
 
 

 

Volume 6, Issue 9       September 2025 

 

 

 

The Saltillo Station exterior is nearly complete on August 27, 2025 as this trackside photo displays.  The opposite 

view of the station can now be seen from Google Maps streetview feature. – Al Gallo photo 
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FALL TIMBER TRANSFER EN ROUTE 
 

Hard copies of the Fall 2025 Timber Transfer will be mailed on September 2.  

Digital downloads are currently available at the FEBT Company Store.  In this 

issue, you will find the second installment of Lee Rainey's series on EBT passenger 

cars, Ron Pearson and Ric Case's study of the original Woodvale shaft mine, and 

Josh Capp's detailed experience repairing the clock in the Chief Engineer's Office. – 

Jane Clarke 

 

JUNIATA COLLEGE STUDENT 

COMPLETES INTERNSHIP FOR PHMC 

GRANT PROJECT 
 

The East Broad Top Railroad Archives and Special Collections welcomed Ms. Zoe Merkel as the summer 2025 intern 

from Juniata College.  Zoe (‘27) is a junior with a dual Program of Emphasis in History & Museum Studies and Social 

Studies Secondary Education.  Zoe completed the 10-week internship focusing on the Friends of the East Broad Top’s 

PHMC Historical and Archival Records Care Grant award for the East Broad Top Railroad Oral History and Film 

Preservation project and is the fifth intern to work in the Archives from the college. 

 

As part of her introduction to 

the EBT and the project, Zoe 

received an EBT 101 education 

with Dr. Lee Rainey, visited 

both the Robertsdale Museum 

and the Broad Top Area Coal 

Miners Museum, took diesel 

and trolley rides, and got to see 

Engine No. 16 out during its 

recent test runs.  For the 

project, Zoe developed an 

extensive inventory to record 

data and historical information 

related to the analog oral 

history and film materials 

owned by the Broad Top Area 

Coal Miners Historical 

Society, EBT Foundation, and 

the Friends in preparation for 

digitization by a third-party 

vendor.  Zoe’s impressive inventory sheet captured descriptive metadata for 66 analog recordings found on a variety of 

media such as cassette, VHS, videocassette, and 8mm and 16mm film. 

 

In addition to the physical materials, Zoe inventoried the many existing hard copy transcripts for interviews conducted by 

Friends members, and any of those interviews featured in Timber Transfer.  Zoe also tested the AI transcription service 

rev.com using the audio sample from the Friends’ oral history collection of an interview with Andy Ciampa conducted by 

Craig A. Williams and transcribed by Roy F. Hord.  Zoe compared the AI transcription with the original transcription, of 

which components were published in Timber Transfer, Vol. 10, No. 1, Summer 1993, “Train Time at Fairview, An 

Interview with Andy Ciampa.”  To culminate her experience working on the grant project, Zoe conducted a Zoom 

presentation, “Moving Memories: Oral Histories for the East Broad Top,” for FEBT Board of Directors and her Juniata 

College professors, Dr. Jim Tuten and Kathryn Blake.  

Zoe Merkel, PHMC grant project intern. – Matthew Malkiewicz  photo 
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Reflecting upon her 

internship experience, 

Zoe noted several 

lessons she learned:  “1. 

What is considered 

important, standards, 

and best practices all 

change over time.  2. 

When conducting an 

oral history project, 

having a set of standard 

questions/introduction 

to people is extremely 

helpful.  3. Building an 

inventory takes time 

(longer than we would 

hope).  4. Don’t sit 

outside the station as 

the steam engine is 

sitting there too, unless 

you want to be smoked 

out.”  

 

Congratulations, Zoe, for a job well done! – Julie Fether (formerly Rockwell) 

 

AUGUST RESTORATION UPDATE 
 

We had two productive FEBT work weekends in August, both with strong turnouts and nice weather.  The first session 

was August 2 and 3.  We had 22 volunteers on Saturday and 16 on Sunday.  The late August work session was held on 

August 23 and 24.  We had 20 volunteers on Saturday and 17 on Sunday.  During August, we had five first time 

volunteers, one of whom came all the way from Manitoba, Canada to join us. 

 

The two sessions resulted in 

strong advancement on our 

ongoing projects, including 

Combine 14, Boxcar 174, shop 

windows, and the Storehouse.   

 

Progress on Combine 14 included 

additional window preparation 

and installation, installation and 

painting of exterior trim, 

completion of baggage door 

tracks, creation of seat cushion 

trim pieces, and the installation of 

one of the two large baggage 

doors.   

Sample inventory fields used for the Oral History and Film Preservation project. – Zoe 

Merkel image 

 

Charlie Wootton, Butch 

Kerchenske, Collin Wilde, and 

Zach Russo install one of the 

large baggage doors on 

Combine 14. –  Dave Bulman 

photo. 
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Work on the boxcar focused on installation 

of interior electrical wiring and equipment 

that will be key to its use as a mobile 

workshop.    

 

The windows crew continued restoring 

sashes, salvaging glass panes, installing 

restored sashes, and window trim painting.    

 

The Storehouse crew completely removed 

the deteriorated first floor walls and 

structure of Storehouse 2 in preparation for 

the new foundation and wall construction.  

The crew also installed a temporary 

hanging gutter between the two storehouses 

to keep water out of this area as work 

progresses. 

 

Saturday, August 23 was special for our 

Rockhill volunteers as they were able to 

attend the dedication of the Kovalchick 

monument and take part in honoring the 

Kovalchick family. 

 

Our volunteers in Rockhill continue to 

make great progress, but there remains 

much more to do.  We can always use more 

help.  If you’d like to contribute to these 

and other projects, please consider joining 

us! – Dave Bulman 

 

MEMBERSHIP BOX SCORE 
The Friends of the East Broad Top 

membership is up to 

2181 

 

 

 

 

active members 
Top:  Mark Reese works on installing 

electrical equipment inside Boxcar 

174.  – Al Gallo photo 

 

Center:  Roger Stier paints window 

trim in the Boiler shop alley. – Al 

Gallo photo 

 

Bottom:  Alex Brown, Aaron Rueter, 

and Dave Bulman disassemble the 

first floor walls of Storehouse 2. – Al 

Gallo photo 
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THE ACORN SOCIETY:   

MIGHTY OAKS FROM LITTLE ACORNS GROW 
 

In the February 2025 Newsletter we 

introduced the Acorn Society, named 

after the commonly used description of 

the East Broad Top logo.  The Acorn 

Society has been created to recognize 

those who have invested not only their 

financial resources but their sweat 

equity as volunteers. 

  

Society members receive as an annual 

achievement award, a dated coin, and a 

lapel pin that recognizes a contribution 

for the year of $2400, 100 hours of 

volunteer service, or a combination 

thereof, or other significant service to 

either organization.  Our year-long 

clock for such recognition runs from 

October through September.  That 

means you have the month of 

September to get across the goal line to 

join the Acorn Society for 2025! 

 

If you’d like to be part of the Acorn 

Society and play a bigger part in the restoration of the East Broad Top Railroad consider volunteering or giving.  See the 

FEBT website at https://febt.org/ for more information.  Both the Friends and the Foundation are 501(c)(3) organizations.  

– Pete Claussen 

Acorn Society members received these pins in recognition of their dedication 

to the East Broad Top Railraod . – Matthew Malkiewicz photo 

Joe Kovalchick stands next 

to the monument honoring 

his family’s dedication to 

preserving the East Broad 

Top Railroad, dating back 

to his father’s purchase of 

the railroad in 1956. – 

Matthew Malkiewicz photo 

https://febt.org/
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AUGUST VOLUNTEERS 

 

The following members volunteered in August in Rockhill Furnace, Robertsdale, with the Archives, with the track crew, 

and/or remotely.  Thanks to all FEBT volunteers for their dedicated efforts to preserve, restore, and interpret the EBT. 

 Bill Adams  Stacey Batovsky  Lawrence Biemiller  John Bowie 

Sue Briggs  Alexander Brown  Dave Bulman   Karen Bulman 

Roy Burnham   John Catanese   Jane Clarke   Pete Clarke 

Chris Coleman  Craig Confair   Chris Connacher  Alex Cook 

Doug Davenport Ray Davidowski  Ralph Davidson   Dave Ebright 

Jack Fornadley  Larry Fuchs   Al Gallo   Charles Geletzke, Jr 

Lance Gilliland  Bobby Goldby   Dave Hart   Tom Hesketh 

Charlie High  Jim Hughes   Steve Jackson   Dave Johnson 

Butch Kerchenske Greg Kifer   Eric Knepp   Ed Kompare 

Daniel Lane  Jake Lane   Ben Leese   Doug Linebaugh 

Kevin Lynch  Mathew Malkiewicz  Christian McCann  Ray McFalls 

Curtis Miller  Isak Motter   Joel Myers   Kevin Nolish 

Sam Painter  Tom Perman   Dave Phillips   Hans Plugge 

John Quinn  Jon Radder   Lee Rainey   Mark Reese 

Rocky Regula  Bill Reynolds   Blake Rimmey   Rick Rourke 

Aaron Rueter  Mathew Rueter   Zachary Russo   Tim Schindele 

Blair Stewart  Roger Stier   Jim Troup   Gene Tucker 

Lamar Tyson  Dick Ullery   Andy VanScyoc  Mike Wahler 

Bill Wheeler  John Widmeyer   Norm Wilcox   Scarlett Wirt 

Jim Witmer  Brian Wolfe   Charlie Wootton 

 

 

  FEBT volunteers gather with Engine No. 16 at the start of the late August work session. – 

Brad Esposito photo. 
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UNIQUE WALKING TOUR DURING ARCHIVES DAY IN 

ROBERTSDALE 
 

EBT Scholar Dr. Vagel Keller 

highlighted the scene from the 

Robertsdale depot before the EBT 

tracks arrived during his 

presentation, “The EBT in 

Robertsdale,” on Saturday, August 

9, at the FEBT Museum.  The tour 

was held in conjunction with the 

museum’s second Archives Day of 

the season, bringing guests that 

included members of the Friends 

and Broad Top Area Coal Miners 

Museum, the EBT Foundation 

Board of Directors, and the Reading 

Company Technical & Historical 

Society.  Archivist Julie Fether 

(formerly Rockwell) brought maps 

and drawings supplementing 

Vagel’s tour, along with other 

Rockhill Iron and Coal Company 

documents and appraisal reports. 

 

Vagel’s tour highlighted his many 

discoveries over the last couple of 

years while volunteering in the EBT 

Archives and Special Collections.  

By helping to inventory and sort the 

thousands of maps and drawings 

found in the vaults at the Orbisonia 

Passenger Station, Vagel has 

learned more about mining 

operations in Robertsdale, 

especially from very early (and 

oversize!) drawings and reports 

produced by the coal company and 

the railroad.  Many of these 

drawings provide clues about the 

Broad Top Mountain lands before the 

railroad's construction, during its 

early days, and the changes that 

occurred over time.  (Did you know 

that there was a turntable in 

Robertsdale? Indeed, there was!) 

 

To accompany Vagel’s talk, Julie created a digital exhibit featuring a selection of maps and drawings accessible on the 

Archives’ Digital Catalog: https://ebtarchives.catalogaccess.com/exhibits/43.  Vagel also shared images taken with his 

phone of Map of the Rockhill Iron & Coal Co. Collieries in the East Broad Top Coal Region, Oct. 1873, Scale 100 feet to 

1 inch (37.5” x 47.5”), a drawing so large and worn that the Archives cannot scan it. 

 

Be sure to join in various offerings supported by the Archives team during the FEBT Reunion, both in Robertsdale and 

Rockhill Furnace! – Julie Fether (formerly Rockewll) 

Dr. Vagel Keller directs the group’s eye south as he talks about the 

railroad’s first tracks in Robertsdale. – Julie Fether photo (formerly 

Rockwell photo 

  

Above:  Wooden (McCoy Road) and rubber 

(Maddensville Pike) flangeways demonstrate the 

options, based on rate of vehicle traffic.  Note how the 

pavement creates a minimum angle in the driving 

surface as it crosses the right-of-way to make as sooth 

a surface as possible. – Gene Tucker photos 

Right:  Compromise joints adapt the differing weights 

and heights of rail types to have a consistent top 

elevation for safe train passage. – Gene Tucker photo 

https://ebtarchives.catalogaccess.com/exhibits/43
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AUGUST ROBERTSDALE ROUNDUP 

 

The August 9 “Archives Day” 

featuring Vagel Keller was very 

popular.  See the separate report 

from Julie on Page 8.  

 

We had two group visits in 

August.  The Huntingdon County 

Visitors Bureau came.  They were 

leading writers around the county 

to introduce them to the attractions 

here.  The hope is that this will get 

more articles in various 

publications and increase the 

number of visitors the county gets.  

On another day, FEBT member 

Dave Camisa arranged a group 

visit.  So, while it’s true that we 

are only regularly open on 

Saturdays, we do encourage you to 

work with us to see if we can open 

for your group – even if it’s not on 

a Saturday. 

 

September is a wonderful month to 

visit the museum.  Special days 

this September include Saturday, 

September 20 when the Young 

Easties plan to come and paint one 

of the unpainted hopper cars.  That 

day is also “Free Museum Day” in 

Huntingdon County.  While our 

museum is always free, this would 

be a good day to combine a visit 

here with a visit to other local 

museums that are participating.  You can find a list of those at 

http://huntingdoncountyhistory.com/free_museum_day.html.  The Miners Museum is participating (so, it’s free but give 

them a nice donation to thank them for helping us when we had a plumbing problem this past month!) 

 

By the time you get the October issue it will be too late (for most of you) to make plans to attend the FEBT Reunion.  So, 

I guess it’s only appropriate for me to mention it now.  Not retired yet, still working?  Take off on Friday, October 3 

because the Robertsdale Museum will be open from 10 AM to 4:30 PM.  Why 4:30 PM?  Because the evening program at 

the firehall begins at 5 PM.  It will be worth it.  Have you seen the Mine 7 & 8 branch roadbed?  How about rock cuts 

dating back to 1890, the remains of beautiful stone culverts that may date from that far back, the remains of truck dumps, 

the site of “Shaft 1” (and heard of how it was used)?  All that, from the perspective of a train running from Robertsdale to 

Woodvale and back, and more is part of the railbike tours.   

 

On Friday of the Reunion, the EBT plans to bring up a speeder, so you’ll be able to see those sites without pedaling.  

We’ll park the railbikes since they can’t match the speed of the speeder.  We’ll also have the handcar out and offer short 

rides on that.  Sunday the bikes will be in use.  Walking tours look at sites from a completely different angle and see 

different locations.  Have you seen original Mine #1, the first coal cleaning plant, modern Mine #1, the fan house, the 

mule barn, Mine #3, the power house, the boiler house, the second coal cleaning plant, Mine #5 opening, tipple, the loads 

and empties roadbed for mine cars, had the cable system explained to you, understand the efficiency of the mine car 

Dr. Vagel Keller shares a newly discovered mine gallery drawing of the entire 

Broad Top Mountain, undated and unnamed. – Julie Fether photo 

http://huntingdoncountyhistory.com/free_museum_day.html
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dumping system, know how a miner got paid for the coal they dug?  All that and more is part of the walking tours.  Each 

host/tour guide has different interests, and each group has different questions, so no two tours are exactly the same.  What 

a good excuse to do it more than once.  

 

 

 

At the Reunion you can take a tour with one of our hosts.  You’ll also have a chance to take a walking tour with Ron 

Pearson, Ric Case, and Vagel Keller – probably the most knowledgeable people about the mining area.  If you have not 

taken a tour with them, you should, if only to listen in as the three EBT scholars debate what they see on site and what 

they have seen in the archives and come to logical conclusions of what must have been.  Have you taken the time to look 

closely at the displays in the museum?  Oh, by the way, there will be new displays in place by then (so if you have not 

seen the current displays you might want to come in September, then come back for the Reunion).  The long-awaited, 

permanent display called “Elements of Greatness” will be introduced by Lawrence Biemiller on Friday.  Also on Friday, 

Henry Long will explain and give a demonstration of using a transit .  And that ignores all the evening programs.  We’ll 

be open again on Sunday, October 5.  Please note – our hosts want to enjoy the events in Rockhill Furnace on Saturday, so 

the museum will not be open on reunion Saturday.  Visit on Friday (10:00 AM to 4:30 PM) or Sunday (10:00 AM to 5:00 

PM) that weekend.  The Miners Museum plans are similar - to be open Friday afternoon 1:00 PM to 5:00 PM, Sunday 

10:00 AM to 5:00 PM.  Unlike us, they will also be open on Saturday from 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM. 

 

Lastly, I’m happy to say that a member has approached me about becoming the FEBT librarian.  I look forward to being 

able to open the library again. 

 

Robertsdale, how cool is that? – Pete Clarke 

Riders enjoy a speeder trip, departing Robertsdale for Woodvale at the 2024 FEBT Reunion. – Jane Clarke photo 
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YOUNG EASTIES PROGRAM ROLLS INTO ROBERTSDALE 
 

On Saturday, September 20, FEBT’s Young Easties program for teens ages thirteen through seventeen (or eighteen, if still 

in high school) will gather in Robertsdale.  (Please note the change in date.)  Our September session is a work session, 

devoted to the painting of two hopper cars that are on display at the Robertsdale station.  We will be painting the cars with 

rollers and brushes. 

 

Details of the day are: 

• Meet at the Robertsdale Museum at 10:00 AM 

• Wear: Old clothes suitable for painting, sturdy footwear, gloves and hard hat. 

• Bring a lunch. 

• Railbike rides will wrap up the day. 

 

To sign up, attendees may email youthvol@febt.org to indicate their interest.  If previous attendees have a registration 

form whose information is current and current, no further action is required.  New attendees should complete a 

registration form in advance of the work session by going to https://febt.org/youthform.  

 

Seven teens, 

accompanied by five 

parents or 

grandparents, took 

part in our most recent 

event on Saturday, 

August 2. 

A varied menu of 

activities was geared 

to introducing 

participants to various 

aspects of the 

railroad’s history and 

its operations. 

 

 

Julie Fether (formerly Rockwell), Archivist, introduced the teens to the vast collection of historical documents which shed 

light on the East Broad Top Railroad’s history.  Julie made the introduction fun and entertaining (did you know that she 

was a theater major in college?  It shows in her interest and passion for working in the Archives!).  Participants got the 

chance to see the railroad’s vaults, which contain and preserve much of the historical record of the railroad.  They were 

also offered an opportunity to learn some of the techniques that are used to preserve documents and maps. 

 

Engineer Courtney Brown, following lunch, introduced the teens to the duties that he must attend to when operating the 

train.  The teens then rode the 1:30 train in the open car right behind the engine (also know as the “Cinder Car”).  Director 

of Sales Andrew Greene met with the attendees once the train had returned to the station, explaining the various aspects of 

behind-the-scenes work that takes place each and every day when the railroad is operating.  Andrew finished his work 

with us by asking each participant what job they might like to do at the railroad.  He also asked them to explain why they 

made the choice they did.  A novel idea, and a very successful one.  Deepest thanks to Julie, Courtney,  and Andrew for 

their work with us! – Gene Tucker 

EBTF’s Andrew 

Greene instructs an 

attentive group of 

Young Easties on 

August 2. – Tim 

Schindele photo 

mailto:youthvol@febt.org
https://febt.org/youthform
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THE 2025 FEBT REUNION: 

SESSIONS, EXCURSIONS, AND DINNER! OH MY! 
  

Earlier in the month we announced several of the activities that will be happening at this year’s FEBT Reunion. Well now 

we are able to announce even more regarding this year's action packed Reunion Weekend including several scheduling 

details, sessions and even special excursion offerings from the East Broad Top Railroad.  

 

Starting off, we can proudly announce that the FEBT 

Reunion Dinner Train will be returning this year on 

Saturday, October 4th from 5:00pm to 8:00pm. This 

dinner train is included in your Reunion Registration 

Ticket Price and features a catered pasta bar by 

Harshbarger Sub and Malt!  

 

While we are on the subject of excursion trains it is 

now time to note that the East Broad Top Railroad 

will be running several special excursions throughout 

the Reunion Weekend. These excursions are available 

to purchase at an additional cost and not included in 

your Reunion registration and are for sale to the 

General Public. Capacity for these special offerings is 

limited so be sure to purchase your tickets early.  The 

list of special excursions and how to purchase tickets 

was published on Page 10 of the mid-August FEBT 

Newsletter Extra, which can be found at 

https://febt.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/FEBT-Newsletter-V6-X2-March-to-Saltillo-Reache.pdf.  You can also 

purchase tickets at https://eastbroadtop.com/events/fall-reunion/.  

 

Thank you to the East Broad Top Railroad for organizing these special excursions and experiences for the Reunion 

Weekend!  But it’s not just excursions happening during the weekend, so let’s circle back to the activities that are 

included with the $40 per member FEBT Reunion Registration, which you can complete from now to September 28 by 

logging into the FEBT Company Store as a current member and clicking the Reunion Section in the upper left.    

 

Schedule changes may occur, and have occurred, so the following is the current, most up-to-date plan.  Kicking off the 

weekend on Friday, October 3, we will be in Robertsdale, where you can pick up your pre-registration, or even register in 

person, at the historic Robertsdale Depot from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM.  Keep in mind though, this is the only day that in-

person registration will be available.  There is even more happening in Robertsdale in addition to the usual walking tours 

of mines and company square, including:  

 

10:00 AM to 4:00 PM   Registration Pick up and In-Person Registration at the Robertsdale Depot  

10:00 AM to 4:30 PM   FEBT’s Robertsdale Museum is Open  

11:00 AM    Lawerence Biemiller presents a Gallery Talk on the Iron Furnaces and Industry 

1:00 PM    Henry Long will be demonstrating how to use a historic surveying transit  

2:30 PM to 4:30 PM   Extended mine tour of mines 1, 3, and 5  

 

From there we move to the Robertsdale fire hall for a night of comradery, fun and the first rounds of our special FEBT 

Reunion Panels including:  

 

5:00 PM    The 2025 FEBT Reunion Kickoff  

5:15 PM    A Panel on the Construction of the Saltillo Station  

6:00 PM    The Annual FEBT Business Meeting  

7:00 PM    A Discussion on Track with Henry Long and Gene Tucker 

 

 

No. 16 pauses at Colgate Grove – Matthew Malkiewicz photo 

https://febt.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/FEBT-Newsletter-V6-X2-March-to-Saltillo-Reache.pdf
https://eastbroadtop.com/events/fall-reunion/
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Looking ahead to Saturday, October 4, the FEBT Reunion kicks in high gear as we have a number of panels and 

presentations at the Rockhill Elementary School to bring attendees up to date on a variety of topics and more including: 

 

6:00 AM    FEBT Exclusive Hostling Photo Session in the Rockhill Yard  

7:30 AM to 10:30 AM  Open House of the Rockhill Furnace Yard  

9:00 AM to 12:00 PM   Registration Pick up at Rockhill Elementary School  

9:00 AM to 10:00 AM   Model and Photo Contest Check-in  

8:30 AM to 4:30 PM   EBT Archives and Special Collections Baggage Room Display  

10:00 AM to 4:00 PM   Model and Photo Contest Viewing  

10:00 AM to 4:00 PM   Vendor Hours (FEBT Company Store, Garbely Publishing, Iron Horse Engraving)  

10:00 AM    Panel: The Restoration of EBT Combine 14  

11:00 AM to 12:00 PM  Archives and Museum Volunteer Open House and Information Session  

11:00 AM to 4:00 PM   Silent Auction  

12:00 PM    Panel: EBT Foundation Updates with Brad Esposito and Henry Posner III  

1:00 PM    The 2026 Campaign Presentation  

3:00 PM to 4:30 PM  Panel: A discussion with the EBT and FEBT Young Guns  

3:00 PM to 4:30 PM  Archives and Museum Volunteer Open House and Information Session  

8:30 PM    Contest Awards, In-Person Feature Auction 

 

 

Rounding out the weekend on Sunday, October 5, the FEBT Reunion spreads out across the EBT corridor, and then some, 

for some visiting opportunities including:  

 

7:30 AM to 10:30 AM  Open House of the Rockhill Furnace Yard  

10:00 AM to 5:00 PM   FEBT’s Robertsdale Museum is Open 

10:00 AM to 12:00 PM   Extended mine tour of Mines 1, 3, and 5   

10:00 AM to 2:00 PM   EBT Archives and Special Collections Baggage Room Display  

10:30 AM    Shade Gap and Rockhill Furnace by Trolley  

10:30 AM to 12:30 PM   Open House of the Saltillo Station site and building  

2:45 PM    Shade Gap and Rockhill Furnace by Trolley  

3:00 PM to 5:00 PM   Open House of the PRR/EBT S/Sn3 layout of renowned EBT historian, Dr. Lee Rainey 

 

 

As if this article couldn’t be packed with more information, we just received word that we would be receiving some 

incredibly special items from the ongoing restoration of historic Coach No. 8 by EBT Foundation Staff.  The EBT 

Foundation has generously donated the historic letter board and two number panels of Coach No. 8 to the Reunion 

Auction. This is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to own an incredible piece of EBT history.  Remember, to participate in 

the auction, you must be registered for the reunion as it is not open to the general public. – Al Gallo 

 

 

  

The lettering boards of Coach No. 8 will be available for auction at the 2025 FEBT Reunion. – Andy Van Scyoc photo 
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SEPTEMBER ARCHIVES RELEASES 

 

The East Broad Top Railroad Archives and Special Collections continues its public release of photographic collections, 

available on the Archives’ Digital Catalog exhibit: https://ebtarchives.catalogaccess.com/exhibits/44 .  

 

This month, we are excited to feature four collections:  the Frank Ullman Collection, the Cynthia King Collection, the 

Fran Giacoma Collection, and the Barbara Zawacki Collection.  The items on display for these four collections were hand 

selected by the Friends of the East Broad Top photograph committee.  This committee combed through these collections, 

selecting the most interesting and unique photos.  These include Tourist Era shots of the Saltillo depot and water tank, the 

Coal Cleaning Plant in Mount Union, the site of the former tipple in Robertsdale, along with much, much more.  

 

 

 

The Archives is also highlighting a small series of drawings that illustrate trackage of the Pennsylvania Railroad and EBT 

in Mount Union. 

 

The Archives is a conjoined operating unit between the EBT Foundation and the Friends of the East Broad Top, and 

thanks you for your continued support.  Look for new, unique collections coming online in October to celebrate the 42nd 

Annual FEBT Reunion. – Julie Fether 

 

Saltillo Depot. Date unknown. Photographer unknown.  – EBT Archives photo, FEBT.2024.21.1, Barbara 

Zqawacki collection 

https://ebtarchives.catalogaccess.com/exhibits/44
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AUGUST FUNDRAISING UPDATE 
 

August donations to the 2025 Campaign shattered all previous records, led by two generous $50,000 donations, one from 

Richard and Caroline Tower from their Candelaria Fund and one from Robert Menzies. August donations totaled 

$111,334. in 65 donations, bringing the 2025 Campaign total to $495,567.   

 

The 2025 Campaign ends September 30. Your continued support will allow 

us to do more to accelerate the rebirth of the East Broad Top.  Additional 

2025 Campaign donations will be used to purchase additional track 

materials for the March to Saltillo, finish the Saltillo Station interior, and 

advance other key FEBT restoration projects.  FEBT greatly appreciates 

your continuing help to support its goals of restoring, preserving, and 

interpreting the East Broad Top Railroad.  Stay tuned for the exciting 2026 

Campaign launch on October 4.  Thank you!   

 

August donors*: 

Alan Balma  Kendrick Bisset  Jack Bodenmann  Alexander Bowser 

James Braum  Candelaria Fund David H. Capp   Jim Colby 

Richard Conard  Bruce Courter  David Currier   George J. Dvorak II 

Frank R. Dziama Douglas E. Fink  Louis Fisher   William Fitch 

George A. Forero Edmund M. Fox George Ginther   Lancz Griswold 

Thomas Haag  David Hart  Michael Hegedus  James Heuer 

Cliff Howell  James & Julie Hughes Vincent Jakubowski  Dave Johnson 

Robert H. Kessler Victor V. Kidd  Stephen & Theresa Klarich David Kneisley Sr. 

John E. Kokas  Lance Koved  Jeff Lakaszcyck   Richard C. Lind 

James Long  John Lonnquest  Ken McCorry   Robert Menzies 

Robert Miller  Jim Mullison  Rick Powell   Jonathan Scott Procter 

Jonathan Pulling, Jr. Rockford Regula Dale Rider   Albert Rizzo 

Anthony Sallo III Alan B. Sinclair  Dan Tomlinson   Bob Wallace 

David Watts  Timothy Weston Brian Wolfe   Terrill L. Woolsey 

John Yoder 

 

* - All donors listed represent donations received between July 22, 2025 and August 21, 2025.  Donations received after 

August 21 will be reported in the October 2025 issue due to press time constraints. 

 

 

The 2025 Annual Campaign runs October 1, 2024 through September 30, 2025.  You may donate online (credit card and 

PayPal accepted) at the FEBT Company Store, https://store.febt.org/donate.  If you prefer to send a check or money order 

payable to FEBT, address it to: 

 

Karen Bulman 

FEBT Fundraising Treasurer 

P.O. Box 43063 

Cincinnati, OH 45243 

 

FEBT is a designated 501(c)(3) organization and donations are tax-deductible in the U.S.  

 

Thank you for your generous support! – Karen Bulman and Dave Bulman 

 

  

2025 Campaign Goal: 

$270,000 

August Donations: 

$111,334 

Campaign Total: 

$495,567 – 183.5% 

https://store.febt.org/donate
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AUGUST CAMPAIGN-SUPPORTED ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
 
Fantastic progress continued 

at the EBT in August thanks 

to your generous support of 

the FEBT Campaign. 

The Saltillo Station exterior 

moved closer to completion 

with grading, installation of 

the trackside freight door, 

and siding painting done by 

J.L. Swope Construction.  

Next up will be trim paint, 

gutters, and the freight 

platform.  The FEBT Board 

decided in August to move 

forward with the next phase 

of the project to install the 

mechanical equipment 

(HVAC, plumbing, 

insulation, and electrical 

wiring).  This work will be 

accomplished by Swope 

Construction and their sub-

contractors, and will be 

funded by the generous grant 

to the FEBT Campaign from 

the Candelaria Fund.   

 

In Rockhill, Ike Covert 

Roofing completed the 

planned roof replacements 

with the installation of the 

new roofs on the foundry 

gantry and the storage 

building outside the wye.  

This work continues our 

multi-year Campaign funded 

effort to replace deteriorated 

roofs throughout the Rockhill 

complex.   

 

The March to Saltillo marked 

two new milestones this 

month with the return of 

steam south of the Rt. 994 

crossing, and the completion 

of the track restoration and 

the two crossings in front of 

the Southern Huntingdon 

County High School.  With this progress, the March to Saltillo has restored trackage all the way from the Rockhill yard 

limit to the north approach to the Pogue bridge, more than two miles (see Gene’s article on Page 18).  This was all made 

possible by your support of the Campaign and the track materials it provided.  Since 2023, the FEBT campaign has 

expended $408,927 for track materials and clearing.  And we’re just getting rolling. 

Above:  Saltillo Station’s exterior looking finished with final paint and installed freight 

door.   – Al Gallo photo 

Below:  Aerial photography shows the new roofing on the shops complex. – Al Gallo 

photo 
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Your continued support of the FEBT Campaign will allow us to continue and accelerate these and other projects to 

preserve, restore, and interpret the EBT.  The 2025 Campaign runs until Sept. 30, 2025.  You may donate online (credit 

card and PayPal accepted) at the FEBT Company Store, https://store.febt.org/donate.  If you prefer to send a check or 

money order payable to FEBT, address it to: 

 

Karen Bulman 

FEBT Fundraising Treasurer 

P.O. Box 43063 

Cincinnati, OH 45243 

 

FEBT is a designated 501(c)(3) organization and donations are tax-deductible in the U.S. –Karen and Dave Bulman 

 

A DEMOGRAPHIC LOOK AT THE MAKEUP  

OF FEBT’S TRACK GANG 
 

Some Initial Thoughts 
Back at the beginning of this year, 

we knew that, for us FEBT track 

types, our work schedule was going 

to look quite a bit different than it 

had been previously.  A key reason 

for the difference was that we knew 

we would be tackling different, 

separate projects.  Then we also 

knew that we’d have a lull in 

between projects when we wouldn’t 

be working.  We’re in one of those 

“down” periods at the moment, 

having finished the work on the 

newly-constructed track in front of 

the Southern Huntingdon High 

School in the first week of August. 

(The details of that work were 

included in the mid-August extra 

edition of the newsletter.) But never 

fear, there’s plenty of work for us to 

do coming up.  It’s just that the 

various preparatory steps haven’t all 

been accomplished quite yet to allow 

the next projects to move forward.  

So, I decided that – for this month’s 

column – it might be a good thing to 

provide a behind-the-scenes look at some of the details of the makeup of our FEBT Track Crew. 

 

A Demographic Look at the Gang 
Age:  Our members range in age from 18 to the mid-eighties. (We should probably add that FEBT’s Young Easties 

program has offered participants ages 13 through 17 opportunities to do track work.)  It might surprise to know that we’ve 

had women among our number, many of whom are related to one of our members.  They fit right in, and we are always 

delighted to welcome them. 

Differing levels of track experience:  Our number includes quite a few members with considerable track work experience. 

But then, we are also delighted to welcome new members with no experience.  Their status as a new member of the crew 

doesn’t last long…we put them right into the mix, coaching and instilling in them proper work etiquette and skills. 

Rail is set into place on August 5 in front of Southern Huntingdon HS. – Doug 

Linebaugh photo 

https://store.febt.org/donate
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Counting noses:  The current email roster of track gang members numbers in the mid-seventies.  New members are added 

only when they indicate they’d like to receive advance notices of upcoming work opportunities.  

 

Four Distinct Communities 
Although there is some crossover 

between the four categories described 

below, it is a discernable reality that 

there are four distinct “communities” 

among our FEBT track members.  The 

distinctions mainly stem from 

availability of time to commit to our 

work, plus travel distance. The four are: 

Midweek:  A significant number of our 

personnel are able to work midweek.  

Most are, as you might expect, retired. 

Others, however, have work schedules 

which permit them to join us midweek.  

Midweek work allows us to assist the 

railroad’s full-time staff personnel. 

Work Weekends:  Although there 

haven’t been as many weekend work 

opportunities this year (due to the nature 

of the projects we’ve been tackling), 

many of our participants come for 

weekend sessions.  During Work 

Weekends, we tackle projects that the 

railroad’s management and full-time 

staff have outlined for us to accomplish. 

Work Weeks:  Some of our number live 

at a distance (I think of one who comes 

from Colorado, and another who comes 

from California, for example), so their 

participation works best when they can 

devote a block of time to the work. 

Consequently, some of our Work Week 

personnel come from a distance. Others 

come because they are able to clear their 

non-railroad schedule in order to be 

present. 

Occasional attendees:  One final group 

can be identified as the occasional 

personnel, who – for any number of 

reasons – cannot come more often than 

once in awhile. But that’s just fine, too.  

Help is always appreciated when it can 

be given. 

 

Kudos to This Month’s Work Force 
Twenty-six of our number assisted in the work we’ve accomplished this month.  Of those, we’ve welcomed two new 

members:  Jon Radder and John Catanese II.  Welcome, gents! – Gene Tucker 

 

 

  

A northward view of the track being laid on August 6, 2025. – Gene Tucker 

photo 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Date     Host   Event                    

September 7    RTM   Grandparents’ Day 

September 13    FEBT   Young Easties Work Session (Robertsdale) 

September 13-14   FEBT   Rockhill Work Session 

September 15-19   FEBT   Rockhill Fall Work Week 

September 18-21   EBT   Ragtime at the Railroad 

September 20   BTACMHS/FEBT/RTM Free Museum Day 

September 20    EBT   Trackside Tastes & Tunes 

October 3, 4, 5    FEBT   2025 Fall Reunion 

October 4    RTM   Fall Spectacular 

October 11, 12, 18, 19, 25, 26  EBT   Pumpkin Patch Express 

October 25, 26    RTM   Costume Days 

November 1    FEBT   Young Easties Work Session (Rockhill) 

November 1-2     FEBT   Rockhill Work Session 

November 28-30   EBT   Christmas in Coal Country 

December 5-7, 12-14, 19-21  EBT   Christmas in Coal Country 
 

Hosts: FEBT  Friends of the East Broad Top   www.febt.org 

 EBT  East Broad Top Railroad    www.eastbroadtop.com  

 RTM  Rockhill Trolley Museum    www.rockhilltrolley.org   

 BTACMHS Broad Top Area Coal Miners Historical Society broadtopminersmuseum.com 

 

UPCOMING ROCKHILL FURNACE VOLUNTEER SESSIONS 
 

The next Rockhill Restoration Work Weekend will take place Saturday and Sunday, September 13 and 14, followed 

immediately by the Fall Work Week September 15-19.  The remainder of the 2025 Rockhill Furnace Work Session 

schedule is posted above.  Please consider coming out for one or more of the sessions to help us continue to preserve and 

restore the East Broad Top.  If you are interested in participating in the Rockhill Furnace volunteer sessions including 

track work, and are not on the current signup distribution, please contact Charlie Wootton, the Rockhill Furnace volunteer 

coordinator, at rhrestoration@febt.org.  Visit our website at Volunteer – Friends of the East Broad Top for more 

information on all of our volunteer projects and how you can participate.  If you have questions about volunteering, or 

have suggestions for our volunteer recruiting efforts, please email me at volunteer@febt.org. – Dave Bulman 

 

FEBT MUSEUM SCHEDULE 
 

The FEBT Museum is now open for the 2025 season.   

Operating hours are Saturdays, 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM. 

 

Reunion Weekend Hours: 

Friday, October 3: 10:00 AM to 4:30 PM 

Saturday, October 4: Closed 

Sunday, October 5: 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM 

 

  

 
  

http://www.febt.org/
http://www.eastbroadtop.com/
http://www.rockhilltrolley.org/
https://broadtopminersmuseum.com/
mailto:rhrestoration@febt.org
https://febt.org/volunteer/
mailto:volunteer@febt.org
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FEBT ANNUAL REUNION CONTESTS INFORMATION 
 

General Contest Summary 
Any FEBT member who is a Reunion registrant may enter the model and photo contests.  No model or photo that has ever 

won an award in a previous FEBT contest may be entered.  Judging and voting for both contests will take place during the 

Saturday of Reunion with the Winners being announced Saturday Evening. 

 

Photo Contest 
●  Must feature the EBT or related restoration activities. 

● All photos must be mounted on/in a mat board no larger than 11 by 14 inches; the photo may be any size but not 

exceed the size of the mat. 

● Panoramic and wide-format photos.  The max size for mat board is 30 x 14 inches. 

● No picture frames or glass/Plexiglas covers may be used. 

● No more than two photos may be submitted by a single entrant in each category. 

● Only the photographer can enter a photo. 

● Color and black-and-white photos must be entered in one of these categories: 

○ Classic Original: photos with minimal alterations beyond cropping. 

○ Artist’s Choice: entries may have any manipulations and enhancements done to achieve the desired end. 

● The Timber Transfer editor may present an Editor’s Choice Award. 

 

 

Model Contest 
● All models must be based on subjects directly related to the EBT. 

● No limit to the number of models entered by each entrant. 

● There must be at least two models entered in a category for a contest to be declared. (No award will be given in 

any category in which a contest is not declared.) 

● Categories may be combined to ensure a contest. 

● Supporting documentation may be displayed with any entry, as long as the entrant’s name does not appear on any 

● of the documentation. 

● The model contest categories are as follows: 

○ Locomotives – Any self-propelled equipment except maintenance-of-way speeders. 

○ Rolling Stock – Any revenue freight or passenger equipment; any non revenue equipment primarily 

intended for track or lineside maintenance. 

○ Structures and Module/Dioramas – Any building or other structure, either railroad-related or lineside; and 

any structure or structures that are mounted on a base which depicts a scene, with or without track. 

● “What If” – Any model depicting a facet of the EBT had history played out differently (had the EBT standard 

gauged, carried on past 1956, etc.) 

● Special restoration program model contest 

○ This award recognizes the model that best represents a project undertaken by our restoration volunteers. 

The award consists of a special plaque created by our Rockhill Furnace restoration crew. This special 

award will be based on the popular vote of current restoration volunteers. – Al Gallo  
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ABOUT THIS ORGANIZATION 
 

Friends of the East Broad Top, Inc. (FEBT) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, historical, and educational society dedicated to the 

preservation, restoration, and interpretation of the East Broad Top Railroad National Historic Landmark in Huntingdon 

County, Pennsylvania.  It was organized in 1983 and now boasts over 2,200 members.  FEBT publishes an award-winning 

magazine, Timber Transfer, and a monthly e-newsletter, and operates a museum in Robertsdale PA, the EBT's southern 

terminus.  See febt.org/ for more information.  

 

 

 

 

 

ABOUT THIS NEWSLETTER 
 

The Friends of the East Broad Top Newsletter is a monthly digital-only periodical.  Started in 2020, it is intended to keep 

members and donors apprised of what the organization has done and will be doing.  The FEBT Newsletter is distributed 

by email to the current list of members and donors, and is a privilege of contributing to the FEBT’s cause of preserving, 

restoring, and interpreting the East Broad Top Railroad for current and future generations.  The editor can be contacted at 

Newsletter@febt.org.  Previous issues of the FEBT Newsletter may be found at febt.org/newsletter.  Press time for 

information submitted is 8:00 PM Eastern time on the 25th of each month.  Events occurring after the 25th, such as 

donations and memberships, will be considered part of the following month’s information. 

EBT Foundation board member Linn Moedinger inspects No. 16 on August 23, 2025. – Matthew Malkiewicz photo 

https://febt.org/
mailto:Newsletter@febt.org
https://febt.org/newsletter

