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The attendees of the July work session stand outside the Paint Shop and in front of Boxcar 174 on Saturday, July
12. Join one of our two August work sessions and be part of the next FEBT group photo. — Brad Esposito photo
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On the evening of Independence Day, fireworks bursting in the air gave proof into the night
that the EBT was still there. — Chris McCann photo
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LATE JUNE & JULY ROCKHILL
RESTORATION SESSIONS REPORT

FEBT work sessions continued in late June
and July at Rockhill Furnace. The late June
work weekend was held on Saturday and
Sunday, June 28 and 29. We had 21
volunteers on Saturday including two Young
Easties, and 15 on Sunday. The July work
session spanned three days from Friday, July
11 to Sunday, June 13. Seven volunteers
worked on Friday, and we had 19 folks each
on Saturday and Sunday.

The five days of work sessions resulted in
excellent progress on multiple projects,
including Combine 14, Boxcar 174, shop
windows, the Blacksmith Shop, the
Storehouse project, and building siding and
painting.

Work on Combine 14 included installing the final
set of platform steps, installing the last platform

® railing, installation and painting of exterior trim,
and continued installation of windows and
window hardware.

The boxcar crew created new workbench tops for
the car and outside the Paint Shop.

The windows crew continued restoring and
painting window sashes in the Carpentry Shop, as
well as installing finished windows in the Boiler
Shop alley.

Top: Jane Blackburn installs window latch
hardware inside of Combine 14. — Al Gallo
photo

Above: Steve Jacobs, Ben Leese, Jon
Radder, and Mark Reese prepare boards for
new workbench tops. — Al Gallo photo
Right: Bobby Goldby, George Dvorak, and
Charlie High restore windows in the
carpenter shop. — Al Gallo photo
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In the Blacksmith Shop, volunteers
completely rebuilt the forge near the south
wall, including reconstructing the brick
base and installing new fire bricks.

The Young Easties installed and painted
the battens below the windows in the alley
between the Machine and Boiler Shops
(see article on Page 15).

The Storehouse crew installed and painted
battens on Storehouse 1 above the recently
installed lean-to roof flashing, completed
final preparation for lifting Storehouse 2
(which happened on July 15), and
installed and painted battens on the new
siding on the south side of the Boiler
Shop.

It wasn’t all work for our dedicated
volunteers, however. At the conclusion of
the very warm late June work weekend,
the volunteers boarded the EBT Sundae
Special for a trip to Colgate Grove and ice
cream. It was a great way to cool off and
relax. During the next work weekend, on
Saturday, July 12, Brad Esposito and
Foundation staff hosted a special train ride
for the FEBT volunteers at the end of the
workday south to the Rt. 994 crossing. It
was great to enjoy this progress on the
March to Saltillo together.

Our volunteers in Rockhill continue to
make great progress, but there remains
much more to do. We can always use
more help. If you’d like to contribute to
these and other projects, please consider
joining us! — Dave Bulman

Top: Volunteers Kevin Tomasic and
Wyatt Kindler with the reconstructed
forge in the Blacksmith Shop. — Al
Gallo photo

Center: Wayne Cass and Larry Fuchs
install battens on the Storehouse while
Tom Perman gives the window trim a
second coat. — Al Gallo photo

Right: The ice cream at Colgate Grove
sure tasted good after a hot work
weekend. — Al Gallo photo
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ROSS ROWLAND: A CHEERLEADER FOR THE EBT

Ross A. Rowland Jr. hopped aboard the “Last train to the Coast” on Saturday morning July 19, where he was warmly
greeted by “The Father, Son, and Holy Ghost” after a brief battle with cancer. He was an unabashed friend and promoter
of the work of the Friends of the East Broad Top and the EBT Foundation in our restoring of the railroad, its shops, and its
locomotives. In the five short years since the revival of the East Broad Top started, Ross was not only a frequent visitor,
but he was also a prolific PR asset who beat the drum for our efforts in the media and on the internet; especially on sites
such as Trainorders and RYPN.

Ross Rowland talks with EBT Master Mechanic Dave Domitrovich. — Matthew Malkiewicz photo

Ross was born in Albany, New York, in 1940. His father, grandfather, and great-grandfather all were railroaders, which
contributed to Ross’ lifelong love affair with trains and railroading, especially steam locomotion. That passion eventually
led to his creating the signature nationwide event that celebrated the American Bicentennial, the American Freedom

Train. It was a rolling extravaganza that toured all 48 contiguous states and stirred the hearts and stimulated the
imaginations of untold millions of people who either visited the train, or who went down to the tracks to see it roar past, as
it went from city to city during its two-year tour of the nation.

In 1966 Ross founded the High Iron Company, which restored mainline coal-burning steam engines that were used to
power numerous excursions throughout the Northeast. In 1969, High Iron Company also organized and operated a special
train that ran from New York to Promontory, Utah to mark the centennial celebrations of the driving of the Golden Spike,
which marked the completion of the transcontinental railroad that linked the nation by rail.
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With the revival of the East Broad Top, Ross had many ideas that he shared with the Foundation’s Board and with Brad
Esposito, Dave Domitrovich, and others, but he had but one wish that unfortunately he did not live to see. It seems the
first steam locomotive on which Ross ever pulled a throttle was actually a narrow gauge Shay. Not any old Shay, but
rather a carbon copy of the Shay that was used on the McKelvey Lumber Co. RR that frequently visited Rockhill Furnace.
The Shay that initiated Ross’ first throttle experience currently resides at the Pine Creek Railroad in New Jersey. While
Ross did not live to see his wish come true, for some of us it is now on our bucket list of things that need to be
accomplished as we move forward to tell the East Broad Top story in three dimensions for the public to experience
firsthand.

Ross Rowland was the “Pied U
Piper” of Steam, bringing the :
excitement of the steam engine
to younger generations who
never had the opportunity to
see steam in action when it
moved our nation. He was
also the P.T. Barnum of
Railroading (in a positive
sense), bringing millions of
people to trackside to see what
motivates all of us to make the
trek to Huntingdon County.

He will be remembered as a Ely-Thomas Lumber Co. Shay No. 6 at the Pine Creek RR, the first engine Ross ever

“Bi.g .Map’?, with a wide smile, operated. — Ross Rowland photo
a vivid vision for the future, a

fertile and creative imagination, a firm handshake, and a fine sense of humor. He was a “mover” and a “shaker”, albeit by
steam.
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There is no doubt that the pioneering effect that he made in steam preservation, starting in 1966, has laid the foundation
for what we are doing today. We all owe him and his memory an enormous debt of gratitude. Our efforts will be
reflective of his legacy in the years to come.

AUGUST ROBERTSDALE ROUNDUP

In last month’s report I mentioned that there would be three special events in July.

On Friday, July 4, we were allowed to give railbike rides from in front of the Orbisonia Station to a point just before
Track 3 combines back into the mainline in the north end of the Rockhill Yard. The ride was very popular. By the end of
our time there, 65 people had signed in for a ride. My personal favorite moment was holding a pizza box as I rode a bike
past a train full of people to deliver dinner to the guys turning the bikes around at the north end of the ride. Many of those
people called out, “Hey, is that the pizza I ordered?” The guests gave generous donations and several groups then came to
the museum on Saturday to get the full-length railbike tour that we offer. Thanks to museum hosts Jane Clarke, Steve
Jackson, Hans Plugge, Aaron Stilson, and Rob Willhite for committing to this event so it could happen, and to those who
assisted with turning the bikes at each end. Funny how that gets harder each time you do it.

Alas, the July 12 plans for a Young Easties event had to be postponed. They are scheduled to try again on September 13
when they will attack the displayed hoppers with black paint.

Saturday, July 19 was “Robertsdale-Wood Heritage Day.” Brad Esposito and James Roslund brought up a speeder and
gave rides (many, many rides). The Robertsdale, Wood, and Broad Top Volunteer Fire Company brought a fire truck and
had raffle tickets for sale. At the fire station, a chicken lunch was available. The Broad Top Area Coal Miners Museum
was open. The Orthodox church in Wood was open and gave a tour explaining the history of their church and all the
beautiful and intricate woodwork in their sanctuary. Ron Morgan gave a talk at, and about Mine No. 6. Railbike tours
were nearly constant (or maybe it just felt that way; it was hot), a walking tour was given, several people won cornhole
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competitions and claimed a T-shirt prize. All
informative, enlightening, and uplifting stuff. A
short walk from the fire department parking lot gets
you to the Italian Cemetery. So many graves
marked “Unknown.” Not as uplifting, but a good
reminder of how hard life was for the miners here.
We had 83 people sign in that day. Many spoke of
having come from or being on their way to the
miners museum. Reports we have gotten from all
involved declare it to have been a rousing success.
Hmm, maybe we should do that again next year.

Looking ahead to August, there’s not a bad Saturday
to visit the museum in Robertsdale. While you are
there, why not allocate some time to visit the miners
museum too? Need a reason to visit? August 9 will
be an “Archives Day.” Every day at the museum
you can learn some history. On Archives Days you
can see some history firsthand. On this day FEBT
member, EBT Archives volunteer, and historian
Vagel Keller, Ph.D. will lead a special walking tour
and talk about topics including, “What did the scene
from the Robertsdale depot look like before the
EBT’s tracks arrived in Robertsdale?” and “What
role did the EBT play in the development of the
mines?” Archivist Julie Fether Rockwell will bring
some unique drawings out of the vaults and
showcase a digital exhibit of archival materials that
will complement Vagel’s tour. See the ad on Page
16.

Lastly, we are still in need of someone to volunteer
to be the FEBT Librarian. 1’d love to talk about it
with you. What a pleasant “job,” and you can help
define it. It’s pretty easy to remember my email

address — febt@aol.com.

May I quote our host (she does a lot of other stuff for
FEBT as well) Scarlett Wirt? “It’s always a good
day in Robertsdale.” She’s right; come on up and
find out for yourself. Robertsdale, two museums
and so many reasons to come visit. — Pete Clarke

Top: Brad Esposito pilots a speeder into
Robertsdale. — Jane Clarke photo

Center: Ron Morgan presents about the
Woodvale Shaft Mine on Heritage Day. — Jane
Clarke photo

Right: RW&BT Fire Co. displays on of their
engines for the public. — Jane Clarke photo
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AUGUST ARCHIVES RELEASES
The East Broad Top Railroad Archives and Special E BTF ' 2 O 2 5 ' 5 i 1 1

Collections continues its public release of various
corporate records found in the vaults of the Orbisonia
Depot available on the Archives’ Digital Catalog
exhibit for August:
https://ebtarchives.catalogaccess.com/exhibits/42.

This month, the EBT Stockholders’ Minutes No. 3,
1944-1952 is now available. Also available is a
detailed index authored by EBT scholar Dr. Vagel
Keller, which can be downloaded for free.

These specially selected images show the
comparative change in operating revenue from year
to year, charting the railroad’s postwar decline and
brief subsequent recovery. Included is a note on the
complaints made by the General Refractories
Company and the North American Refractories
Company to the Pennsylvania Public Utilities
Commission on increased rates for bituminous coal
and ganister rock, of special interest to fans and
researchers of the refractory business.

Also featured is a small but significant collection
which contains 15 black and white EBT photographs
taken by members of the William F. Goshorn Family
from Blairs Mills, PA, 1956.

/7 5 (
The Archives thanks you for your support and looks J il ¢ ¢
forward to featuring more collections in the fall! — > ( 7 x
Julie Fether Rockwell b~ 120 UDOAAAE

A CLEAR TRACK TO THE 2025 FEBT REUNION

We are just two months away, at time of writing, from the 2025 Edition of the Friends of the East Broad Top Reunion and
that means it’s time for a couple of reminders as well as announcements.

First, registration for the 2025 FEBT Reunion is on
sale now. That’s right, with a quick visit to the
company store as a logged in FEBT member and $40
per ticket, you too can register for this year’s reunion
from now until Sunday, September 28, 2025. Pre-
registration is critical to ensure your spot at this
year’s reunion and ensures we have as accurate a
head count as possible heading into the event.

In-person registration will only be available Friday,
October 3 in the Robertsdale Station, so make sure
you either pre-register by September 28 or make
plans to register in person on Friday, October 3 so
you don’t miss out.
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Miss out on what, you may be wondering? At this time we are able to share that several presentations and panels will be
taking place throughout the Reunion Weekend including:

- The Annual Business Meeting

- The 2026 Campaign Launch

- A Discussion on Track Construction with Gene and Henry

- FEBT’s Robertsdale Museum Presents a transit demonstration, extended mine tours and a gallery opening
- The Model and Photo Contests (see more details on page XX)

- Three Vendors

- An Outdoor Layout

- Annual Fundraising Auction

- And more!

There will be more activities announced in the future as more events and sessions become finalized, so be sure to keep an
eye on the Friends of the East Broad Top’s Facebook page and this newsletter so you don’t miss those announcements.

And remember to save the dates of May 1, 2, and 3, 2026 when the FEBT Reunion moves to the first weekend in May. —
Al Gallo

THE TRACK: LOOKS FORWARD AND BACKWARD

Looking Forward: Preparation for Eventual Work
In early July, the railroad’s full-time personnel, assisted by FEBT personnel, began the preparations for the eventual
reworking of the Pogue Bridge. The rails on the bridge were pulled off and were lodged in front of Southern Huntingdon
High School. The combined crews then cut the bolts in the joints, dismantled the joints, and separated the sticks of rail.
Once that work was completed, the rail was hauled to a new location, and the joint bars followed. This work will make
work on the bridge much g :
easier. It will also
facilitate the building of
new track in front of the
high school and across the
bridge. The rail
previously in place in this
area was 85 lbs. rail. The
plan is to replace that rail
with heavier, 100 Ibs. rail
from the north side of the
PA Route 994 grade
crossing, in front of the
high school, across the
bridge, and to a point
south of the bridge. News
flash: we’ve begun
building new track in
front of the Southern
Huntingdon High School.
Details to follow in the
near future.

gy

A work train prepares to depart northbound from Southern Huntingdon HS on trackage
recently built by the FEBT Track Crew and Foundation employees. — Al Gallo photo
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Looking Backward: The Care and Design of Grade Crossings
In recent months, the railroad’s combined track crews have rebuilt a number of grade crossings. We redid the PA Route
475 crossing not long ago. Then, in recent months, we have redone the crossing near to the sewer plant (nearby to
George’s Used Cars on the north side of Orbisonia, where US 522 makes a bend), the Enyeart Road crossing, and — in
June — the PA Route 994 crossing. Rebuilding crossings is a time-consuming undertaking. It is also one which requires
careful preparation and work, for as we are fond of saying, trackside, “We’re gonna bury our work”.

Since the track structure in a grade crossing is going to be buried and out-of-sight for a very long time, a grade crossing
must last for many years and it must serve without presenting problems which would require tearing everything up to get
to the heart of whatever’s gone wrong. So, in the hopes of offering some of the considerations that go into the proper
planning and building of a good, durable grade crossing, here are some aspects that must be considered:

Use new, high-quality ties: Putting
relay (used) ties in a grade crossing
isn’t a terribly good practice. Starting
out with new, high-quality ties is a
must. We’ve been using full-size
(8’6” in length) ties in our recent
grade crossing work. They are 7°x9”
in size, and are treated with the new
copper-nap treatment. (Just for
reference, ties in use in main tracks at
EBT are seven-footers.)

Provide a solid foundation: Using
full-length ties provides a greater
bearing area with which to support
the track structure. In addition, we’ve
been using # 3 ballast stone, which
must be tamped with the tamping
machine. It’s good practice to run the
machine through the crossing more
than once to ensure that the stone is
solidly tamped.

Use heavier rail: 1t’s good practice
to place heavier rail in the crossing
itself. In our recent practice, we’ve
been using # 100 RB rail. (RB =
ARA-B rail = American Railway
Association — Design B rail). RB rail is about one-third-inch taller than the # 85 ASCE (American Society of Civil
Engineer) rail that is most common in EBT trackage. Making up for the difference in height, head width, and so forth, is
accomplished by using what’s known as “compromise joint bars” (also known as “step joints”), which are specifically
designed to mate the two different rails so that they offer a smooth riding surface and a uniform profile on the inside (the
“gauge side”) of the rails. Finding compromise joints to fit # 85 ASCE rail (which is an older, less-common size rail) can
be a challenge. Next time you’re standing next to a grade crossing, notice the strange-looking compromise joints.
Eliminate joints: It’s good practice not to have joints in the crossing itself. That can mean that, in the case of roads with a
narrower width, one stick of rail will do. But that might mean adjusting the rail on either side of the crossing to ensure
that that one stick of rail winds up in the roadway itself. In wider crossings, it’s good practice to weld the sticks together
to form one piece. That’s what was done for the 994 crossing: two 39-foot lengths were welded together to make a 78-
foot-long piece, enough to span the roadway.

Flangeways: Some railroads make allowance for flangeways by installing grade crossings with concrete panels which
span the entire width of the track, or with rubber panels which do the same thing. In other places, asphalt paving is
applied to the entire track, and the flangeways are cut into the paving. Recent crossings that have been installed at EBT
have made use of two different methods. In some places where the road traffic will be light and infrequent, 6x6 pressure-
treated timbers have been installed. The McCoy Road is an example of this method. In other places where the road
traffic will be significant, rubber panels that fit on the outside (field side) and the inside (gauge side) of the rails are
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A track panel of new ties with welded joints in 100 [bs. rail is moved into place
over tamped dirt at the Pogue Road grade crossing on June 9, 2025, illustrating
the first four points of quality crossing construction. — Al Gallo photo



installed. Rubber panels in this type of treatment are made so as to fit the size of the rail. The PA Routes 475 and 994
crossings are examples where this treatment is a good approach to use.

Above: Wooden (McCoy Road) and rubber
(Maddensville Pike) flangeways demonstrate the
options, based on rate of vehicle traffic. Note how the
pavement creates a minimum angle in the driving
surface as it crosses the right-of-way to make as sooth
a surface as possible. — Gene Tucker photos

Right: Compromise joints adapt the differing weights
and heights of rail types to have a consistent top
elevation for safe train passage. — Gene Tucker photo

Hopefully this helps you understand the components
and considerations of the work that our track crew
does. — Gene Tucker

MEMBERSHIP BOX SCORE
The Friends of the East Broad Top
membership is up to
2209

Match the road surface and the track surface: The track
foreman’s concern is the profile of the track structure. The
paving contractor’s concern is the profile of the roadway.
But these two concerns must come together. Sometimes,
adjustments are necessary, especially so in cases where the
roadway isn’t level.
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FEBT COMPANY STORE
NEW, BACK IN STOCK AND COMING SOON

HO EBT Sandhouse

Adding to our growing line of East Broad Top yard structures at Rockhill
Furnace is this outstanding model of the Sandhouse.

This kit of the sandhouse, located in the yard at East Broad Top Railroad,
Rockhill Furnace, PA is done in the same style as the other EBT structure kits
with interior MDF walls covered with the various sidings.

The kit also includes 3D printed parts for the
hardware. HO-scale; Building foot print: 6 1/2"
X31/2".

Conceived by Broad Top Mountain Models;
designed and manufactured by banta
modelworks. Photo shows a completed and
painted kit. Photo of this craftsman kit
courtesy of Bill Banta.

$86.00

Member Discount Applies
Order on-line through the FEBT Company Store website at store.febt.org, using your account or create an account.
PayPal, major credit cards, and personal checks payable to FEBT Company Store are accepted.

FEBT COMPANY STORE

SALE 10% OFF HO EBT Carpenter Shop SALE 10% OFF

Over 100 years old, the Carpenter Shop (or

Carpentry Shop)(HAER building #33) in the

Rockhill Furnace yard served as the base for

the railroad's "Bridge and Building" crew. They

specialized in keeping the EBT's windows,

doors, facilities, and bridges in working order.

Most of the building was actually used for

storage while about one-quarter was used for

smaller carpentry work. The wooden, post-and-beam Carpenter Shop has been endangered by
the rotting of posts, sills and lower walls, causing it to list badly. The building is currently being
restored through a grantto the EBTF fromthe FEBT, and is a top project for FEBT volunteers.

HO-scale; footprint is approximately 13 x 5 inches. Photo shows completed and painted kit. Photo
of this craftsman kit courtesy of Nathan Kline.
Regular Price $120.00 Sale Price $108.00

X Sale Ends September 30, 2025
Member Discount Applies

Order on-line through the FEBT Company Store website at store.febt.org, using your account or create an account.
PayPal, major credit cards, and personal checks payable to FEBT Company Store are accepted.
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JULY CAMPAIGN-SUPPORTED ACCOMPLISHMENTS

July saw amazing progress at the EBT thanks to your
generous support of the FEBT Campaign.

The Saltillo Station is looking great with the installation of
the replica wood siding and doors by J.L.. Swope
Construction.

In Rockhill, Storehouse 2 was lifted and supported by Earl
Miller & Sons House Moving on July 15. Both storehouses
are now level and at the same height — something that could
not be said for many decades. This progress will allow
disassembly of the remaining first floor structure, installation
of a foundation, and reconstruction of the first floor.

Also in Rockhill, Ike Covert Roofing has installed new roofs
on the Freight Office and the two buildings behind it. This
effort will continue with new roofs for the Foundry gantry
and the storage building outside the wye. This work
continues our multi-year campaign-funded effort to replace
deteriorated roofs throughout the Rockhill complex.

The March to Saltillo reached a big milestone this month
with the resumption of operations south of Rockhill Furnace
for the first time since 1956, starting with multiple trains
south to the Rt. 994 crossing on July 4. This was made
possible by your support of the Campaign and the track
materials it provided. March to Saltillo track restoration
progress continued in July with campaign-funded rail, ties,
and other track materials being delivered and assembled
south of the Rt. 994 crossing near the Southern Huntingdon
County High School. The FEBT Board also authorized
another 15 truckloads of ballast from 2025 Campaign funds
which will allow completion of this section of track. With
this ballast order, the FEBT Campaign has funded a total of
199 truckloads of ballast for the March to Saltillo, or a total
of 8.75 million pounds of ballast (so far).

Your continued support of the FEBT Campaign will allow us
to continue and accelerate these and other projects to
preserve, restore, and interpret the EBT. The 2025 Campaign
runs until Sept. 30, 2025. You may donate online (credit
card and PayPal accepted) at the FEBT Company Store,
https://store.febt.org/donate. If you prefer to send a check or
money order payable to FEBT, address it to:

Top: Saltillo Station has its cladding fully installed. —

Karen Bulman Dave Bulman photo

FEBT Fundraising Treasurer Center: Storehouse 2 stand at the correct height next
P.O. Box 43063 to Storehouse 1. — Al Gallo photo

Cincinnati, OH 45243 Bottom: New roofing is visible on the Freight House

and other adjacent buildings. — Al Gallo photo
FEBT is a designated 501(c)(3) organization and donations
are tax-deductible in the U.S. —Karen and Dave Bulman
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JULY FUNDRAISING UPDATE

Donations to the 2025 Campaign continue to set new records. Thank you! July donations totaled $12,581 in 58

donations, bringing the 2025 Campaign total to $384,233.

The 2025 Campaign ends September 30. Your continued support

allow us to do more to accelerate the rebirth of the East Broad Top.
Additional 2025 Campaign donations will be used to purchase additional
track materials for the March to Saltillo, finish the Saltillo station interior,

and advance other key FEBT restoration projects. FEBT greatly
appreciates your continuing help to support its goals of restoring,

preserving, and interpreting the East Broad Top Railroad. Thank you!

July donors*:
John Appleby
David H. Capp

Charles S. Bender 11
Laurence Carbonetti

David Currier David Dewey
Thomas A. Ennis Douglas E. Fink
Larry Fuchs Robert Grabarek
Michael Hegedus LeRoy Hogan
David Kneisley Sr. John E. Kokas
Jonathan Lang Robert Livrone

Robert Miller James H. Millhouse, Jr.
Walter R. Newton Thomas D. Patterson
Clifford Schoff Mike Schreiber
Thomas V. Sliviak Ann R. Sparrough
Robert Taylor Graham J.A. Todd

Terrill L. Woolsey John S. Yoder

* - All donors listed represent donations received between June 22, 2025 and July 21, 2025. Donations received after July

will

2025 Campaign Goal:

$270,000

July Donations:

$12,581

Campaign Total:
$384,233 — 142.3%

Alexander Bowser
Thomas Carlson
Frank R. Dziama
Louis Fisher

John Griffith
Dave Johnson
Keith A. Kreider
Brad Lowans

Tim Moffat

Mike & Stef Reed
Laurence A. Shiplett
Randy Stone
Brian Wolfe

21 will be reported in the September 2025 issue due to press time constraints.

The 2025 Annual Campaign runs October
1, 2024 through September 30, 2025. You
may donate online (credit card and PayPal
accepted) at the FEBT Company Store,
https://store.febt.org/donate. If you prefer
to send a check or money order payable to
FEBT, address it to:

Karen Bulman

FEBT Fundraising Treasurer
P.O. Box 43063

Cincinnati, OH 45243

FEBT is a designated 501(c)(3)
organization and donations are tax-
deductible in the U.S.

Thank you for your generous support! —
Karen Bulman and Dave Bulman

James W. Bremer
H. Peter Claussen
Wade C. Eagleton
G. Carson Freeman
James Harrington
Victor V. Kidd

Joe Kress

David McGaha

J. Harold Mohler
Michael E. Romansky
Vernon Simpson
Christian Suerig
Edward J. Wood

Your donations enable volunteers to perform the missions of the
organization, such as the trackwork that is part of the March to Saltillo,
seen here in front of Southern Huntingdon HS. — Al Gallo photo
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YOUNG EASTIES TO EXPLORE RAILROAD’S ARCHIVES

A commonly-shared view of the East Broad Top Railroad’s history and practices affirms the idea that it was rare
whenever the railroad, during its Common Carrier days, ever threw anything away. That was true when it came to steel
and iron. Look at the pile of scrap under the south side of the foundry building. All that seemingly useless “stuff” could
be melted down, recast and reused somewhere, somehow. The same is true of the railroad’s Archives. Its vaults are filled
with the history of the railroad’s genesis, and of its operations down through time. One gets the idea that those who
worked with its documents and files never pitched anything. That willingness to preserve the records of the railroad’s
operations is a treasure-trove for those of us who value its history and its preservation today.

The Friends of the East Broad Top have supported the work being done by Julie Fether Rockwell, Archivist, who is
cataloging and preserving the historical records of the company. On Saturday, August 2nd, teens who attend the FEBT’s
Young Easties program will have a change to meet with the Archivist, to understand more about the process of preserving
the documents which inform us today of the railroad’s life in a time gone by. (The FEBT’s Young Easties program is
open to all teens ages 13 through 17, or to age 18 if still in high school.)

The Young Easties program offering for Saturday, August 2nd, is:
9:30 AM Meet at the Orbisonia Station
10:00 AM Archives session # 1 with Archivist (Group I)
“What does it take to run a railroad?”” with railroad station personnel (Group II)
(If the group is large enough, we will divide the group in half and will provide alternating events.)
12:00 Noon  Lunch (provided)

1:00 PM Get acquainted with diesel locomotive No. 19
1:30 PM Train ride in the open car 5§ ‘ 'ﬁ |
(AKA “Cinder Car”) behind the diesel

2:30 PM Archives session # 2

4:30 PM Event conclusion

Young Easties team members tackled some
building repair during their last event on Saturday,
June 28th.

New battens were installed over the planking on
the outside of the Boiler Shop. A new coat of paint
was then applied over the new battens.

Previous teen attendees who have a current
registration form on file can indicate their
attendance by emailing youthvol@febt.org. New
attendees may find and complete a registration
form by going to https://febt.org/youthform.

— Gene Tucker

Young Easties paint the battens they installed on
the alley between the Boiler Shop and the
Machine Shop. The result is a well-preserved
structure and an important learning experience.
— Gene Tucker photo
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JULY VOLUNTEERS

The following members volunteered in July in Rockhill Furnace, Robertsdale, with the Archives, with the track crew,
and/or remotely. Thanks to all FEBT volunteers for their dedicated efforts to preserve, restore, and interpret the EBT.

Bill Adams Stacey Batovsky Lawrence Biemiller Jane Blackburn
Victor Booth John Bowie Sue Briggs Alexander Brown
Dave Bulman Karen Bulman Roy Burnham Wayne Cass
Jane Clarke Pete Clarke Chris Coleman Craig Confair
Chris Connacher Alex Cook Doug Davenport Ray Davidowski
Ralph Davidson George Dvorak Dave Ebright Larry Fuchs
Al Gallo Charles Geletzke, Jr  Lance Gilliland Bobby Goldby
Charlie High Steve Jackson Steve Jacobs Dave Johnson
Wyatt Kindler
Eric Knepp
Ed Kompare
Daniel Lane
Ben Leese
Doug Lincbaugh The EBT in Robertsdale
Mathew Malkiewicz
Christian McCann z
Ray McFalls With Vagel Keller, PhD
Bob Meek
Curtis Miller 11 AM, August 9, 2025
Bill Mosteller )
Kevin Nolish e What did the scene from the Robertsdale
E‘:Vr;};ehri‘ﬁj‘gls depot look before the EBT's tracks arrived in
Hans Plugge Robertsdale? We'll have a walk-and-talk
John Quinn
round th mpan re and along th
Ton Raddor around the Co pq y Square and along the
Lee Rainey path foward the mines.

;}eplf(l? Ramirez e Visit special exhibits featuring historic maps,
ark Reese . , .
Rick Rourke drawings, and photos about the EBT's role in
5-6“2 i@gﬁn the development of coal mining operations

im Schindele .
Blair Stewart in Robertsdale from 10 AM to 5 PM at the

Roger Stier FEBT Robertsdale Museum.
Aaron Stilson _

Kevin Tomasic
Jim Troup

Gene Tucker
Dick Ullery
Andy VanScyoc
Mike Wahler
Bill Wheeler
John Widmeyer
Rob Willhite
Scarlett Wirt
Gregg Wolfersheim
Charlie Wootton
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Date Host Event

August 2 FEBT Young Easties Work Session (Rockhill)
August 2-3 FEBT Rockhill Work Session

August 9 FEBT FEBT Museum Archives Day

August 13-16 RTM Homecoming Week

August 23-24 FEBT Rockhill Work Session

August 30 EBT Trackside Tastes & Tunes

September 7 RTM Grandparents’ Day

September 13 FEBT Young Easties Work Session (Robertsdale)
September 13-14 FEBT Rockhill Work Session

September 15-19 FEBT Rockhill Fall Work Week

September 18-21 EBT Ragtime at the Railroad

September 20 FEBT/RTM  Free Museum Day

September 20 EBT Trackside Tastes & Tunes

October 3, 4, 5 FEBT 2025 Fall Reunion

October 4 RTM Fall Spectacular

October 11, 12, 18, 19, 25, 26 EBT Pumpkin Patch Express

October 25, 26 RTM Costume Days

November 1 FEBT Young Easties Work Session (Rockhill)
November 1-2 FEBT Rockhill Work Session

November 28-30 EBT Christmas in Coal Country

December 5-7, 12-14, 19-21 EBT Christmas in Coal Country

Hosts: FEBT Friends of the East Broad Top www.febt.org
EBT East Broad Top Railroad www.eastbroadtop.com
RTM Rockhill Trolley Museum www.rockhilltrolley.org
BTACMHS Broad Top Area Coal Miners Historical Society broadtopminersmuseum.com

UPCOMING ROCKHILL FURNACE VOLUNTEER SESSIONS

The next Rockhill Restoration Work Weekend will take place Saturday and Sunday, August 2 and 3, followed by a second
August session on Saturday and Sunday, August 23 and 24. The remainder of the 2025 Rockhill Furnace Work Session
schedule is posted above. Please consider coming out for one or more of the sessions to help us continue to preserve and
restore the East Broad Top. If you are interested in participating in the Rockhill Furnace volunteer sessions including
track work, and are not on the current signup distribution, please contact Charlie Wootton, the Rockhill Furnace volunteer
coordinator, at rhrestoration@febt.org. Visit our website at Volunteer — Friends of the East Broad Top for more
information on all of our volunteer projects and how you can participate. If you have questions about volunteering, or
have suggestions for our volunteer recruiting efforts, please email me at volunteer(@febt.org. — Dave Bulman

FEBT MUSEUM SCHEDULE

The FEBT Museum is now open for the 2025 season.
Operating hours are Saturdays 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM.

Archives Days: August 9
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FEBT ANNUAL REUNION CONTESTS INFORMATION

General Contest Summary
Any FEBT member who is a Reunion registrant may enter the model and photo contests. No model or photo that has ever
won an award in a previous FEBT contest may be entered. Judging and voting for both contests will take place during the
Saturday of Reunion with the Winners being announced Saturday Evening.

Photo Contest

Must feature the EBT or related restoration activities.
All photos must be mounted on/in a mat board no larger than 11 by 14 inches; the photo may be any size but not
exceed the size of the mat.
Panoramic and wide-format photos. The max size for mat board is 30 x 14 inches.
No picture frames or glass/Plexiglas covers may be used.
No more than two photos may be submitted by a single entrant in each category.
Only the photographer can enter a photo.
Color and black-and-white photos must be entered in one of these categories:

o Classic Original: photos with minimal alterations beyond cropping.

o Artist’s Choice: entries may have any manipulations and enhancements done to achieve the desired end.
e The Timber Transfer editor may present an Editor’s Choice Award.

Model Contest
e All models must be based on subjects directly related to the EBT
No limit to the number of models entered by each entrant.
There must be at least two models entered in a category for a contest to be declared. (No award will be given in
any category in which a contest is not declared.)
Categories may be combined to ensure a contest.
Supporting documentation may be displayed with any entry, as long as the entrant’s name does not appear on any
of the documentation.
The model contest categories are as follows:
o Locomotives — Any self-propelled equipment except maintenance-of-way speeders;
o Rolling Stock — Any revenue freight or passenger equipment; any non revenue equipment primarily
intended for track or lineside maintenance.
o Structures and Module/Dioramas — Any building or other structure, either railroad-related or lineside; and
any structure or structures that are mounted on a base which depicts a scene, with or without track.
e “What If” — Any model depicting a facet of the EBT had history played out differently (had the EBT standard
gauged, carried on past 1956, etc.)
e Special restoration program model contest
o This award recognizes the model
that best represents a project
undertaken by our restoration
volunteers. The award consists of
a special plaque created by our
Rockhill Furnace restoration
crew. This special award will be
based on the popular vote of
current restoration volunteers.

FEBT volunteers enjoy a train ride during
the July work session. — Al Gallo photo
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ABOUT THIS ORGANIZATION

Friends of the East Broad Top, Inc. (FEBT) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, historical, and educational society dedicated to the
preservation, restoration, and interpretation of the East Broad Top Railroad National Historic Landmark in Huntingdon
County, Pennsylvania. It was organized in 1983 and now boasts over 2,200 members. FEBT publishes an award-winning
magazine, Timber Transfer, and a monthly e-newsletter, and operates a museum in Robertsdale PA, the EBT's southern
terminus. See febt.org/ for more information.

On July 4, a passenger train ascends Jordan Summit in reverse from the south. This trackage being placed back into
revenue service is part of the incremental success of the March to Saltillo. — Chris McCann photo

ABOUT THIS NEWSLETTER

The Friends of the East Broad Top Newsletter is a monthly digital-only periodical. Started in 2020, it is intended to keep
members and donors apprised of what the organization has done and will be doing. The FEBT Newsletter is distributed
by email to the current list of members and donors, and is a privilege of contributing to the FEBT’s cause of preserving,
restoring, and interpreting the East Broad Top Railroad for current and future generations. The editor can be contacted at
Newsletter@febt.org. Previous issues of the FEBT Newsletter may be found at febt.org/newsletter. Press time for
information submitted is 8:00 PM Eastern time on the 25™ of each month. Events occurring after the 25™, such as
donations and memberships, will be considered part of the following month’s information.
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