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The FEBT Track Crew aligns rail between the Pogue Road crossing and the entrance to Southern Huntingdon HS in 

March 2025 as part of the continued efforts of the March to Saltillo.  – Al Gallo photo 



2 
FEBT Newsletter Volume 6, Issue 4  April 2025 

 

 

IN THIS ISSUE: 

 

FEBT’S Young Easties’ Second Season Gets Underway   3 

The Next Generation of Easties is Here      4 

Relive the 2024 FEBT Fall Reunion       5 

The March to Saltillo:  In Saltillo (and Elsewhere)    5 

Archives’ Disaster-Preparedness Planning Dries Porter’s  

Paperwork           7 

March 2025 Rockhill Restoration Work Session Notes    8 

Robertsdale Tales at the End of Winter      10 

March Volunteers           11 

Company Store Item of the Month       12 

March Campaign-Supported Accomplishments    13 

March Fundraising Update         14 

Upcoming Events           15 

Upcoming Rockhill Furnace Volunteer Sessions    15 

FEBT Museum Schedule         16 

Volunteer Lodging Information        16 

 

 

  

The group of volunteers at the March work session got to pose with the EBT’s latest acquisition. – 

Dave Bulman photo 
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FEBT’S YOUNG EASTIES’ SECOND SEASON 

GETS UNDERWAY 
 

FEBT is pleased to announce the beginning of the second season of its program for teens ages 13 through 17 (or to age 18, 

if still in high school).  Known as the Young Easties, the goals of this program are to offer young people an introduction 

to railroads and railroading in general (in the hopes that some of them will pursue a career in the field), to learn about the 

East Broad Top in particular, and to offer them hands-on railroading experiences. 

 

This season’s first offering will take place on Saturday, May 

3rd, which is also the railroad’s Opening Day.   

 

The projected schedule of events (as currently envisioned, 

and subject to change) is: 

9:00 AM Registration for new attendees and 

returnees at the Orbisonia Station 

9:30 AM Orientation to the East Broad Top – 

New attendees 

9:30 AM Hands-on: Track work in the 

Rockhill yard – Returning 

participants 

10:00 AM Hands-on: Track work in the 

Rockhill yard – New attendees 

 12:00 PM Lunch (provided) 

1:30 PM The EBT’s Blacksmith Shop:  An 

introduction to its operation and 

upcoming restoration by the Next 

Gen Easties 

 3:00 PM Train ride for all participants 

 4:00 PM  Event wrap-up and conclusion 

 

We can accommodate up to 15 teen participants.  Up to one 

adult family member may also attend.  Pre-registration is 

required.  Procedures for registering for returning 

participants and for new attendees are as follows: 

• Returning teens who currently have a registration 

form on file (whose information is current) may 

register by emailing their interest to 

youthvol@febt.org.   

• New attendees may find and complete a registration 

form at: https://febt.org/youthform.  The completed 

form may be emailed to youthvol@febt.org.    

 

Please pre-register by Monday, April 21st.  Questions about the program may be emailed to youthvol@febt.org.  Safe 

work practices are observed at the East Broad Top.  This means that all attendees must bring and wear a hard hat when 

engaged in any hands-on exercise.  Safety eye wear is also required, as are sturdy, over-the-ankle boots and good work 

gloves.  Wear suitable work clothing as well. 

 

FEBT’s second Young Easties offering is currently planned for Saturday, June 7th.  Details to follow.  We look forward to 

seeing you! – Gene Tucker 

 

  

Young Easties dig tie cribs in the Rockhill Yard in 

September 2024.  This important trackwork and other 

tasks are key contributions younger members can make 

to FEBT’s mission. – Gene Tucker photo 

MEMBERSHIP BOX SCORE 
The Friends of the East Broad Top 

membership is up to 

2224 

 

 

 

active members 

mailto:youthvol@febt.org
https://febt.org/youthform
mailto:youthvol@febt.org
mailto:youthvol@febt.org
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THE NEXT GENERATION OF EASTIES IS HERE 
 

Following on from the successful launch of the Young Easties Program, it is now time to focus on the Next Generation of 

Friends of the East Broad Top members; the 18 to 30 (ish) year olds in a group we have dubbed the Next Gen Easties.  

Getting the younger generation involved is not just important for the rail preservation industry but important for the 

Friends of the East Broad Top as this will provide years of FEBT members to continue preserving the East Broad Top.    

 

The Next Gen Easties are working on organizing online events and 

social gatherings for this age group that will target new members.  One 

example is the upcoming track work session with Penn State Altoona’s 

American Railway Engineering and Maintenance-of-Way Association 

(AREMA) Chapter.  Working with groups like this not only provides 

the FEBT with a new volunteer base but it allows the students to gain 

real life skills that will benefit them.  Many of the skills they will learn 

working on FEBT Projects can be used in their professional 

educational and personal lives.   

 

With the formation of the Next Gen Easties, we wanted to start a 

project that the group can have ownership of.  As keen viewers may 

have noticed, work has started on the Blacksmith Shop.  The goal of 

the project is to restore the Blacksmith Shop to its 1950s appearance 

and make some of the shop equipment functional.  The group will be 

splitting their time during work weekends.  On Saturdays they will 

work on other FEBT projects and on Sundays they will focus their 

time on the Blacksmith Shop.   

 

Our team of Next Gen Easties have already restored a vice and anvil, including mounting them on new wooden stands.   

The group has also begun a general cleanup of the shop, removing many dies, punches, hammers and other tools from the 

black “schmutz” on the floor of the shop.  A temporary rack was created to store these tools off the ground.    

 

While the to-do list is long, in April 

the group will work on rebuilding the 

coal bunkers next to the furnaces, 

secure the anvil, and rebuilding a 

table that held a large steel plate used 

for forging.  Keep an eye out in 

future social media posts for progress 

on these projects.   

 

Attracting and retaining younger 

volunteers is the primary goal of the 

Next Gen Easties group.  As we 

restore the Blacksmith Shop we look 

forward to building friendships and a 

group that will carry the FEBT into 

the future and continue to preserve 

the East Broad Top Railroad for 

generations to come. – Alex Cook 

 

Left:  A view of the vice restored by the Next Gen Easties in the 

Blacksmith Shop. – Alex Cook photo 

Below:  Next Gen Easties work on restoring the forging table. – 

Alex Cook photo 
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RELIVE THE 2024 FEBT FALL REUNION 

 

You read that right.  As planning of the 2025 

FEBT Reunion continues, take a journey back 

with us as we relive the magic of the 2024 FEBT 

Fall Reunion. 

 

For the first time ever, several Reunion panels 

were recorded, edited, and produced for FEBT 

members by FEBT Reunion Coordinator Al Gallo 

and his team, with music by Mark Huber.  

 

Couldn’t make it to one of the sessions?  Simply 

want to relive the moment?  Well now you can by 

logging into the FEBT Company Store Website 

with a current FEBT membership and click the 

Reunion Registration and Videos link in the upper 

left hand corner.  

 

Available videos include: 

Walking Tour Path Ribbon Cuttings in Robertsdale  

The 2024 FEBT Annual Business Meeting  

Matthew Hurst’s Presentation on the Huntingdon & Broad Top Railroad 

The 2025 FEBT Campaign Presentation  

The Track Panel Discussion with Gene Tucker and Henry Long 

Updates with EBT Foundation  

 

Brad Esposito’s presentation on Standard Gauge cars on the EBT is coming soon.  

 

But that’s not all.  Planning for the 2025 FEBT Reunion is certainly gaining steam, so stay tuned as the Reunion 

Coordinator tries his best to top last year’s wonderful event! – Al Gallo 

 

THE MARCH TO SALTILLO: 

IN SALTILLO (AND ELSEWHERE) 
 

Goodbye, Old Man Winter; Hello, Spring! 

 

The track man’s life is governed by the weather to a large degree.  Just for the record, our FEBT track gang’s members 

aren’t averse to working in temperatures in the 20s, or in the 90s, or anywhere in between.  That said, the nearly-perfect 

weather day for track people involves temperatures in the 50s, with a slight breeze, and sunny skies.  Well, we can’t have 

it all, can we?  But one can hope, just the same.  With the coming of spring, the track gang has gotten busy again.  Details 

follow. 

 

Track Construction at Southern Huntingdon High School 
In this reporting period, we were able to complete construction of about 600 feet of new track between the PA Route 994 

grade crossing and the northern driveway at the high school.  This track made use of on-hand stocks of #100 RA rail. 

Once the current school year is finished this summer, current plans call for replacement of the 994 crossing, and both 

driveway crossings in front of the high school.  Plans call for the track between the two driveways to be upgraded from 

#85 rail to #100 rail.  Completion of this work will open up track to the northern approach to the Pogue Bridge.  In 

preparation for this work, the March FEBT Work Weekend on Saturday, March 1st, concentrated on breaking apart the 

joints from the northern driveway to the north side of the Pogue Bridge. 
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The March to Saltillo:  In Saltillo 
Preparation of the right-of-way is underway on the 

northern outskirts of Saltillo.  This month, crews have 

managed to clear vegetation from an area about 2,500 

feet long to the north of the Saltillo station site.  Most 

of this vegetation was small stuff.  The trees were 

removed from this area previously. 

 

Crews have also begun the process of cutting bolts 

from the joints and separating the joints.  A 

considerable area from the north switch connecting 

the station lead to the main northward has been 

addressed. 

 

Personnel: Our Key to Success 
FEBT’s track community now numbers over ninety 

persons.  Of this number, we can discern four 

different constituencies: 1. People who work mostly 

during the week; 2. Those who can work on 

weekends; 3. Those who live at a distance and who 

take part during our Spring and Fall Work Weeks; and 

4. Those who are able to come only occasionally.  

Each member is a valuable part of our work and our 

accomplishments. 

 

We were assisted during this reporting period by the 

on-site participation of twenty-eight of our number.  

Without the devotion of time, expertise, and 

dedication by our members, not much would happen.  

Thanks to each one! – Gene Tucker 

Left:  The track crew 

overlooks Aughwick 

Creek from the north 

abutment of the Pogue 

Bridge after taking rail 

joints apart in the 

vicinity.  – Al Gallo photo 

Below:  A southward 

facing view towards 

Saltillo on March 19 as 

track forces work on 

removing bolts and joint 

bars. – Jack Fornadley 

photo 



7 
FEBT Newsletter Volume 6, Issue 4  April 2025 

 

 

ARCHIVES’ DISASTER-PREPAREDNESS PLANNING 

DRIES PORTER’S PAPERWORK 
 

Two years ago, when EBT Archivist Julie Rockwell and FEBT Collections Curator Scarlett Wirt won a prestigious grant 

to organize archival disaster-preparedness plans for the railroad and nearby historical organizations, no one could predict 

when or where the grant’s lessons would be put to use.  As it turned out, the first use was at the EBT — and sooner than 

anyone expected. 

 

The grant, from the National Endowment for the Humanities, let Rockwell and Wirt invite local historical societies to 

send volunteers to join EBT staff members and FEBT volunteers for training in how to respond to fire and flood damage 

or other threats to collections.  The idea was that the organizations could help each other out in case of a crisis.  Earlier 

this year, the grant also paid for four well-stocked kits of emergency response and recovery supplies that are now located 

in Mount Union, Orbisonia-Rockhill Furnace, Three Springs-Saltillo, and Robertsdale. 

 

That timing turned out to be perfect, because the supplies were on hand on February 13, when the EBT’s latest locomotive 

was lifted off the trailer that had carried it from Durango, Co.  Built by H.K. Porter in 1946 for U.S. Gypsum’s operations 

around Plaster City, CA, the burly 80-ton locomotive rides on three-axle trucks and is equipped with an Alco prime 

mover.  But when he got the door open, Master Mechanic Dave Domitrovich had an unwelcome surprise:  Five binders of 

paperwork had been left unprotected in the cab for the trip across the continent, and thanks to an open window, some of 

them were soaked.  

 

“Get these out of here! They’re wet,” Domitrovich called down to Jonathan Smith, the EBT Director of Sales and 

Marketing, who was on the ground with Andrew Greene, the station operations manager.  Both had attended the grant 

project’s preparedness hands-on training, which was conducted by the Conservation Center for Art and Historic Artifacts, 

of Philadelphia. Greene carried the binders over to the station, ending up with “a giant line of water and gunk all over my 

legs.” 

 

He knew what to do.  With help 

from Smith and Riley Roslund, 

who also participated in the 

training, ”we got everything that 

could be moved out of the binders 

onto paper towels,” Greene says.  

“It took the most time getting the 

pages separated.” But only one 

page of more than 100 ripped, he 

says.  They did their best to keep 

pages in order. 

 

Then Greene called Rockwell at 

home to say he was going to break 

into her bin of emergency supplies 

for string and clothespins. “Papers 

hung on a clothesline won’t 

wrinkle the way they will on paper 

towels,” he says. Luckily only two 

of the binders were soaked 

through, but one of those was the 

binder on the Alco prime mover. 

 

“We did exactly what we needed to do,” he says. “And the timing couldn’t have been better — all of us were here, and all 

the materials were here.”  Rockwell arrived within an hour, and “there was only one thing she said we could have done 

differently,” he says. “It was a good test for the future.  I feel a lot more confident that we’re prepared if, God forbid, 

something like this should happen again.” 

Pages from one of the binders of the new locomotive’s paperwork dry in the 

Orbisonia station’s baggage room. – Matthew Malkiewicz photo 
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“Jonathan, Andrew, and Riley did a 

fantastic job,” Rockwell says.  “They 

quickly implemented the incident 

command system that we all learned 

about during our training.  By calling 

me, I was able to assess the situation 

over the phone, understand the steps 

they were taking to start drying out the 

materials, and direct them to the 

supplies in the kit well before I even 

arrived on the scene.  Their knowing 

what to do saved the manuals.” 

 

“Of course the ultimate goal is to never 

have to use the kits or respond to a 

collections emergency in the first place.  

But it’s prevention and preparedness 

that are keys for protecting the EBT 

communities’ valuable historic 

collections,” says Rockwell.  “The NEH 

grant has paid off already.” – Lawrence 

Biemiller 

 

MARCH 2025 ROCKHILL RESTORATION  

WORK SESSION NOTES 
 

FEBT volunteers made great progress on Rockhill restoration projects during the March work weekend.  We had a strong 

turnout of 33 volunteers on Saturday, March 1, and 16 on Sunday the 2nd.  We started the weekend by checking out the 

newly arrived 1946 Porter diesel locomotive, EBT #19.  FEBT crews then continued work on Combine 14, Boxcar 174, 

shop windows, Storehouse No. 2, the Blacksmith Shop, and track work on the March to Saltillo.    

 

Combine 14 moved 

forward on multiple 

portions of this restoration 

project.  Most of the 

uninstalled window sashes 

were trial fit and matched 

with window openings.  

Electrical wiring 

continued, as did final trim 

work and seat hardware 

installation.   

 

 

Items delivered with the new locomotive included the maintenance manual 

for the Alco prime mover and a binder of daily inspection reports. – 

Matthew Malkiewicz photo 

Charlie Wootton, Mike 

Wahler, and Vic Booth 

work on fitting 

windows on Combine 

14.  – Al Gallo photo. 
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The Boxcar 174 crew continued installing 

interior wood sheathing.  

 

Efforts continued in the blacksmith shop, 

led by our new Next Gen Easties team (see 

article on Page 4).    

 

Track crew efforts on Saturday focused on 

dissembling rail joints in front of the high 

school up to the Pogue bridge (see article on 

Page 5).   

 

The windows crew continued with sash 

repairs and the first glazing and painting of 

the season.   

 

Documentation and preparation efforts 

continued for the Storehouse No. 2 

restoration, including installation of 

temporary bracing in the first floor in 

preparation for emptying its contents.   

 

Our volunteers in Rockhill are making great 

progress, but there is always more to do.   

We can use more help on all projects.  If 

you’d like to contribute to these and other 

projects, please consider joining us! – Dave 

Bulman 

 

  

Top:  Wyatt Kindler and Alex Cook 

install the end interior wood sheathing in 

Boxcar 174.  – Al Gallo photo. 

 

Middle:  Bill Adams, Bob Meek, and 

Bobby Goldby restore windows in the 

carpenter shop. – Al Gallo photo. 

 

Bottom:  Sam Painter digs out the sunken 

Storehouse No. 2 doors, allowing them to 

be opened for documentation and 

temporary bracing installation. – Dave 

Bulman photo. 
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ROBERTSDALE TALES AT THE END OF WINTER 
 

Remember how I started last month’s report with, “Man, it gets cold on the top of Broad Top Mountain!”  Well, we went 

up on Friday, February 28 to welcome folks from the Rockhill Trolley Museum’s “Winterfest” event.  Jane and I had been 

up on Wednesday to do some cleaning and in general make sure the museum was ready to go.  All was “shipshape” in the 

museum, but when we took a walk to test our walking tour path, the ice was still covering almost everything, and it was 

hard and slick.  We realized that walking tours were out of the question.  We spent the next day and the drive up racking 

our brains to figure out what we could do to entertain a big group if we could not do walking tours.  Alas, no good ideas 

came.  Luckily it had stayed warm from Wednesday, so the ice, while not gone, was now weak enough that it would 

crumble underfoot and allow your shoe to gain traction on the soft ground.  Hooray, we could have walking tours!   

 

That good news was quickly followed by the bad.  When we asked the 

furnace to warm the place up, it said, “Sorry, I can’t do that.”  Lucky 

for us local resident Rickie Rourke was a host that day.  He drove 

over to the home of Ryan Koontz, the professional HVAC guy who 

works on his house.  Ryan was in, and had time to come look.  He 

found the problem.  Alas, parts are only available in Altoona.  Not the 

end of the world, but not that close either.  He made a list and asked 

his friend to go get the parts while he went to another job.  Parts and 

he were back by 3:00 PM and the museum was warm by 4:00 PM.  

Great news since starting that night the area was expected to be back 

to deep freeze temperatures (so we’d likely have had frozen pipes).  

Add to this that just about every guest wanted to take a walking tour, 

so even at 50 degrees, the museum felt warm to them when they got 

back inside.  That’s too much good luck to believe, but all true.  

We had 53 guests sign in that day.  We know that not everyone 

signs in, so I’m confident in saying that we must have had 60 

visitors; on February 28, on the top of Broad Top Mountain, 

and had a mostly outside event.  There are just too many 

instances of good luck in the above paragraphs to count ‘em. 

 

As I write this, we still have several more work days 

planned.  It’s not all hard labor, however.  Jane and I gave a 

presentation about the progress at Robertsdale to the Railroad 

Prototype Modelers convention in Youngwood PA on March 

21. Our presentation was well-received, as was Jimmy 

Braum’s about the progress in Rockhill Furnace by the EBTF 

and FEBT. 

We were back again eight days later.  Steve Jackson built 

new shelves for the gift shop inventory, Scarlett Wirt 

emptied several of the display cases and cleaned them up for 

new exhibits, and we painted the picture rail in the Inman 

hall (now you won’t notice it, and that was the point).  After 

lunch we all started putting on warmer clothes.  Oh no, the 

Top:  Mother and child guests were able to enjoy the heat 

inside the FEBT Museum after repairs were made. – Jane 

Clarke photo 

Above:  A walking tour group returns to the Old Post 

Office during Winterfest. – Jane Clarke photo 

Left:  Pete Clarke presents to the Eastern RPM Meet 

crowd on March 21. – Jane Clarke photo 
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furnace had stopped working.  A call to Ryan and he was there in minutes.  He figured out that the condensate drain was 

partly blocked, so the system would work fine for a while until the water backed up and a sensor told the system to shut 

down.  Time passed, the water slowly drained, and the furnace would work again, for a while.  He figured that out and 

fixed it, free.  No, this was not related to the earlier issue. 

 

So as time goes by, we learn things.  Best donuts around?  Bet you can’t beat Allensville Donuts (But if you want to try, 

bring some by.  The hosts will gladly do some testing!).  Need a good HVAC guy?  I’ll be happy to recommend Ryan 

Koontz to you. 

 

As I write this, we still have several more work days planned.  By the time you read this on April 1, we’ll have just a week 

and a half until we open.  While the “Official” opening is May 3, the fact is that we are open on April 12, 19 and then our 

host training days are the following weekend.  So starting April 12, the museum is active (but not open to the public on 

April 19) every Saturday through October.   Luckily, we have had four more members offer to learn to be hosts at the 

museum.  They, and all us old hosts, look forward to seeing you at the museum in Robertsdale.  Don’t forget, there are 

two museums in Robertsdale; the Broad Top Area Coal Miners Museum is also well worth your visit.  Have you studied 

the mine car and dump track they have on display?  Take a walking tour, then go see that.  You’ll find yourself thinking, 

“Robertsdale, it’s worth the visit.” – Pete Clarke 

 

MARCH VOLUNTEERS 
 

The following members volunteered in March in Rockhill Furnace, Robertsdale, with the Archives, with the track crew, 

and/or remotely.  Thanks to all FEBT volunteers for their dedicated efforts to preserve, restore, and interpret the EBT. 

 

Bill Adams  Lawrence Biemiller Victor Booth  John Bowie  

Dave Bulman  Karen Bulman  Matt Carter  Jane Clarke  

Pete Clarke  Chris Coleman  Chris Connacher Alex Cook 

Philip Coyle  Doug Davenport Ray Davidowski George Dvorak 

Dave Ebright  Jack Fornadley  Larry Fuchs  Al Gallo 

Charles Geletzke, Jr Bobby Goldby  Dave Hart  Charlie High 

Steve Jackson  Steve Jacobs  Dave Johnson  Tom Jordan 

Wyatt Kindler  Daniel Klinger  Eric Knepp  Ed Kompare 

Daniel Lane  Ben Leese  Doug Linebaugh Mathew Malkiewicz 

Christian McCann Bob Meek  Curtis Miller  Isak Motter 

Dave Padula  Sam Painter  Dave Phillips  Hans Plugge 

Rich Poletto  John Quinn 

 Lee Rainey  Mark Reese 

Bill Reynolds  Blake Rimmey 

 Julie Rockwell  Rick Rourke 

Jon Rudman  Justin Santichen 

 Tim Schindele  Russell Semen 

Christian Shelley Roger Stier 

 Gene Tucker  Dick Ullery 

Andy VanScyoc Mike Wahler 

 Bill Wheeler  John Widmeyer 

Norm Wilcox  Scarlett Wirt 

 Tristan Wise  Charlie Wootton  

The FEBT track crew gathers after completing 

separating the rail joints up to the Pogue 

bridge.  – Al Gallo photo. 
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MARCH CAMPAIGN-SUPPORTED ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
 

Exciting activity continued on multiple projects in March supported by your generous donations to the FEBT Campaign.  

 

March to Saltillo - The combined EBTF and FEBT track crew made good progress on the March to Saltillo this month, 

continuing work near the high school and beginning efforts north of Saltillo.  (See article on Page 5 for more details).  

More track materials are on the way, with 2500 ties and related spikes, plates, and bolts on order, all funded by 2025 

Campaign donations. 

 

Saltillo Station – 

Preparations for the 

start of construction of 

the station are 

continuing, with 

groundbreaking 

expected in April.  Stay 

tuned for upcoming 

announcements! 

 

Rockhill Restoration – 

Materials for upcoming 

restoration projects 

were ordered, including 

rough cut framing 

lumber to rebuild the 

first floor structure of 

store house 2 and new 

deck timbers for the 

turntable, all funded by 

the 2025 Campaign. 

(See article on Page 8 

for more details).   

 

Archives –  

Scanning and cataloging a variety of collections continued for release to the public. This month, the East Broad Top 

Railroad and Coal Co. Stockholders Minutes, Volume. 1, 1908-1913 was made available. Also available is a detailed 

Index authored by EBT historian Dr. Vagel Keller, which can be downloaded for free.  Additionally, the first 60 negatives 

of the Arnold Menke Collection were made available.  This collection includes black and white negatives of the EBT 

spanning both the Common Carrier era and the Kovalchick tourist era, some dating back to the 1930s.   See more details 

at: https://ebtarchives.catalogaccess.com/exhibits/37.  The Archives work is supported by funding from the FEBT 

Campaign. 

 

Your continued support of the FEBT Campaign will allow us to continue and accelerate these and other projects to 

preserve, restore, and interpret the EBT.  The 2025 Campaign runs until Sept. 30, 2025.  You may donate online (credit 

card and PayPal accepted) at the FEBT Company Store, https://store.febt.org/donate.  If you prefer to send a check or 

money order payable to FEBT, address it to: 

 

Karen Bulman 

FEBT Fundraising Treasurer 

P.O. Box 43063 

Cincinnati, OH 45243 

 

FEBT is a designated 501(c)(3) organization and donations are tax-deductible in the U.S. – Karen and Dave Bulman 

 

The trackside elevation drawing of Saltillo Station. – John Bowie rendering 

A view of the clearing work done between Three 

Springs and Saltillo on February 22, 2025. – 

Daniel Lane photo 

https://ebtarchives.catalogaccess.com/exhibits/37
https://store.febt.org/donate
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MARCH FUNDRAISING UPDATE 

 

Thank you for your support of the 2025 Campaign. March donations 

totaled $21,951 in 72 donations, bringing the 2025 Campaign total to 

$281,004, once again achieving our Campaign goal!  FEBT greatly 

appreciates your continuing help to support its goals of restoring, 

preserving, and interpreting the East Broad Top Railroad. Thank you! 
 
March donors*: 

 

Richard Anderson James Armstrong 

Jan Bender  James Benko   Ross Bernard  Harry Besler 

Alexander Bowser Boyertown Lodge No. 741 David H. Capp  David Currier 

Keith Danis  David Dewey   Thomas S. Dix III Clifford Dodge 

Harry Doolittle  Clifford Egel   Eric Emmons  Joel Faber 

Douglas E. Fink  David Ford   William George  Robert Gilbert 

William F. Grow Susan Harman   James Harrington Bruce Hartman 

Michael Hegedus Tom Hesketh   James Hickey  Charles W. High 

Bruce Howlett  James & Julie Hughes  Mike Huhn  Dave Johnson 

Victor V. Kidd  David Kneisley Sr.  Michael Koch  Keith A. Kreider 

Timothy Lab  Richard C. Lind   James Long  James Love 

John Lyans  Joshua Nelson   Barbara Obarowski Richard Onorevole 

Selwyn Parks  Albert Rizzo   Joseph Rizzotti  Richard Robey 

Anthony Sallo III John W. Schmidt  Ira Silverman  Christopher Simone 

Hugh Smith  Ann R. Sparrough  Michael Talmage Charles E. Ulmann 

William R. Urban Edson Waite   Rand Warner  Brian Wolfe 

Terrill L. Woolsey John S. Yoder   Patrick Yough  Robert Zimmerman 

 

* - All donors listed represent donations received between February 22, 2025 and March 21, 2025.  Donations received 

after March 21 will be reported in the May 2025 issue due to press time constraints. 

 

 

The 2025 Annual Campaign runs October 1, 2024 through September 30, 2025.  You may donate online (credit card and 

PayPal accepted) at the FEBT Company Store, https://store.febt.org/donate.  If you prefer to send a check or money order 

payable to FEBT, address it to: 

 

Karen Bulman 

FEBT Fundraising Treasurer 

P.O. Box 43063 

Cincinnati, OH 45243 

 

FEBT is a designated 501(c)(3) 

organization and donations are tax-

deductible in the U.S.  

 

Thank you for your generous support! – 

Karen Bulman and Dave Bulman 

 

 

 

  

2025 Campaign Goal: 

$270,000 

March Donations: 

$21,951 

Campaign Total: 

$281,004 – 104.1% 

https://store.febt.org/donate
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Date     Host  Event                    

April 5-6    FEBT  Rockhill Work Session 

April 12, 13, 19    EBT  Easter on the Rails 

May 3     FEBT  FEBT Museum Opening Day 2025 

May 3     BTACMHS Broad Top Area Coal Miners Museum Opening Day 2025 

May 3     FEBT  Young Easties Work Session (Rockhill) 

May 3-4    FEBT  Rockhill Work Session 

May 17-18    EBT  EBT Goes to War! 

May 17     EBT  Trackside Tastes & Tunes 

May 19-23    FEBT  Rockhill Spring Work Week 

June 7     FEBT  Young Easties Work Session (Robertsdale) 

June 7-8    FEBT  Rockhill Work Session 

June 14     EBT  Trackside Tastes & Tunes 

June 14     FEBT  FEBT Museum Archives Day 

June 28     FEBT  Young Easties Work Session (Rockhill) 

June 28-29    FEBT  Rockhill Work Session 

July 12     FEBT  Young Easties Work Session (Robertsdale) 

July 12-13    FEBT  Rockhill Work Session 

July 19    FEBT/BTACMHS Robertsdale-Wood Heritage Day 

July 26     EBT  Trackside Tastes & Tunes 

August 2    FEBT  Young Easties Work Session (Rockhill) 

August 2-3    FEBT  Rockhill Work Session 

August 9    FEBT  FEBT Museum Archives Day 

August 23-24    FEBT  Rockhill Work Session 

August 30    EBT  Trackside Tastes & Tunes 

September 13    FEBT  Young Easties Work Session (Rockhill) 

September 13-14   FEBT  Rockhill Work Session 

September 15-19   FEBT  Rockhill Fall Work Week 

September 17-21   EBT  Ragtime at the Railroad 

September 20    EBT  Trackside Tastes & Tunes 

October 3, 4, 5    FEBT  2025 Fall Reunion 

October 3    FEBT  FEBT Museum Archives Day 

November 1    FEBT  Young Easties Work Session (Rockhill) 

November 1-2     FEBT  Rockhill Work Session 

November 28-30   EBT  Christmas in Coal Country 

December 5-7, 12-14, 19-21  EBT  Christmas in Coal Country 
 

Hosts: FEBT  Friends of the East Broad Top   www.febt.org 

 EBT  East Broad Top Railroad    www.eastbroadtop.com  

 RTM  Rockhill Trolley Museum    www.rockhilltrolley.org   

 BTACMHS Broad Top Area Coal Miners Historical Society broadtopminersmuseum.com 

 

UPCOMING ROCKHILL FURNACE VOLUNTEER SESSIONS 
 

The next Rockhill Restoration Work Weekend will take place Saturday and Sunday, April 5 and 6.   The remainder of the 

2025 Rockhill Furnace Work Session schedule is now available.  Please consider coming out for one or more of the 

sessions to help us continue to preserve and restore the East Broad Top.  If you are interested in participating in the 

Rockhill Furnace volunteer sessions including track work, and are not on the current signup distribution, please contact 

Charlie Wootton, the Rockhill Furnace volunteer coordinator, at rhrestoration@febt.org.  Visit our website at Volunteer – 

Friends of the East Broad Top for more information on all of our volunteer projects and how you can participate.  If you 

have questions about volunteering, or have suggestions for our volunteer recruiting efforts, please email me at 

volunteer@febt.org. – Dave Bulman 

http://www.febt.org/
http://www.eastbroadtop.com/
http://www.rockhilltrolley.org/
https://broadtopminersmuseum.com/
mailto:rhrestoration@febt.org
https://febt.org/volunteer/
https://febt.org/volunteer/
mailto:volunteer@febt.org
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FEBT MUSEUM SCHEDULE 
 

Easter on The Rails April 12, 19  10:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

 

The FEBT Museum will be open for the 2025 season on Saturdays beginning 

May 3, 2025.  Operating hours are 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM. 

 

Archives Days:  June 14, August 9, October 3 

 

VOLUNTEER LODGING INFORMATION 
 

Are you considering volunteering 

with the FEBT, but are not sure 

about where to stay?   The FEBT 

website has a searchable list of 82 

lodging options that are within an 

hour of Rockhill Furnace, with 29 

of these within 30 minutes.   The 

list includes a range of 

accommodation types and prices.  

See our website at 

https://febt.org/lodging/ for the 

list. – Dave Bulman 

 

 

 

ABOUT THIS ORGANIZATION 
 

Friends of the East Broad Top, Inc. (FEBT) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, historical, and educational society dedicated to the 

preservation, restoration, and interpretation of the East Broad Top Railroad National Historic Landmark in Huntingdon 

County, Pennsylvania.  It was organized in 1983 and now boasts over 2,200 members.  FEBT publishes an award-winning 

magazine, Timber Transfer, and a monthly e-newsletter, and operates a museum in Robertsdale PA, the EBT's southern 

terminus.  See febt.org/ for more information.  

 

ABOUT THIS NEWSLETTER 
 

The Friends of the East Broad Top Newsletter is a monthly digital-only periodical.  Started in 2020, it is intended to keep 

members and donors apprised of what the organization has done and will be doing.  The FEBT Newsletter is distributed 

by email to the current list of members and donors, and is a privilege of contributing to the FEBT’s cause of preserving, 

restoring, and interpreting the East Broad Top Railroad for current and future generations.  The editor can be contacted at 

Newsletter@febt.org.  Previous issues of the FEBT Newsletter may be found at febt.org/newsletter.  Press time for 

information submitted is 8:00 PM Eastern time on the 25th of each month.  Events occurring after the 25th, such as 

donations and memberships, will be considered part of the following month’s information. 

A north-facing view of the 

right-of-way clearing work 

from the northern end of the 

former NARCO branch 

siding. – Dave Camisa photo 

https://febt.org/lodging/
https://febt.org/
mailto:Newsletter@febt.org
https://febt.org/newsletter

