage you to come and makes us busy.  What made September 20 so busy?  First, the Young Easties came and 

painted both of the previously unpainted hopper cars.  To make it more fun, we supplied lunch.  Hotdogs, potato salad, 

baked beans, chips, homemade cookies.  The young’uns were very dedicated to the task and finished both of the hopper 

cars.  Later that day they took a railbike ride.  This was also “Free Museum Day” in Huntingdon County.  I don’t know 

how much that impacted the number of guests we had, but we had 41 folks sign in that day.  It all added up to a pleasant 

day in which the hosts were kept quite busy. 

This newsletter will go out on October 1 and the reunion starts on October 3.  Will the new museum panel “Elements of 

Greatness” be done in time?  Will the new station doors (and new door frames they require) have been installed?  Will the 

new radio be installed?  Will the hoppers have been lettered?  Will the new track switch at the south end of the Mine #5 

loading track have been brought back into service?  Will the new walking tour signs be in place?  Will the gift shop have 

new items to tempt you?  Will you be able to ride to the south end of track without pedaling (thanks to the EBT bringing a 

speeder)?  No, I don’t expect that we’ll be able to get all of those things done.  But we expect enough to have been done to 

make it a wonderful visit, even if you were at last year’s reunion.  Frankly, even if you visited last month.  Oh, and you 

can count on the speeder. 

 

Robertsdale, what a cool place to be! – Pete Clarke 

Bill Reynolds, Bob Johnson, and Pete Clarke clean up after removing the existing door they are replacing at the 

Robertsdale Depot. – Jane Clarke photo 
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LITTLE DOWNTIME FOR THE TRACK CREW THIS MONTH 
 

The pace of work for FEBT’s track crews picked up significantly in September, in part because of the tasks that were 

accomplished during Work Week (September 15 – 19). 

 

Maintaining the Main 
On Tuesday, September 2, our personnel assisted the railroad’s full-time crew with tie installation on the main track just 

north of the Custard Stand.  Twenty ties were installed, and many more were re-spaced so as to maintain a spacing of 22 

inches, center-to-center of ties.  This makes it easier for the railroad’s mechanical tamper to tamp the track. 

 

On Tuesday, September 9, a worn 

rail a bit north of the area mentioned 

above was replaced.  Since there was 

a significant number of personnel 

present, some of them went south to 

Saltillo to cut brush once the rail had 

been replaced. 

 

Dismantling the Turntable 
In preparation for the work to be 

done during Work Week, FEBT 

personnel assisted with the removal 

of old rail, ties and appliances on the 

turntable at the roundhouse. This 

work took place on Monday, 

September 8. 

 

 

 

An Active Work Week 
The Fall Work Week began on Monday, September 15 with the installation of new timbers and rail on the turntable.  Re-

installation of the handrails and other appliances followed.  FEBT’s crew was limited to five personnel per day.  The 

railroad’s full-time crew, assisted by FEBT’s personnel, were able to complete the work by the close of business on 

Tuesday, September 16.  This allowed locomotive No. 16 to make her way out of the roundhouse for the week’s 

excursions. 

 

On Wednesday, personnel 

gathered in the Boney Pile to cut 

down standard-length ties to six 

and seven-foot lengths for use in 

yard track and in main track. Sixty 

ties were re-sized. 

 

Above:  FEBT and EBTF joint 

personnel pause during the 

turntable decking removal on 

September8. – Matthew 

Malkiewicz photo 

Right:  The joint crew 

reassembles the turntable with 

new materials during the fall 

Work Week. – Al Gallo photo 
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Finally, the week finished with the installation of 20 ties in Track 3 in the Rockhill yard.  As in the work on the main 

mentioned above, many ties which did not require changing out were re-spaced to twenty-two (22) inches. 

 

Future Planning in Robertsdale 
In addition to the work being 

done on the turntable in Rockhill, 

another crew gathered in 

Robertsdale on Tuesday, 

September 16.  We accomplished 

various tasks, including the 

completion of the spray painting 

of the hopper cars on display, and 

some planning for the work 

required to bring the switch at the 

Mine 5 siding back into 

operation. 

 

We also picked up a switch 

machine and brought it back to 

Rockhill for storage and for 

future use. 

 

Finally, we corrected some minor 

gauge issues in the track just 

south of the Grant Street crossing 

(this is the first dirt crossing that 

one encounters going south from 

the station…how many know that 

this crossing actually has a 

name?). 

 

The FEBT Track Crew:  An Active, Willing and Hard-Working Bunch 
During this reporting period, we 

were honored to have the support 

of 27 of our members.  Among 

this number were some who had 

come a significant distance to be 

present (which is one of the 

benefits of having an annual 

Spring and Fall Work Week, 

concentrated work events which 

allow those who live a long way 

away to come and assist over a 

period of days).  We also 

welcomed two new members:  

Chris Artale and Steve Behe, to 

our number. Welcome, gents. – 

Gene Tucker 

 

  

Above:  Daniel Lane checks the gauge of Track 3 in the Rockhill Yard on 

September 18. – Al Gallo photo 

Below:  Larry Fuchs and Gene Tucker prep the display hoopers for the Young 

Easties to finish the painting during their September event. – Doug Linebaugh 

photo 
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ALL ABOARD FOR THE 2025 FEBT REUNION! 

 

With pre-registration having closed on September 28, we are now in the final stretch before the 42nd Annual FEBT 

Reunion leaves the station on Friday, October 3.  As has been, and can be, seen in the September Newsletter issue, this 

year's program of events is even more packed than ever.  But that doesn’t mean there isn’t time for some last minute 

announcements. 

 

Due to the extremely overwhelming response to Reunion pre-

registration, the FEBT Reunion Dinner Train is SOLD OUT and the 

in-person registration offered at Reunion will NOT include the FEBT 

Dinner Train.  However, in-person registration will be a lower price 

of $25 and include all other reunion activities such as the panels, 

model and photo contests and reunion auction! In-person registration 

has extremely limited availability of 30 registrations available and 

are on a first come, first served basis. The time slot for in-person 

registration is on Friday, October 3 from 10 AM to 4 PM at the 

historic Robertsdale Depot with any excess being available from 9 

AM to Noon on Saturday, October 4 at the Rockhill Elementary 

School. 

 

Joining us this year is the Aikenback Live Steamers and they’re bringing a live steam demonstration layout with them on 

Saturday and Sunday for all to enjoy.  This layout will be set up by the gravel lot near the EBT’s roundhouse so everyone 

can enjoy steam power both small and large.  

 

But that’s not all for layouts, in addition to the outdoor layout of the Aikenback Live Steamers and the layout of renowned 

EBT historian Dr. Lee Rainey being open for viewing at select times,  the layouts of the Bricktown Model Railroad 

Association and Wade Woodcock will also be open at select times on the Sunday of Reunion.  For those keeping score at 

home, that’s four layouts you can see during the reunion weekend. 

 

But wait, there’s even more.  The Broad Top Area Coal Miners Museum will also be open throughout the Reunion 

weekend.  Be sure to stop by and see their impressive collection of artifacts celebrating the coal mining heritage of the 

Broad Top Mountain. 

 

Timings for these openings will be in the full schedule booklet included with your registration packet, which is available 

for pick up by Reunion registrants from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM on Friday, October 3 at the historic Robertsdale Depot. 

 

We look forward to seeing many of you, for a fun-filled weekend on October 3, 4, and 5, celebrating the unmatched hard 

work of FEBT Volunteers, the unequalled dedication of the EBT Staff and the record-shattering generosity of thousands 

of donors.  There really isn’t a better way to spend a week, is there? 

 

The East Broad Top Railroad will be running several special excursions throughout the Reunion Weekend.  These 

excursions are available to purchase at an additional cost and not included in your Reunion registration and are for sale to 

the General Public.  Capacity for these special offerings is limited so be sure to purchase your tickets early.   

 

Morning Freight Run to Colgate Grove & PA-994  

Date: October 4th & 5th 

Time: 7:30am  

Cost: $30.00 per person  

Tickets:  https://fareharbor.com/embeds/book/eastbroadtop/items/430724/?full-

items=yes&flow=1037004.  
 

 

https://fareharbor.com/embeds/book/eastbroadtop/items/430724/?full-items=yes&flow=1037004
https://fareharbor.com/embeds/book/eastbroadtop/items/430724/?full-items=yes&flow=1037004
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M-1 Excursion to Colgate Grove & PA-994  

Date: October 4th & 5th  

Times: 11:15am • 12:45pm • 2:15pm 

Cost: $30 Adults ages 13+ • $25 Children ages 2-12 

Tickets:  https://fareharbor.com/embeds/book/eastbroadtop/items/284675/?full-

items=yes  

 

 

 

M-3 Excursion to Colgate Grove  

Date: October 4th & 5th (Saturday excursions are sold out) 

Times: 10:20am • 11:50am • 1:20pm • 2:50pm 

Cost: $20.00 per person 

Tickets:  https://fareharbor.com/embeds/book/eastbroadtop/items/287332/?full-

items=yes  

 

 

 

The East Broad Top will also be running their regularly scheduled trains at 10:30 am, 12:00 pm, 1:30 pm and 3:00 pm 

throughout the weekend, and these tickets are already on sale.  

 

Thank you to the East Broad Top Railroad for organizing these special excursions and experiences for the Reunion 

Weekend!  But it’s not just excursions happening during the weekend, so let’s circle back to the activities that are 

included with the $40 per member FEBT Reunion Registration, which you can complete from now to September 28 by 

logging into the FEBT Company Store as a current member and clicking the Reunion Section in the upper left.    

Schedule changes may occur, and have occurred, so the following is the current, most up-to-date plan.  Kicking off the 

weekend on Friday, October 3, we will be in Robertsdale, where you can pick up your pre-registration, or even register in 

person, at the historic Robertsdale Depot from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM.  Keep in mind though, this is the only day that in-

person registration will be available.  There is even more happening in Robertsdale in addition to the usual walking tours 

of mines and company square, including:  

 

10:00 AM to 4:00 PM   Registration Pick up and In-Person Registration at the Robertsdale Depot  

10:00 AM to 4:30 PM   FEBT’s Robertsdale Museum is Open  

11:00 AM    Lawerence Biemiller presents a Gallery Talk on the Iron Furnaces and Industry 

1:00 PM    Henry Long will be demonstrating how to use a historic surveying transit  

2:30 PM to 4:30 PM   Extended mine tour of mines 1, 3, and 5  

 

From there we move to the Robertsdale fire hall for a night of comradery, fun and the first rounds of our special FEBT 

Reunion Panels including:  

 

5:00 PM    The 2025 FEBT Reunion Kickoff  

5:15 PM    A Panel on the Construction of the Saltillo Station  

6:00 PM    The Annual FEBT Business Meeting  

7:00 PM    A Discussion on Track with Henry Long and Gene Tucker 

 

 

Looking ahead to Saturday, October 4, the FEBT Reunion kicks in high gear as we have a number of panels and 

presentations at the Rockhill Elementary School to bring attendees up to date on a variety of topics and more including: 

 

6:00 AM    FEBT Exclusive Hostling Photo Session in the Rockhill Yard  

7:30 AM to 10:30 AM  Open House of the Rockhill Furnace Yard  

8:30 AM to 4:30 PM   EBT Archives and Special Collections Baggage Room Display  

9:00 AM to 12:00 PM   Registration Pick up at Rockhill Elementary School  

9:00 AM to 10:00 AM   Model and Photo Contest Check-in  

10:00 AM to 4:00 PM   Model and Photo Contest Viewing  

https://fareharbor.com/embeds/book/eastbroadtop/items/284675/?full-items=yes
https://fareharbor.com/embeds/book/eastbroadtop/items/284675/?full-items=yes
https://fareharbor.com/embeds/book/eastbroadtop/items/287332/?full-items=yes
https://fareharbor.com/embeds/book/eastbroadtop/items/287332/?full-items=yes
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10:00 AM to 4:00 PM   Vendor Hours (FEBT Company Store, Garbely Publishing, Iron Horse Engraving)  

10:00 AM    Panel:  The Restoration of EBT Combine 14  

11:00 AM to 12:00 PM  Archives and Museum Volunteer Open House and Information Session  

11:00 AM to 4:00 PM   Silent Auction  

12:00 PM    Panel:  EBT Foundation Updates with Brad Esposito and Henry Posner III  

1:00 PM    The 2026 Campaign Presentation  

3:00 PM to 4:30 PM  Panel:  A discussion with the EBT and FEBT Young Guns  

3:00 PM to 4:30 PM  Archives and Museum Volunteer Open House and Information Session  

8:30 PM    Contest Awards, In-Person Feature Auction 

 

 

Rounding out the weekend on Sunday, October 5, the FEBT Reunion spreads out across the EBT corridor, and then some, 

for some visiting opportunities including:  

 

7:30 AM to 10:30 AM  Open House of the Rockhill Furnace Yard  

10:00 AM to 5:00 PM   FEBT’s Robertsdale Museum is Open 

10:00 AM to 12:00 PM   Extended mine tour of Mines 1, 3, and 5   

10:00 AM to 2:00 PM   EBT Archives and Special Collections Baggage Room Display  

10:30 AM    Shade Gap and Rockhill Furnace by Trolley  

10:30 AM to 12:30 PM   Open House of the Saltillo Station site and building  

2:45 PM    Shade Gap and Rockhill Furnace by Trolley  

3:00 PM to 5:00 PM   Open House of the PRR/EBT S/Sn3 layout of renowned EBT historian, Dr. Lee Rainey 

 

 

As if this article couldn’t be packed with more information, we just received word that we would be receiving some 

incredibly special items from the ongoing restoration of historic Coach No. 8 by EBT Foundation Staff.  The EBT 

Foundation has generously donated the historic letter board and two number panels of Coach No. 8 to the Reunion 

Auction. This is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to own an incredible piece of EBT history.  Remember, to participate in 

the auction, you must be registered for the reunion as it is not open to the general public. – Al Gallo 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Date     Host   Event                    

October 3, 4, 5    FEBT   2025 Fall Reunion 

October 3, 4, 10, 11, 17, 18, 24 ,25, 31 Bricktown Museum Horrorween Haunted Warehouse 

October 4    RTM   Fall Spectacular 

October 11, 12, 18, 19, 25, 26  EBT   Pumpkin Patch Express 

October 11    RTM   Pumpkin Trolley 

October 25, 26    RTM   Costume Days 

November 1    Bricktown Museum Horrorween Haunted Warehouse 

November 1    FEBT   Young Easties Work Session (Rockhill) 

November 1-2     FEBT   Rockhill Work Session 

November 4    RTM   Full Moon Trolley Ride 

November 28-30   EBT   Christmas in Coal Country 

November 28, 29   RTM   Lights, Camera, Christmas Trolleys! 

December 5-7, 12-14, 19-21  EBT   Christmas in Coal Country 

December 5, 6, 12, 13, 19, 20  RTM   Lights, Camera, Christmas Trolleys! 

December 6, 13    RTM   Santa’s Trolley 

 
Hosts: FEBT  Friends of the East Broad Top   www.febt.org 

 EBT  East Broad Top Railroad    www.eastbroadtop.com  

 RTM  Rockhill Trolley Museum    www.rockhilltrolley.org   

 BTACMHS Broad Top Area Coal Miners Historical Society broadtopminersmuseum.com 

http://www.febt.org/
http://www.eastbroadtop.com/
http://www.rockhilltrolley.org/
https://broadtopminersmuseum.com/
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UPCOMING ROCKHILL FURNACE VOLUNTEER SESSIONS 

 

The next Rockhill Restoration Work Weekend will take place Saturday and Sunday, November 1 and 2.  Thisis the last 

scheduled 2025 Rockhill Furnace Work Session.  The 2026 schedule will be announced soon.  See the FEBT website at 

https://febt.org/volunteer/ for additional details.  Please consider coming out to help us continue to preserve and restore 

the EBT.  If you are interested in participating in the Rockhill sessions, including track work and are not on the current 

signup distribution, or if you have questions or suggestions about volunteering please contact Dave Bulman, the FEBT 

Volunteer Coordinator, at volunteer@febt.org. – Dave Bulman 

 

FEBT MUSEUM SCHEDULE 

 

The FEBT Museum is open for the 2025 season through the end of October.   

Operating hours are Saturdays, 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM. 

 

Reunion Weekend Hours: 

Friday, October 3: 10:00 AM to 4:30 PM 

Saturday, October 4: Closed 

Sunday, October 5: 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM 

 

  

 

https://febt.org/volunteer/
mailto:volunteer@febt.org
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FEBT ANNUAL REUNION CONTESTS INFORMATION 
 

General Contest Summary 
Any FEBT member who is a Reunion registrant may enter the model and photo contests.  No model or photo that has ever 

won an award in a previous FEBT contest may be entered.  Judging and voting for both contests will take place during the 

Saturday of Reunion with the Winners being announced Saturday Evening. 

 

Photo Contest 
●  Must feature the EBT or related restoration activities. 

● All photos must be mounted on/in a mat board no larger than 11 by 14 inches; the photo may be any size but not 

exceed the size of the mat. 

● Panoramic and wide-format photos.  The max size for mat board is 30 x 14 inches. 

● No picture frames or glass/Plexiglas covers may be used. 

● No more than two photos may be submitted by a single entrant in each category. 

● Only the photographer can enter a photo. 

● Color and black-and-white photos must be entered in one of these categories: 

○ Classic Original: photos with minimal alterations beyond cropping. 

○ Artist’s Choice: entries may have any manipulations and enhancements done to achieve the desired end. 

● The Timber Transfer editor may present an Editor’s Choice Award. 

 

Model Contest 
● All models must be based on subjects directly related to the EBT. 

● No limit to the number of models entered by each entrant. 

● There must be at least two models entered in a category for a contest to be declared. (No award will be given in 

any category in which a contest is not declared.) 

● Categories may be combined to ensure a contest. 

● Supporting documentation may be displayed with any entry, as long as the entrant’s name does not appear on any 

● of the documentation. 

● The model contest categories are as follows: 

○ Locomotives – Any self-propelled equipment except maintenance-of-way speeders. 

○ Rolling Stock – Any revenue freight or passenger equipment; any non revenue equipment primarily 

intended for track or lineside maintenance. 

○ Structures and Module/Dioramas – Any building or other structure, either railroad-related or lineside; and 

any structure or structures that are mounted on a base which depicts a scene, with or without track. 

● “What If” – Any model depicting a facet of the EBT had history played out differently (had the EBT standard 

gauged, carried on past 1956, etc.) 

● Special restoration program model contest 

○ This award recognizes the model that best represents a project undertaken by our restoration volunteers. 

The award consists of a special plaque created by our Rockhill Furnace restoration crew. This special 

award will be based on the popular vote of current restoration volunteers. – Al Gallo 

 

 

ABOUT THIS ORGANIZATION 

 

Friends of the East Broad Top, Inc. (FEBT) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, historical, and educational society dedicated to the 

preservation, restoration, and interpretation of the East Broad Top Railroad National Historic Landmark in Huntingdon 

County, Pennsylvania.  It was organized in 1983 and now boasts over 2,200 members.  FEBT publishes an award-winning 

magazine, Timber Transfer, and a monthly e-newsletter, and operates a museum in Robertsdale PA, the EBT's southern 

terminus.  See febt.org/ for more information.  

 

 

 

https://febt.org/
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ABOUT THIS NEWSLETTER 
 

The Friends of the East Broad Top Newsletter is a monthly digital-only periodical.  Started in 2020, it is intended to keep 

members and donors apprised of what the organization has done and will be doing.  The FEBT Newsletter is distributed 

by email to the current list of members and donors, and is a privilege of contributing to the FEBT’s cause of preserving, 

restoring, and interpreting the East Broad Top Railroad for current and future generations.  The editor can be contacted at 

Newsletter@febt.org.  Previous issues of the FEBT Newsletter may be found at febt.org/newsletter.  Press time for 

information submitted is 8:00 PM Eastern time on the 25th of each month.  Events occurring after the 25th, such as 

donations and memberships, will be considered part of the following month’s information.  

 

 

 

 

Dave Bulman and Alex Brown rebuild the lean-to at the south end of the lumber shed. – Al Gallo photo 

mailto:Newsletter@febt.org
https://febt.org/newsletter

