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The Young Easties pose in front of the hopper they painted during the second 

event of the youth program on September 21. – Jack Fornadley photo 
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YOUNG EASTIES:  INTRODUCING A NEW GENERATION 

TO THE EAST BROAD TOP 
 

The second offering of FEBT’s Young Easties program took place on Saturday, September 21.  Fifteen young people, 

along with nine of their family members, took part.  It’s always interesting to see the geographic origins of the attendees.  

This second offering drew participants from as far away as Michigan, Ohio, and Baltimore, MD. 

 

A varied palate of activities was planned for the day.  These included an 

introduction to the East Broad Top, its history and current operations; tie 

installation in the Rockhill yard, the repainting of a hopper car in the 

Rockhill yard; a presentation on railroad braking systems offered by Mr. 

Ron Freitag, East Broad Top’s Chief Car Inspector.  A ride on the train to 

Colgate Grove and back closed out the day.  At the end of the day, some 

parents who had come along for the day said that their teenaged family 

member had a great time.  Others said that they have family members 

who are too young to take part at this time, but who can’t wait to be old 

enough to attend. 

 

This program couldn’t enjoy the success it seems to have enjoyed without 

the assistance and support of many people.  We are indebted to the 

railroad’s staff, including Brad Esposito, General Manager; Ron Freitag, 

Chief Car Inspector; Henry Long, the railroad’s Track Foreman; Jonathan 

Smith, Director of Sales and Marketing; Dave Domitrovich, the railroad’s 

Master Mechanic; Andrew Greene, Station Manager; and other staff 

members who supported our efforts in first-class fashion.  Six FEBT 

personnel also assisted throughout the day:  Dave Bulman, Jack 

Fornadley, Justin Santichen, Tim Schindele, and Bobby Goldby, in 

addition to myself.  Thank you, one and all! 

 

Where does this program go 

from here?  The short (and 

immediate) answer is that we 

are going to begin folding in 

these teenaged members of the 

Young Easties events into our 

regular track work sessions 

during FEBT’s Work 

Weekends.  The first such 

offering will be on Saturday, 

October 26, when Young 

Easties will work alongside – 

but separate from – FEBT’s 

adult personnel in track 

rebuilding south of the Jordan 

Summit bridge. – Gene Tucker 

 

Above:  Young Easties dig 

tie cribs in the Rockhill 

Yard trackage. – Gene 

Tucker photo 

Left:  Ron Freitag shares 

his knowledge of air brake 

systems with the Young 

Easties. – Justin Santichen 

photo 
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ROBERTSDALE NOTES FROM SEPTEMBER 
 

In last month’s issue I was able to report that on August 17 we had our largest attendance day so far this year.  How nice it 

is that again this month I can report a new record.  Rusty Glessner keeps a web site called “PA Bucket List” 

(www.pabucketlist.com).  On August 31 he visited and was very impressed with the museum and the hosts (thanks 

Scarlett and Doug).  He joined FEBT that day, but more than that, in the week before September 14 he posted a very 

complementary review of the museum.  The 14th was a very nice weather day.  Lots of people read Rusty’s site.  We had a 

constant stream of visitors that day.  We ended the day with 63 folks who had signed in, and we know some don’t bother 

to sign in.  That made this day the third-highest attendance day in our recorded history (#1 was the day the Lexington 

Group showed up in two buses,  #2 was Friday of last year’s reunion).  Starting before we were even open, we had guests 

constantly.  Every one of them wanted to take a railbike ride.  The three hosts who were there all day each gave at least 

five bike tours each (exhaustion makes it hard to keep track after that).  So, each rode at least 12 ½ miles on a railbike that 

day.  Another host gave a ride even before our official opening time.  Alas, the other record set that day is that the hosts 

have never been that tired at the end of the day.  Thanks Rusty! 

 

Some of you know that the bikes have been an 

ongoing struggle.  We were not pleased with the 

quality of many of the components used by the 

maker.  I’m happy to report that throughout that 

long hard day of use, one chain slipped off a 

gear.  It was not broken and was put back on in a 

matter of moments.  That’s it.  The bikes 

performed perfectly all day long.  Even better, I 

can report that they also performed without a 

hitch on the next Saturday.  The point is that our 

work to improve them seems to be having an 

impact.  When you see Roy Burham, say thanks 

for all his hard work on those bikes.  He’ll then 

tell you that we are not done, there are more 

improvements coming down the pike.  Do pay 

attention to the signs that explain how to use the 

bikes without damaging them. 

We’ll have a new display in the museum for this year’s reunion.  I can’t 

say what, you will need to come see it for yourself.  In order to do this, 

Scarlett needed us to put up a picture rail.  On Wednesday, September 

18, Steve, Jane, and I installed it.  I’m glad you were not there that day 

to see everything moved away from the walls, everything covered in 

dust from all the holes we had to drill.  What a mess!  But it also 

proved how right we were to install this.  Some pictures had been put 

up with Command Strips and as we took them down (to keep them 

safe) some pulled off bits of plaster.  Now that we have a picture rail, 

this type of damage will not have to be repaired again. 

 

Did Friar Tuck and his merry band of track workers build a new bridge 

and extend the track?  Yes.  So, if you earned a merit badge in the past 

for riding to end of track, that’s now invalid and you have to come 

Above:  A group of museum hosts and patrons await the beginning 

of the next railbike tour alongside a freshly stenciled hoper car. – 

Jane Clarke photo 

Right:  The track crew bridged a washed-out culvert near Woodvale 

to extent the railbike route. – Gene Tucker photo 
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renew it.  (Fact checker note – there are no merit badges, that was a joke.)  Did Mark Reese and Dan Lane get the painted 

hopper lettered?  Also, yes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the reunion you’ll also see pre-production samples of the first three of the large signs that we’ll be putting along the 

walking path.  We don’t have the final versions and don’t have the frames, but we’ll have full size (lower quality, less 

expensive) versions of the content (not the frames) on display. 

 

Speaking of the reunion – on Friday, October 4, the museum will open at 10 AM.  It will be closed by 5 PM so that the 

volunteer hosts can get to the evening programs in the Robertsdale firehall.  The library will be open, come on up, rest 

your tired feet and read!  Walking tours will be offered many times through the day.  Railbike rides on demand (as 

available).  The railroad plans to bring a speeder.  For the first time since 1956, the EBT may need to have a dispatcher 

controlling train movements in Robertsdale!  At 1:30 PM Ric Case and Ron Pearson will lead an extended version of the 

walking tour.  Come with your questions about their recent discoveries.  New doors for the station will be on display, and 

they will be installed later in the year.  Be there at 3:45 for the official opening of the walking path phase 1, and stick 

around for the 4:00 official opening of the new displays in the museum’s Hank Inman Hall.  Then you can earn bonus 

points for also offering to assist with general clean up starting around 4:45 PM so that everyone can get to the hall at the 

Robertsdale fire station where the evening activities will take place.  Please help put the shade cover, benches, picnic 

tables, chairs, ice chests and other stuff that’s outside back inside.   

 

Please note that unlike normal weekends, the museum will be closed on Saturday so that the hosts can enjoy all the 

activities in Orbisonia/Rockhill Furnace.  Then on Sunday the museum will be open from 10 AM to 5 PM.  Come early to 

(help put all that outside stuff back outside – more bonus points available!) have a cup of coffee and a donut (or two) 

before joining another Rick and Ron walking tour.  No speeder today, but the railbikes will be warmed up and ready to go.  

The handcar will even make a special appearance.  Walking tours will be offered many times throughout the day.  Have 

you taken the new walking tour that goes along the wye tracks?  Have you taken the new town walking tour?  Not that 

energetic?  The librarian hopes to have the library open again on Sunday.  Sunday will be much less hectic than Friday 

and be a good day to do all those things. 

 

Reunion Coordinator Al Gallo has planned a great weekend, and we hope you’ll take full advantage of all that 

Robertsdale has to offer during it. 

 

Oh, have I mentioned that the miners’ museum will be open on Friday?  That’s also worth your time and admission is 

included in your registration.  Too many things to do in Robertsdale?  Luckily, we are open every Saturday that the 

railroad runs trains (see the schedule in this fine publication).  So, you can come on back up and see what we have! – Pete 

Clarke 

 

Dan Lane letters 

the painted 

hopper in 

Robertsdale. – 

Mark Reese photo 
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TRACK REPORT:  MOVING SOUTHWARD 

AND WORKING IN THE SOUTH 
 

Moving Southward 
When we think of the flow of track rebuilding that’s currently going on at 

the East Broad Top, much of our recent focus has been south and west of 

Rockhill.  After all, FEBT is characterizing its support of the track 

rebuilding effort as the “March to Saltillo.”  The current railhead of the 

rebuilt track has reached a point 1,900 feet south of the overhead bridge 

at Jordan Summit. That 1,900 feet of track has been assembled during the 

past month!  (If you’re calculating the total footage of track, that equates 

to 5,400 feet of track that’s been laid since the beginning of May.)  

Gauging spiking of this newly-constructed trackage usually lags behind 

the railhead by a bit.  Gauged and fully spiked track has reached a point 

1,700 feet south of the bridge. 

 

The railroad’s staff, led by Henry Long, Track Foreman, and assisted by 

Galen Covert, has been aligning track, spreading stone, surfacing and 

tamping the track between the Route 475 crossing and the overhead 

bridge at Jordan Summit. 

 

If you are calculating what lies ahead, perhaps it’d be helpful to know 

that the distance between the overhead bridge and the McCoy Road 

crossing (which was rebuilt in August) is 3,000 feet.  That means that 

we’ll reach McCoy Road in about 1,100 feet.  Beyond McCoy, it is 

another 1,300 feet to the north side of the Route 994 crossing which is 

located a bit north of the Southern Huntingdon High School.  We feel 

confident that – if all goes according to plan – we will reach the north 

side of the 994 crossing by the end of this calendar year. (We solicit your 

prayers that we’ll reach that goal.) 

 

Through your generosity, FEBT has been able to underwrite the cost of materials for this phase of the work.  Your 

contributions have made possible the purchase of ties, spikes, bolts, tie plates and ballast stone.  We currently have 

enough Other Track Material (OTM) to reach 994, and we have authorized the purchase of ballast stone to reach that point 

as well, once the track is assembled.  Many thanks to each contributor to our fundraising efforts. 

 

Working in the South 
During FEBT’s Fall Work Week, we devoted a day to 

the construction of an eighteen-foot-long bridge over a 

washout at the south end of the trackage in Robertsdale. 

This new bridge will open up more trackage for 

railbikes, handcars and speeders to operate, enabling 

them to reach a mine site near the village of Wood. 

 

As part of this work, the track just south of this new 

bridge needed to be regauged. Some of it is a bit wide, 

so gauge rods were installed to pull the gauge back into 

specs. Several hundred feet of track has been regauged 

and is available for use. 

FEBT Track Crew members Lamar Tyson, 

Kevin Lynch, and Al Gallo set ties in place 

on the south face of Jordan Summit. – 

Gene Tucker photo 

Gene Tucker, Don Lee, Steve Jackson, Rob Benovitz, 

Walt Culver, Ed Kompare, and John Lyans pose with 

their completed framing for the culvert bridge just 

north of Woodvale. – Larry Fuchs photo 
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Miscellaneous Tasks 
In late August, we assisted the railroad’s staff with the lifting and tamping of low joints on the north side of McMullin’s 

Summit. 

 

 

 

First-Class and Numerous Help Aided our Work 
During this reporting period, we were blessed to have the assistance of 31 FEBT members.  We welcomed eight new 

personnel as well:  Izak Motter, Tristan Wise, Jack Schindele, John Lyans, Ron Elliott, Don Lee, Robert Benkovitz and 

Walt Culver.  Thanks to each one of these 31 members who assisted, and especially welcome to our new members. 

 

SEPTEMBER FUNDRAISING UPDATE 
 

 We have now concluded an amazing 2024 Campaign. This month the 

Campaign total exceeded an unprecedented $350,000 which put us 

more than $130,000 over the initial goal. September contributions 

totaled $34,385 in 104 donations. This brings the 2024 Campaign 

total (through September 21,2024) to $358,131.  FEBT appreciates 

your generous support to restore, preserve, and interpret the East 

Broad Top Railroad. 
 

September donors*: 

 

John J. Atherton Casper Bocklage Alexander Bowser Charles Bradley 

James A. Brehm Michael Bruchas Peter Byers  David H. Capp 

Wayne Carr  Steven Chretien  John J. Cipar  Keith Clouse 

Jay Cohen  Jeff Confer  Frank Couch  Bruce Courter 

David Currier  Gerard R. Deily  Steven Dickey  Marlin D. Diehl 

2024 Campaign Goal: 

$220,000 

September Donations: 

$34,385.00 

Campaign Total: 

$358,131.00 – 162.8% 

Ties are spiked to 

gauge on the 

south face of 

Jordan Summit 

on September 15, 

2024.  – Larry 

Fuchs photo 
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Frank R. Dziama Ronald Elliott  Donald Fenstermacher Douglas E. Fink 

George A. Forero Edmund M. Fox G. Carson Freeman Bart Gaskey 

Robert Gilbert  John Griffith  Bruce Hartman  Herbert C. Hays III 

Michael Hegedus Tom Hesketh  William Hessler  James Hickey 

Charles W. High Jason Hirsh  Robert Holmes  Richard P. Holstrom 

Cliff Howell  James & Julie Hughes Vincent Jakubowski Dave Johnson 

Wayne Johnson  Victor V. Kidd  Kevin Kneer  Eric Knepp 

John E. Kokas  John Koslosky  Keith A. Kreider Richard F. Kuntz 

William Laird  Donald Lee  Mark Leppert  Joel Lesher 

Lori Lighton  Richard C. Lind  Byron L. Locke  John Lyans 

Gary Nastase  Roy Nelson  David A. Phillips Hans Plugge 

Rick Powell  Randy Ross  Jennifer Rygel  Douglas Schleef 

Clifford Schoff  Kenneth Schwarz James W. Seville Christopher Simone 

Ann Sparrough  John & Mary Ann Spychalski   Tom Stackhouse 

Frank Sullivan  Clay Sutton  Marlin Taylor  Gene & Deborah Tucker 

William R. Urban Vern Van Voorst Donald Way  Lee Wheeler 

Larry H. Williams Brian Wolfe  Terrill L. Woolsey John S. Yoder 

Samuel Zelter 

 

In memory of Ross Brown: 

Tennille Bunger  Philip Dennis Cypher Jill & Brent Pfeiffenberger 

Kim Robinson  Harriett Washington Linda Werner  Miaoling Wollenschlaeger 

 

In memory of Van Cresswell:  

Daniel & Donna Lane Steve & Cindy Lane Paula Nelson Rebecca Martinazzi 

Paula Nelson  John & Patricia Russell  

 

In memory of Richard Grandzol: 

Maureen Grandzol 

 

In memory of Chuck Kimbel: 

Nancy Kimbel 

 

* - All donors listed represent donations received between August 22, 2024 and September 21, 2024.  Donations received 

after September 21 will be reported in the November 2024 issue due to press time constraints. 

 

The 2025 Annual Campaign begins on October 1, 2024.  Details of the 2025 

Campaign will be announced at the FEBT reunion on Saturday, October 5. 

You may donate online (credit card and PayPal accepted) at the FEBT 

Company Store, https://store.febt.org/donate.  If you prefer to send a check 

or money order payable to FEBT, address it to: 

 

Karen Bulman 

FEBT Fundraising Treasurer 

P.O. Box 43063 

Cincinnati, OH 45243 

 

FEBT is a designated 501(c)(3) organization and donations are tax-

deductible in the U.S.  

 

Thank you for your generous support! – Karen Bulman and Dave Bulman 

 

Izak Motter starts spikes into ties along the main line south of Jordan 

Summit. – Gene Tucker photo 

https://store.febt.org/donate


9 
FEBT Newsletter Volume 5, Issue 10  October 2024 

 

 

SEPTEMBER CAMPAIGN ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
 

With the September donations, you 

have now raised an additional 

$138,131 for the March to Saltillo 

after achieving the initial $220,000 

goal.  These funds have allowed more 

fantastic accomplishments on the 

March to Saltillo this month (see 

article on page 6 for more details).  

Another third of a mile of track has 

been assembled south of Jordan 

Summit.  Ballasting is also proceeding 

south of Rt. 475 toward Jordan 

Summit.  Using recent donations, the 

FEBT Board on September 5 

authorized another $23,000 to 

purchase 64 more truckloads of 

ballast.  This is expected to give the 

combined FEBT and EBTF track crew 

all the material they need to get to the 

Rt. 994 crossing. Your continued 

support of the FEBT Campaign will 

allow us to buy additional materials to 

keep the March moving south.  

 

The Saltillo station reconstruction project moved 

forward with a meeting on September 16 in 

Rockhill Furnace with FEBT and EBTF leadership, 

architect John Bowie, and a potential building 

contractor.  Details of the design and construction 

were reviewed and minor changes were discussed 

to reduce costs.  Follow-on actions were defined to 

help us finalize the contractor selection and contract 

placement. 

 

The EBT Archives team continued scanning and 

cataloging a variety of EBTF and FEBT collections 

for release to the public.  A total of 135 digital 

images, donated by Richard F. Wickett to the 

FEBT, went online featuring photographs taken by 

John Krause, John T. Derr, and others.  Additional 

EBT Board of Directors’ Minutes and other 

collections will be launched for public access in 

October for the FEBT Reunion.  The Archives 

activities are made possible by funding from the 

FEBT Campaign. 

  

FEBT and EBT Foundation track crews work together to install rail between 

Jordan Summit and the McCoy Road grade crossing. – Al Gallo photo 

Engine 16 exits the north portal of Sideling Hill 

tunnel. – EBT A&SC photo, Richard F. Wickett 

collection 
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SEPTEMBER 2024 ROCKHILL RESTORATION SESSION NOTES 
 

The September work weekend and work week were held in Rockhill Furnace from Saturday, September 14 through 

Friday, September 20.  We had a total of 48 FEBT volunteers participating over the course of the week, including nine 

first timers.  Volunteers came from as far away as Florida and England.  Multiple projects were advanced, and several 

milestones were reached.  A variety of volunteer activities were mixed in with the restoration work, resulting in a fun and 

rewarding week.   

 

The weekend coincided with the 

Central Pennsylvania Ragtime & 

American Music Festival at the 

EBT, and we enjoyed the music and 

events as a result.  Lunches were 

provided each day for a donation 

each day at the Rockhill Trolley 

Museum.   

 

Wednesday evening featured our 

usual volunteer cookout dinner 

provided by FEBT, followed by a 

great presentation by Dan Cupper 

entitled "Trains Magazine covers the 

EBT, 1941-2024."   

 

On Thursday afternoon, the 

Foundation treated the volunteers to 

an ice cream train.  We rode to 

Colegate Grove, then stopped at the 

ice cream stand on the way back to Rockhill.  After turning 

on the Rockhill wye, we backed south all the way to the Rt. 

475 crossing before heading back to the station.  Thanks to 

Brad, Dave, and the Foundation for a great outing.   

 

We worked on Combine 14, Boxcar 174, the Storehouse, 

windows, open passenger Boxcar 175, and track work on 

the March to Saltillo during the sessions.   

Much progress was made on Combine 14.  The 

two large baggage doors were stripped, repaired, 

and primed, with one interior side finish painted.  

Glass was installed in several window sashes, the 

third set of platform steps was installed and 

painted, and the north end platform boards were 

installed and painted.  In the baggage area, the 

final clerestory window trim was installed and 

painted, the cabinet that attaches to the divider 

wall was painted and installed, and finish red 

paint was applied to remaining trim and wall 

areas.  The small toilet room was stripped and 

prepped for paint.  Meanwhile, in the Carpentry 

Shop, the rattan seat cushions received their final 

coats of polyurethane.  Finally, parts for the 

bench seat for the baggage section were located 

and inspected, and all new wood frames were 

fabricated.  

Above:  Trains Magazine writer and FEBT member Dan 

Cupper provides background of his employer’s coverage 

of the EBT during the Fall Work Week. – Al Gallo photo 

Bottom left:  Ian Jenner, Joe Izzo, and Dave Ebright 

work to strip and repair one of Combine 14’s large 

baggage doors.  – Dave Bulman photo 
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Boxcar 174 reached a 

milestone with the rebuilt 

second sliding door re-

installed.  Good progress was 

made preparing floorboards for 

installation and creating wood 

attachments for the interior 

sheathing.    

 

FEBT volunteers also 

completed installing new 

roof soffit boards on open 

passenger box car 175, 

followed by priming and 

painting of the new roof 

facia and soffit boards. 

 

The track crew continued 

to knock it out of the park 

building track south of 

Jordan Summit.   See 

Gene’s track article on 

page 7 for more details.  

 

The window crew reached 

another milestone when 

they installed the last 

restored window sash in 

roundhouse Stall 1.  All 

the roundhouse stalls now 

have had their windows 

restored.  

 

Storehouse activities focused on completing the interior trim in the superintendent’s office hallway followed by painting 

with the historical cream and black paint colors.  The restored original superintendent’s office sign support was also 

reinstalled over the exterior doorway.  On Friday, Storehouse No. 2 was documented and inspected in preparation for 

beginning its restoration. 

 

 

Left:  The baggage section of Combine 14 at the end of the week with newly 

completed trim and paint.  – Dave Bulman photo 

Right:  John Thompson assembles new bench seat frames for the baggage section of 

Combine 14. – Dave Bulman photo 

Below:  Ian Jenner, Mark Reese, Joe Izzo, Dave Ebright, Steve Jacobs, Alex Cook, 

and Russ Semen pause after wrestling the second door into place on Boxcar 174.  

Dave Bulman photo. 
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If you’d like to help with these and other 

projects to preserve and restore the EBT, 

please come out and join us! 

 

AN INTERNATIONAL TRIP ON THE EAST BROAD TOP 
 

The East Broad Top RR is no stranger to private group charter trips, dating back to the 1930's with the National Railway 

Historical Society (NRHS) chartering a train to visit the entire 30-plus miles of usable track.  In September of 2024, the 

annual National Narrow Gauge Convention was held in Greentree PA, a suburb of Pittsburgh.  This week-long convention 

started on Monday, September 9, with a “pre-trip meeting” involving Jonathan Smith of the East Broad Top Foundation.  

Mr. Smith briefed those attending the bus trip the following day on what to expect.  To sum it up in a sentence, “Anything 

that can roll will be out.”  With that said, a lucky few won a lottery for a cab ride on Mikado No. 16.   

 

The National Narrow Gauge Convention is truly a national event, with registered attendees from states as close as West 

Virginia, and as far away as Colorado and California.  It also had a heavy international presence, with several countries 

represented, including France, Japan, and Canada.  You would think there would be a culture shock, but once greetings 

were said, it was as though we were friends who hadn't seen each other in years, instead of meeting for the first time.  The 

love of narrow gauge truly can bridge the largest gaps. 

 

Tuesday morning the buses were loaded up with excited convention attendees- three buses with 54 attendees on each.  In 

addition to these, there were 40-plus attendees who drove themselves to Rockhill Furnace, and met the buses in the 

parking lot.  In spite of leaving at 7AM, we still were involved in the infamous “Pittsburgh Traffic jam” on the Parkway 

East.  Even this delay wasn't enough to extinguish excitement to visit this time capsule of a railroad.   

 

Left:  Bobby Goldby and Bill Adams install the final restored window sash 

in roundhouse Stall 1. – Dave Bulman photo. 

Right:  The finished store house lean-to hallway leading to the 

superintendent’s office.  – Dave Bulman photo. 
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We arrived at the railroad, with the M-7 

sitting on our passenger excursion consist, 

and Mikado No. 12 “Millie” posed by the 

station in front of a freight consist.  

Originally it was supposed to be a photo 

freight pulled by 16, but with 16 receiving 

maintenance for a bearing issue, the M-7 

was pulled into train service.  The visitors 

were then split into groups, with each 

having their leaders to guide them through 

the railroad.  My group was led by 

Jonathan Smith and two FEBT members.  

We started with the roundhouse, which 

we were given rare access from 16's stall 

to stall 8, the “restoration shop”.  We then 

went into another usually off-limits 

section – the bus garage attached to the 

roundhouse.  It was truly amazing to see 

the patterns for dozens of railroad items, 

including the iconic crossing plate signs 

that protect the road crossings of the EBT.  

  

After that, we were led to the shops of the railroad – the heart of the yard.  At this point, Brad Esposito greeted us all and 

began with an explanation of the purpose of the shops and each machine.  We started at the shop steam engine.  With Brad 

inviting a convention member to blow the shop whistle, the shops then came to life for us.  Even though I have seen it 

running before, any time I see the whole belt driven system running at once is a breathtaking experience.  It was also very 

quiet, with a barely audible “Whap whap” sound of the belts; a very well-maintained system indeed.  After we walked 

through both the machine and the boiler shops, it was time for a catered lunch behind the Rockhill Furnace station, with 

time given to photograph No. 16 in the yard under steam.  Even though she was limited to running in the yard, it is still a 

sight to watch one of the EBT steamers move under its own power and to hear a whistle sounded.   

 

Finally, it was time for our train ride.  It was 

a normal ride out, until we got to the grove. 

The train stopped on the north leg of the 

Grove wye, and we were then given the 

option of still doing the promised run-by.  

We did it, reboarded the train, and headed 

south again.  But this is where things started 

going differently than normal.  We went 

around the Rockhill wye, and starting 

backing down.  We kept backing down until 

we were past the coaling dock! We were 

riding on rail that hasn't seen a full train of 

regular riders since 1956!  They had 

promised us “surprises” that Monday night, 

and here was one.  We stopped just short of 

the recently redone PA 475 crossing, and 

then headed north again.  After this, we had 

“free time” to walk around the grounds.  I 

took this time to do one more ride, as the 

FEBT graciously agreed to provide speeder 

car rides to the south of the station.  The cars used were the M-3, the Flying Devil, and 

a treat indeed – the Silver Sightseer!  I took my seat in the Sightseer, and away we 

went.  If you get the chance to ride the speeders, DO IT!  They provide you with a ride 

No. 12 was displayed on Track 1 for the National Narrow Gauge 

Convention visit to Rockhill. – Jimmy Braum photo 

The speeder rides traveled 

south to the PA 475 crossing. 

– Jimmy Braum photo 
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that you can't experience in the coaches.  While you do feel the switch frogs when you ride over them, it is worth it to see 

both sky above you and the roadbed below you. 

  

Once we left the yard, we proceeded south, over the recently rebuilt rail.  The rail heading south is some of the best 

quality rail I have ever been on.  The track crew deserves a huge thank you when you see them in person.  We once again 

stopped just short of crossing PA 475, and headed back north.   

 

The archivists were there as well, and had a nice display in the freight section of the Rockhill station.  I know it has been 

said a lot but it needs said again.  The work Julie Rockwell, Sammy Belin, Lee Rainey, Scarlett Wirt, the interns, and 

ANYONE who has assisted  in identifying, organizing, digitalizing, etc of the archives deserves a thank you as well.   

 

Sadly, at this point it was almost 3:00PM, and time to return back to Greentree.  Although the day was over, the railroad 

had an impact on those who attended that day.  The “talk of the convention” was all about the work done at the East Broad 

Top, and how wonderful the trip was to be a part of.   

 

So thank you to the chairs of the National Narrow Gauge Convention, the East Broad Top Foundation, the employees of 

the East Broad Top, and the Friends Of The East Broad Top, to allow this to happen.  Over 200 people were on site that 

day, and 200 people left happy and with a positive opinion of the railroad, and a positive outlook for the future of the 

railroad. – Jimmy Braum 

 

EBT ARCHIVES DAY AT THE FEBT REUNION 
 

Celebrate EBT Archives Day during the FEBT Reunion Weekend on Saturday, October 5, 2024, 9:00 am—4:30 pm with 

EBT Archivist Julie Fether Rockwell and Archives Technician Sammy Bellin.  A selection of unique archival materials, 

including never-before-publicly-viewed EBT bound volumes, will be displayed in the Orbisonia Station baggage room. 

 

Browsing the Archives Digital Catalog online will also be available on an accessible computer.  Rockwell and Bellin will 

provide tips for improved catalog searches, illustrate a variety of features to enhance the user experience, and gather your 

recommendations and suggestions for improving the public access site, which will undergo revisions in 2025. 

 

One-hour Archivist’s Tours, held at 11:00 am and 1:00 pm, allow ticket holders a rare glimpse inside the Chief Engineer’s 

Office, where the Archives operations are conducted, and the famous vaults, estimated to contain over 5,000 linear feet of 

maps, drawings, records, and more dating back to the earliest days of the EBT.  Tickets may be purchased directly from 

the EBT website here: 

https://eastbroadtop.com/events/fall-

reunion/.   

 

The EBT Archives and Special 

Collections is a joint undertaking of the 

EBT Foundation and the Friends of the 

East Broad Top. The work is supported 

by the FEBT Campaign.  Thank you for 

all your support! – Julie Fether 

Rockwell 
 

An archives tour group takes in what 

technician Sammy Bellin is 

explaining to them in July 2024. – 

Julie Fether Rockwell photo 

https://eastbroadtop.com/events/fall-reunion/
https://eastbroadtop.com/events/fall-reunion/
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Date     Host  Event                    

October 4, 5, 6    FEBT  FEBT Fall Reunion 

October 5    RTM  Fall Spectacular 

October 12, 13, 19, 20, 26, 27  EBT  PEANUTS Great Pumpkin Patch Express 

October 26, 27    FEBT  Rockhill Work Session 

October 26    FEBT  Young Easties Volunteer Event 

November 29, 30   EBT  Christmas in Coal Country 

December 1, 6-8, 13-15, 20-22  EBT  Christmas in Coal Country 

 
 

Hosts: FEBT  Friends of the East Broad Top   www.febt.org 

 EBT  East Broad Top Railroad    www.eastbroadtop.com  

 RTM  Rockhill Trolley Museum    www.rockhilltrolley.org   

 BTACMHS Broad Top Area Coal Miners Historical Society broadtopminersmuseum.com 

 

 

UPCOMING ROCKHILL FURNACE VOLUNTEER SESSIONS 
 

The next Rockhill volunteer session will take place Saturday and Sunday, October 26 and 27.  Please consider coming out 

for one or more of the sessions to help us continue to preserve and restore the East Broad Top.  If you are interested in 

participating in the Rockhill Furnace volunteer sessions including track work, and are not on the current signup 

distribution, please contact Charlie Wootton, the Rockhill Furnace volunteer coordinator, at rhrestoration@febt.org . 

 

If you have questions about volunteering, or have suggestions for our volunteer recruiting efforts, please email me at 

volunteer@febt.org. – Dave Bulman 

 

 

FEBT MUSEUM SCHEDULE 
 

Standard tourist season hours began on Saturday, May 4.  

Operating hours are Saturdays, 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM. 

 

Library Days:  October 4, October 19 

 

Reunion Schedule: Open Friday, October 4  

CLOSED Saturday, October 5 

Open Sunday, October 6 

 

Broad Top Area Miners Museum opens at 10:00 AM on Friday October 4 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP BOX SCORE 
The Friends of the East Broad Top 

membership is up to 

2181 

 

 

active members 

http://www.febt.org/
http://www.eastbroadtop.com/
http://www.rockhilltrolley.org/
https://broadtopminersmuseum.com/
mailto:rhrestoration@febt.org
mailto:volunteer@febt.org
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SEPTEMBER VOLUNTEERS 
 

The following members volunteered in September in Rockhill Furnace, Robertsdale, and/or with the track crew.  Thanks 

to all FEBT volunteers for their dedicated efforts to preserve, restore, and interpret the EBT. 

 

 Bill Adams  Ambrose Agosti Gabriel Agosti   Stacey Batovsky 

Robert Berkovitz Lawrence Biemiller Jackson Blaner  Dave Bulman 

Roy Burnham  Isaiah Catanese  Jane Clarke  Pete Clarke 

Chris Connacher Alex Cook  Phil Coyle  Walt Culver 

Ralph Davison  Ayden Dunaway Dave Ebright  Landon Eichelberger 

Ron Elliot Sr.  Jabin Foor  Jack Fornadley  Jesse Frazier 

Larry Fuchs  Al Gallo  Charles Geletzke Jr. Lance Gilliland 

Bobby Goldby  Gavin Grim  Tyler Grissinger David Hart 

Tom Hesketh  Bob Hoffman  Cliff Howell  Evan Ivosevic 

Ted Ivosevic  Joe Izzo  Steve Jackson  Steve Jacobs 

Ian Jenner  Dave Johnson  Todd Johnson  Carole Keely 

Walt Keely  Vagel Keller  Jim Kellerman  Mitchell Kellerman 

Eric Knepp  Ed Kompare  Daniel Lane  Don Lee 

Doug Linebaugh John Lyans  Kevin Lynch  Mathew Malkiewicz 

Spencer Matznick Margie McFalls  Ray McFalls  Isak Motter 

Joel Myers  Kevin Nolish  Tom Perman  John Quinn 

Mark Reese  Bill Reynolds  Liam Richards  Rick Rourke 

Justin Santichen  Mason Scherer 

 Elizabeth Schindele Jack Schindele 

Tim Schindele  Russell Semen 

 Blair Stewart  Roger Stier 

John Thompson  Gene Tucker 

 Lamar Tyson  Andy Van Scyoc 

Mike Wahler  John Widmeyer 

 Norm Wilcox  Scarlett Wirt 

Tristan Wise  Jim Witmer 

 Brian Wolfe  Eric Yoder 

Sam Yoder 

 

WANTS AND NEEDS 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR ROBERTSDALE 

MUSEUM PROJECT 

 

The FEBT Museum in Robertsdale is looking for 

volunteers familiar with CAD and/or 3D rendering 

software to assist with an interpretive project.  

Interested persons should reach out to Matthew 

Wall via email at mowall1876@gmail.com.  

 

 

  

Work Week participants take in a ride south 

towards Jordan Summit as a thank you from 

the EBT Foundation. – Dave Bulman 

mailto:mowall1876@gmail.com
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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR FUNDRAISING TREASURER 
 

A year ago we raised over a quarter of a million dollars for the 2023 campaign and I wondered what we would do in our 

2024 campaign.  Well, we have all seen the number; as of September 21, we have raised $358,131, which is well on our 

way to possibly reaching $360,000 once all of the donations have been processed. 

 

The financial support to the FEBT has been incredible, enabling all the amazing work being done!  It truly is appreciated 

by everyone to preserve the EBT.  Great things are happening and with your ongoing support, will continue to happen!  

 

When I first visited the EBT in 1995, I went on a shop tour.  I never thought things would be as they are today!  The 

transformation from then to now is remarkable and I am looking forward to seeing all of the recent progress when I attend 

the fall reunion where we’ll announce the 2025 campaign objectives.  

 

I also want to take an opportunity to repeat some information related to alternative ways to make your charitable donation.  

This is not tax advice!  Individual tax situations vary, please consult your own tax adviser.  This is intended to provide 

general information about other ways to donate. 

 

IRA Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) 
Donors aged 70 ½ and older can make tax-free donations from their IRAs which can be used to satisfy the required 

minimum distribution from an IRA.  The QCD rules allow you to give the amount you donate from your IRA directly to a 

qualified charity without ever receiving it as income.  

Information can be found by visiting www.irs.gov or consulting your financial/tax adviser. 

 

Donor-advised Fund (DAF) 
A donor-advised fund account can help donors make tax-efficient charitable donations. All DAFs are managed by 

“sponsors”, tax exempt public charities that can administer individual DAF accounts such as Fidelity, Schwab, or 

Vanguard to name examples.  

 

Stock 
You can donate by directly transferring shares of stock.  

 

Company Matching Gifts 
Many businesses match employee donations to charitable causes through corporate matching gift programs.   If your 

company provides matching gifts, please email me (fundraising@febt.org ) so that I can work with you and your 

organization. 

 

Bequests & Beneficiary Designations 
You can consider making a gift in your will or trust, or designate the Friends of the East Broad Top, Inc. as a beneficiary 

of any asset account. Naming charities or other organizations/individuals as beneficiaries and allocating among them in 

whatever percentages you’d like can accomplish your legacy charitable giving objectives. Making beneficiary 

designations to an asset account is generally simpler to do and does not require updating your will or possibly trust 

documents.  

 

However you choose to donate to the FEBT, thank you! – Karen Bulman 

 

ABOUT THIS ORGANIZATION 
 

Friends of the East Broad Top, Inc. (FEBT) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, historical, and educational society dedicated to the 

preservation, restoration, and interpretation of the East Broad Top Railroad National Historic Landmark in Huntingdon 

County, Pennsylvania.  It was organized in 1983 and now boasts over 2,100 members.  FEBT publishes an award-winning 

magazine, Timber Transfer, and a monthly e-newsletter, and operates a museum in Robertsdale PA, the EBT's southern 

terminus.  See febt.org/ for more information.  

 

http://www.irs.gov/
mailto:fundraising@febt.org
https://febt.org/
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ABOUT THIS NEWSLETTER 
 

The Friends of the East Broad Top Newsletter is a monthly digital-only periodical.  Started in 2020, it is intended to keep 

members and donors apprised of what the organization has done and will be doing.  The FEBT Newsletter is distributed 

by email to the current list of members and donors, and is a privilege of contributing to the FEBT’s cause of preserving, 

restoring, and interpreting the East Broad Top Railroad for current and future generations.  The editor can be contacted at 

Newsletter@febt.org.  Previous issues of the FEBT Newsletter may be found at febt.org/newsletter.  Press time for 

information submitted is 8:00 PM Eastern time on the 25th of each month.  Events occurring after the 25th, such as 

donations and memberships, will be considered part of the following month’s information. 

Track crew members are ready to ride their work train south to continue their efforts 

towards the March to Saltillo during the Fall Work Week. – Dave Bulman photo 

mailto:Newsletter@febt.org
https://febt.org/newsletter

