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Charles Geletzke Jr. primes window trim on Combine 14.  Al Gallo photo. 
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YOUNG EASTIES PREPARE FOR SECOND OPPORTUNITY 
 

Registration is now open for the next FEBT Young Easties Volunteer Event on Saturday September 21. 

 

This second Young Easties activity will be held in Rockhill Furnace from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm.  This is for rail enthusiasts 

ages 13 to 17 (18 if still in high school) and will again be limited to 12 youth participants and one optional adult family 

member each. 

 

This event will include hands-on 

restoration activities, railroading 

educational presentations, a group 

lunch, and a focused tour in the 

Rockhill shops.  Hands-on 

activities will include track 

restoration for new participants 

and EBT hopper car paint 

restoration for returning Young 

Easties. 

 

New participants can register for 

the event by downloading and 

printing the Young Easties 

Registration & Medical Release 

Form from the FEBT website at  

https://febt.org/youthform.  

Complete the form including 

signatures and email a saved pdf, 

scan, or photo of the completed 

form to youthvol@febt.org (be 

sure to provide all information 

required on the form).  Please 

bring a copy of your completed 

registration form to the event.   

 

Returning participants with Registration Forms on file can register for the event by emailing your request to 

youthvol@febt.org.  

 

Mark your calendars - The third Young Easties event is planned for Saturday, October 26th.  This will be a dedicated track 

work session.  Young Easties volunteers will spend the day restoring track on the mainline south of Rockhill as part of the 

March to Saltillo.  Further details to be announced. 

 

Additional information about the FEBT Young Easties program can be found on the FEBT website at 

https://febt.org/youngeasties/. – Dave Bulman & Gene Tucker 

 

  

MEMBERSHIP BOX SCORE 
The Friends of the East Broad Top 

membership is up to 

2187 

 

 

active members 

FEBT youth volunteers restore track in the Rockhill Yard at the first Young 

Easties event.  – Dave Bulman photo  

https://febt.org/youthform
mailto:youthvol@febt.org
mailto:youthvol@febt.org
https://febt.org/youngeasties/
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NEW FEBT COLLECTIONS FEATURED FOR  

ARCHIVES PUBLIC ACCESS 
 

The East Broad Top Archives and Special Collections team has processed a new 

series of collections owned by the Friends of the East Broad Top, with selections 

from each collection now available for public access on the Archives’ online 

Digital Catalog. 

 

Highlighted collections include the James A. Pheasant Collection 

[FEBT.2024.3], featuring train orders and clearance cards.  These materials 

might not seem unusual, but the clearance cards contain terrific and unique 

information.  The five clearance cards are from the last weeks of mainline 

operations.  The cards are filled out on the front in the usual manner by the 

agent.  However, the backs were then used – presumably by Pheasant – as an 

impromptu timebook.  With the stations coded the same way as entries in the 

Car Movement books, the penciled notations record each day’s work to the 

minute.  Included are the times required for trips up the Narco Spur, to 

Robertsdale and Mount Union, and time spent shifting in the various yards, 

providing a detailed snapshot of the engineman's last weeks of service. 

[FEBT.2024.3.9] 

 

The Bruce G. Saylor Photo Collection [FEBT.2024.8] showcases a variety of 

photographs from the Common Carrier and Kovalchick Tourist Excursion eras. 

Most notable is a new cataloged image of EBT employees posed before a 

complex shop [FEBT.2024.8.1].  Could this be the first image as proof of an 

EBT shop cat being held by an employee in the second row, third from the right?  

 

  

Above right:  FEBT.2024.3.9. Penciled notations on the back of a train clearance card.  – James A. Pheasant 

Collection, EBTRR A&SC photo 

Below:  FEBT.2024.8.1. East Broad Top workers in front of shops. – Bruce G. Saylor Collection, EBTRR A&SC photo 

Young Easties members 

work in teams installing 

ties in Track 5. – Matthew 

Malkiewicz photo 
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The J. Lawrence Dixon Collection [FEBT.2024.11] consists of 40 black and white photographs Dixon took during a fan 

trip in 1940.  This prized collection features not only a look at how originally the photographs were stored – secured on 

ruled tablet paper with handwritten descriptions [FEBT.2024.11.1] – but also each individually cataloged photograph, 

such as “Railfan preparing for Engine 14 to exit Wray's Hill Tunnel” [FEBT.2024.11.18]. 

 

 
 

These great collections can be found online in the August 2024 Additions exhibition: 

https://ebtarchives.catalogaccess.com/exhibits/29 or click on the “What’s New?” button from the Digital Catalog home 

page: https://ebtarchives.catalogaccess.com/home.  

 

The EBTRR Archives and Special Collections is a joint undertaking of the EBT Foundation and the Friends of the East 

Broad Top. The work is supported by the FEBT Campaign. Thank you for all your support! – Julie Fether Rockwell 

 

EARLY JULY 2024 ROCKHILL 

RESTORATION WORK SESSION NOTES 
 

The first of two July work weekends was held on Saturday July 6 and Sunday July 7 in Rockhill Furnace.  We had a total 

of 17 volunteers on Saturday and 12 on Sunday.  Our dedicated volunteers continued to make good progress on track, the 

Stone House, Combine 14, windows, and the Storehouse.  A group of the volunteers also enjoyed the Saturday evening 

EBT dinner and jazz train to Colegate Grove. 

 

The track crew continued their great progress on the March 

to Saltillo.  Rail joints were disassembled, and joint bars 

and tie plates collected in the area between the Rt. 994 

crossing and the first crossing at the Southern Huntingdon 

High School (See article on Page 13). 

FEBT.2024.11.18. 

Railfan preparing for 

Engine 14 to exit 

Wray's Hill Tunnel.  

–  J. Lawrence Dixon 

Collection, EBTRR 

A&SC photo 

 

Larry Fuchs, Dave Johnson and other track crew 

disassemble rail south of the Rt. 994 crossing.  – Al 

Gallo photo 

https://ebtarchives.catalogaccess.com/exhibits/29
https://ebtarchives.catalogaccess.com/home
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The carpentry crew continued 

their work on the first-floor 

interior of the Stone House.  

New bead board was installed 

on the ceiling of a large 

portion of the crew room.   

 

 

 

The combine crew continued the great progress on 

14’s restoration.  Their efforts resulted in more 

window sashes with glass, priming and painting of 

one exterior side of the car, progress on the platform-

end door of the baggage compartment, and more 

headway on the rattan coverings on the seat backs. 

 

The windows crew continued restoring multiple 

window sashes in their workspace in the Carpentry 

Shop.    

The Storehouse crew continued the task of returning the 

remaining parts to their correct locations.  Over 30 different 

sizes of set screws were sorted and placed back in the proper 

bins, and the last of the 132 unique types of rivets were also 

placed back in bins.  Additionally, the trim around the lean-to to 

Storehouse door was completed and painted.   

 

Updates from the late July work weekend on 7/27 and 7/28 will be included in the September newsletter.  If you’d like to 

help with these and other projects to preserve and restore the EBT, please come out and join us! If you have questions 

about volunteering, or have suggestions for our volunteer recruiting efforts, please email to volunteer@febt.org. 

– Dave Bulman and Al Gallo 

Left:  Jim Witmer and 

Mark Reese install the new 

bead board ceiling in the 

Stone House. – Al Gallo 

photo. 

Below:  The exterior of 

Combine 14 had a shiny 

and finished look by the 

end of the weekend.  – Al 

Gallo photo. 

Bottom:  Bobby Goldby 

restores a window sash in 

the carpenter shop. – Al 

Gallo photo. 

mailto:volunteer@febt.org
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CASE STUDY PUBLISHED BY 

THE SOCIETY OF AMERICAN ARCHIVISTS 
 

Julie Fether Rockwell, Archivist for the East Broad Top Archives and Special Collections, has contributed a case study to 

Christina Zamon's new book, Alone in the Stacks: Succeeding as a Solo Archivist, published by the Society of American 

Archivists (SAA). 

  

The case study, “First Steps: Conducting an Archival and 

Preservation Needs Assessment,” explores the initial steps Rockwell  

took in early 2021 to secure buy-in and funding for having a formal 

archival and preservation needs assessment conducted by the 

Conservation Center for Art and Historic Artifacts in Philadelphia, 

PA.  Rockwell emphasized, during the programmatic development of 

the new archives and special collections program, how this type of 

assessment would help both the Foundation and the Friends 

understand what would be needed to best protect, preserve, and 

provide access to the unique EBT organizational records and other 

archival materials housed at the Orbisonia Passenger Station and EBT 

shops complex, an estimated collection of over 5,000 linear feet.  The 

assessment also included reviewing facilities and collections owned 

by the Friends at the Robertsdale Museum in Robertsdale.  

 

The resulting “preservation road map” final report, provided 

recommendations in the areas of facilities, collections management, 

environmental conditions, preservation planning, policy development, 

and security and emergency preparedness.  This report, serving as a 

foundation for the Archives’ preservation planning, continues to 

provide practical benchmarks for immediate, short-term, medium-

term, and long-term goals. 

 

Rockwell’s published case study is one of 19 written on a variety of 

topics by professional archivists in the United States and Canada.  

The publication is intended to support “solo archivists” who tackle 

many different challenges in unique conditions to manage archival 

collections and programs successfully on a daily basis. 

 

Alone in the Stacks can be purchased at the Society of American 

Archivists online bookstore: https://mysaa.archivists.org/nc__store?search=alone+in+the+stacks  

– Julie Fether Rockwell 

 

PROGRESS DURING A BUSIER MONTH IN ROBERTSDALE 
 

We’ve been open each Saturday in July.  After a somewhat slow start to the season, attendance in July has been very 

good.  The rail bikes continue to be very popular.   

 

See the “before” and “after” photos of the “ball field” area in this newsletter.  In addition to that area, new property 

manager Steve Jackson has cleaned up more junk piles in the immediate area of the museum.  Not only does this make the 

entire area look better, but it signals the impending pending start of work on the first phase of the improved walking tour 

path.  Soon there will be a paved path that can be used by visitors in wheelchairs, running from the museum building to 

the south end of the enginehouse. 

 

Archivist Julie Fether Rockwell poses with her 

case study – Matthew Malkiewicz photo 

https://mysaa.archivists.org/nc__store?search=alone+in+the+stacks
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On Friday, July 26, Bill Reynolds brought up his 

“mobile scaffolding” and tried to teach Jane and me 

how to paint with an airless paint sprayer.   Just like 

back in school, Jane got an “A” while I just 

squeaked by.  Notice how close our heads are to the 

surface we are painting.  The gift shop sold a couple 

of new hats that day. 

 

On Saturday morning July 27, Roy Burnham 

(Master Mechanic, Rail Bike Division) installed a 

new type freewheel on one of the pedaling positions.  

We are thinking this improved bit may be the answer 

to our prayers and hope soon to get them all 

converted and then have many happy days in which 

no bike repairs are needed. 

 

New Museum Curator Scarlett Wirt has ordered 

more picture rail.  This time it’s to be installed in the 

Inman Hall and will allow us to display more items 

of interest. 

 

The next Archives Day will be on August 10, a great day to visit and see items in person that you are unlikely to see (in 

person) anywhere else.  Plus, you get the chance to meet Archivist Julie Rockwell in person. 

 

Saturday, August 17 is during the weekend of Robertsdale Community Days at J.A. Carney Field (across the street from 

the fire hall).  We’ll have a tent set up at the field with a special photo op with a (paper) mule. There will be special 

activities at the museum, including a mule-themed scavenger hunt – with a special prize.   

 

Oh, and there will be food vendors at that event at the field.  That makes it about the only day there’s food available in 

Robertsdale, so that’s another great day to come to visit Robertsdale! 

 

This just in:  On August 17, the EBT will bring a speeder to run on the rehabilitated track, which will board between the 

museum and the station.  This is a great chance to get some “rare miles” on the EBT. 

 

So, there are lots of reasons to come visit Robertsdale.  And don’t forget to visit the Miners Museum too.  

– Pete Clarke 

The ballfield area of Ruth George Park, before and after of the clearing work performed this summer by Steve 

Jackson. – Jane Clarke photos 

Bill Reynolds paints the Robertsdale Depot soffit. – Jane 

Clarke photo 
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FORMER ARCHIVES INTERN ACCEPTS POSITION 

AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES 
 

Former Archives intern and Juniata College graduate Brian Standfest ‘23 recently accepted a position as an archives 

technician at the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) in College Park, MD. 

 

Brian, who received his Bachelor’s degree in Museum Studies 

and History, worked in the Archives for eight weeks during the 

summer of 2022. He heralded the first extensive inventory of 

EBT and Rockhill Iron and Coal Company architectural and 

engineering maps and drawings, found primarily in the 

Orbisonia Passenger Station’s second-floor vault in the Chief 

Engineer’s Office, the current home for the Archives operations. 

After graduation, Standfest worked as an archival data specialist 

at the Army National Heritage Center in Carlisle, PA.  
 

One of Brian’s Juniata College mentors, Dr. Jim Tuten, Charles 

R. and Shirley A. Knox Professor of History, remarks on 

Brian’s new position: “The National Archives, as the nation’s 

most important collector and safeguard of our documentary 

heritage, is a dream job. It is the pinnacle of an archivist’s 

career. The archives internship at the EBT gave Brian an 

unusually deep and intense experience at a young age. As if his 

career is being pulled by two engines, he realized his ambition 

years ahead of schedule.” 

 

The Foundation, Friends, and Archives core staff—Archivist 

Julie Fether Rockwell, Archives Technician Sammy Bellin, 

Historian/Curator Lee Rainey, and FEBT Collections Custodian 

Scarlett Wirt—are proud of Brian for earning this major 

emerging career achievement.  Congratulations, Brian! – Jule Fether Rockwell 

 

JULY VOLUNTEERS 
 

The following members volunteered in July in Rockhill Furnace, Robertsdale, and/or with the track crew.  Thanks to all 

FEBT volunteers for their dedicated efforts to preserve, restore, and interpret the EBT. 

 

 Bill Adams  Don Barton Jr.   Stacey Batovsky Lawrence Biemiller 

 Dave Bulman  Karen Bulman  Roy Burnham  Jane Clarke 

 Pete Clarke  Craig Confair   Jill Confair  Chris Connacher 

 Alex Cook  Philip Coyle  Dave Ebright  Jack Fornadley 

Larry Fuchs  Al Gallo  Charles Geletzke, Jr. Lance Gilliland 

Bobby Goldby  Tom Hesketh  Charlie High  Steve Jackson 

Dave Johnson  Eric Knepp  Ed Kompare  Daniel Lane 

Jake Lane  Kevin Lekas  Doug Linebaugh Margie McFalls 

Ray McFalls  Tom Perman  Hans Plugge  John Quinn 

Stephen Ramirez Mark Reese  Bill Reynolds  Rick Rourke 

Justin Santichen  Owen Smithmyer Blair Stewart  Gene Tucker 

Lamar Tyson  John Widmeyer  Scarlett Wirt  Jim Witmer 

Brian Wolfe  Charlie Wootton Andy Van Scyoc 

 

Brian Standfest, Archives Intern ‘22, showing off 

his first empty bin that was filled to the brim with 

blueprint reproductions that Brian inventoried. - 

Julie Rockwell photo 
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JULY CAMPAIGN ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
 

July donations brought the Campaign total to a record 

$306,318.  This means we have raised an additional $86,318 

to support the March to Saltillo, after meeting the initial 

$220,000 goal.   This generosity allowed the FEBT Board to 

authorize another $12,600 this month for ballast stone to be 

used south of Rt. 475.  Your donations continue to directly 

to support the combined EBTF and FEBT track crews on 

their March to Saltillo (see article on Page 13). There are 

still miles to go to get to Saltillo however, and your 

continuing support of the 2024 Campaign will allow us to 

buy additional materials to keep the March moving forward.  

 

During July the EBT Archives team placed two exhibitions 

of new materials on the public access digital catalog that 

featured 29 unique and rare drafting linen drawings of 

Rockhill Iron Company blast furnaces, and 66 images from 

various donated collections including additional maps, 

drawings, photographs, ephemera, and the only known 

photograph of the EBT’s snowplow in action, donated by 

FEBT member and volunteer Dan Lane.  

 

Juniata College sophomore Andi Bradsher completed her 

internship with the Archives on Friday, July 19. Bradsher 

spent nine weeks working in the Archives under the 

direction of Julie Fether Rockwell and Sammy Bellin. 

Bradsher completed a variety of different tasks to support 

the ongoing processing of materials from both the EBTF 

and FEBT collections. Bradsher is completing the final 

touches on her digital exhibition project supported by the Juniata College Museum of Art called “Into the Vaults: The East 

Broad Top Railroad Archives and Special Collections,” which will launch to the public in September. Stay tuned! 

 

The Archives activities are 

made possible by funding from 

the FEBT Campaign. – Dave 

Bulman and Karen Bulman 

 

Above:  Recently installed 

track stretching south 

from Rt. 475 to Jordan 

Summit, funded by the 

2024 Campaign.  – Dave 

Bulman photo. 

 

Left:  Newly available on 

the Archives - the only 

known photograph of the 

EBT’s snowplow in 

action. – Dan Lane 

Collection, EBT A&SC 

photo. 
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JULY FUNDRAISING UPDATE 
 

The 2024 Campaign continues to reach new milestones thanks to your 

continuing generosity.  This month the Campaign exceeded $300,000 

for the first time.  July contributions totaled $14,483 in 69 donations. 

This brings the 2024 Campaign total to $306,318.  FEBT appreciates 

your help to support its goals of restoring, preserving, and interpreting 

the East Broad Top Railroad. 
 
 

July donors*: 

 

Victor Alexander  Keith Allen  Richard Anderson  Jan Bender 

Alexander Bowser  Alan B. Butler  David H. Capp  Thomas Carlson 

Richard Conard   Bruce Courter  Jonathan Curry  Larry & Joyce DeYoung 

Frank R. Dziama  George W. Erny Doug Fink  Larry Fuchs 

Eric Gambal   Luke Hamann  Michael Hegedus Frank J. Harker 

James Helmbold  Charles W. High Dennis R. Hornberger Frederick Huganir 

Ian Jenner   Dave Johnson  Wayne Johnson  Victor V. Kidd   

John E. Kokas    Keith A. Kreider  Joe Kress  Allen W. Landis 

Jay Lightcap   Richard C. Lind  Douglas Maddox Joe McMillan 

Wick Moorman   Jack Perry  Eric C. Powell  Albert Rizzo 

James Robinson   Steven Schorr  Robert Sembach Jon M. Shade 

David Shantz   Dale Shirey  Alan B. Sinclair  Lester Sittler 

Alan Thomas   Graham Todd  Vern Van Voorst Paul Vaughn 

Wayne Wilder   Andrew S. White Brian Wolfe  Terrill L. Woolsey 

James Zumbo 

 

* - All donors listed represent donations received between June 22, 2024 and July 21, 2024.  Donations received after July 

21 will be reported in the Septembert 2024 issue due to press time constraints. 

 

The 2024 Annual Campaign runs until September 30, 2024. Remaining 2024 donations will be targeted to support the 

March to Saltillo.  You may donate online (credit card and PayPal accepted) at the FEBT Company Store, 

https://store.febt.org/donate.  If you prefer to send a check or money order payable to FEBT, address it to: 

 

Karen Bulman 

FEBT Fundraising Treasurer 

P.O. Box 43063 

Cincinnati, OH 45243 

 

FEBT is a designated 501(c)(3) organization 

and donations are tax-deductible in the U.S.  

 

Thank you for your generous support! – 

Karen Bulman and Dave Bulman 

 
 

March to Saltillo progress continues up the 

north face of Jordan Summit, thanks to 

your generous contributions. – Gene 

Tucker photo 

2024 Campaign Goal: 

$220,000 

June Donations: 

$14,483.00 

Campaign Total: 

$306,318.00 – 139.2% 

https://store.febt.org/donate
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WRITING THE “MARCH TO SALTILLO” TRACK BOOK 
 

An experienced writer of novels, no doubt, senses a degree 

of satisfaction when they finish a chapter in their work.  

And, as they look back over their shoulder to review what 

they’ve created, they’re probably actively engaged in 

planning how future chapters will unfold. 

 

That’s an excellent way to see where FEBT’s track gang 

stands as I write this in late July:  We’ve finished a major 

chapter in our work, but that doesn’t mean that we’re taking 

a break from the composing of the next chapters.  On the 

contrary, we are actively preparing for those soon-to-be-

composed parts of the novel we’re calling the “March to 

Saltillo.” 

 

Finishing the “March to the North Side of Jordan 

Summit” Chapter 
On Thursday, June 27th, the final spikes were driven in the 

gauging and spiking of the newly constructed track that now 

extends about 3,100 feet from the PA Route 475 crossing.  

Completion of this work brings the fully-assembled track to 

a point about 300 feet north of the overhead bridge at Jordan 

Summit. 

 

Working with the railroad’s full-time staff, FEBT personnel 

created that much track in about a month-and-a-half. On 

some days, over 200 feet of track was assembled.  More 

than once, we had large enough crews to permit two spiking 

crews:  One crew would set spikes and drive them on the 

west rail, while another crew followed, setting the rail to the 

correct gauge and running those spikes into the ties. 

Doubling the spiking action was made possible by FEBT’s 

recent purchase of a battery-powered spiking gun, which 

works quite well. 

 

Planning for the “March to the South Side of Jordan Summit (and Beyond) Chapter 
Once we reached the limit of what we are currently 

able to do on the north side of Jordan Summit, we 

turned our attention to the basic, but necessary, 

planning for the next phase of the work. 

 

Since some of the trackage in the vicinity of the 

overhead bridge at Jordan Summit sat in wet 

conditions for so many years, it’s become necessary 

to replace some of the joint bars and tie plates.  The 

track between the Route 994 crossing and the first 

crossing at the Southern Huntingdon High School 

was a ready source for both.  During the FEBT Work 

Between Route 994 and Southern Huntingdon HS, 

joint bars have been removed. The joint bars are to 

be reused further north to be able to reach this 

point. – Dave Johnson photo 

The March to Saltillo has achieved the milestone in 

progress of reaching Jordan Summit, approximately 

300’ north of the bridge next to the cemetery. – Gene 

Tucker photo 
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Weekend on July 6, personnel began dismantling joints in the 

track.  Many of the joints were a tight fit between the rail and the 

joint bars. Follow-on work sessions during the month finished the 

work. 

 

Creativity was key to being able to retrieve the tie plates, most of 

which had sunk under the rail to a depth of three inches or so, 

into the void the rotted ties had left over time.  Once the joint bars 

had been removed, it was easy to roll the rail over using an 

ingenious device known as a “rail fork”, a tool that is capable of 

grabbing a stick of rail in any position.  With the rail rolled over, 

the tie plates were easily found using a pick to probe for them.  It 

turns out they were located about twenty-two inches apart, the 

same distance we are using in our reconstruction of the track. 

 

A practice of the railroad in times past will be replicated as we 

begin rebuilding the track south of Jordan Summit:  In the curve 

north of the high school, the railroad used canted tie plates in the 

outer rail of the curve, plates that are thicker toward the outside 

shoulder of the plate.  (The railroad used flat plates on the inner 

rail in this area.)  The intent in using canted plates is to turn the 

rail inward slightly, so as to improve the contact patch between 

the wheel and the rail.  The canted plates recovered from the area 

north of the high school will be reused on the outside rail of the 

right-hand curve, which is a little south of the summit, once track 

construction resumes. 

 

Assisting in Our Creative Endeavors 
Twenty personnel assisted in our efforts during this 

reporting period. As the guy who coordinates the crews 

(and who manages to regale them with jokes and stories 

from time to time), I continue to be impressed by the 

dedication, the skill and the eagerness that mark those 

who assist in the work. 

 

It’s important, also, to recognize those who are new to our 

work. So, we extend a warm welcome to Kevin Lekas and 

to Blair Stewart, both of whom joined us for the first time 

in July. 

 

Stay tuned for the next exciting chapters in our “March to 

Saltillo,” coming soon! – Gene Tucker 

  

Track crew members collect tie plates near the 

high school on July 11. – Gene Tucker photo 

Double-barreled spiking action taking place on June 

27, with the track crews rapidly approaching Jordan 

Summit.  – Gene Tucker photo 
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FORMER ROBERTSDALE E.S. BUILDING HAS NEW OWNER 
 

It is said that the third time is a charm, a statement that aptly applies to the recent sale of the former Robertsdale 

Elementary School. 

 

On Friday, July 12, the former high school-turned grade school became the property of Lakiva Douglas and Sean Linett of 

Boonesboro, Md., co-owners/operators of Petek Inc. of Maryland, a company that specializes in storage and resale of a 

variety of products. 

 

Linett and Douglas acquired the 

property from Cedar Creek 

Investment of Greencastle for 

$350,000.  In addition to the 

school complex, the sale 

includes an adjacent open area 

once used as a playground by 

elementary school students. The 

facility is located next door to 

the Broad Top Area Coal Miners 

Museum. 

 

In an interview, the co-owners said they plan on utilizing the building for a variety of 

purposes including the storage and resale business. The couple, who plan to relocate and reside in the former school, are 

studying several other uses of the property.  The transition from Maryland to Robertsdale will take place in stages with 

hopes of completing needed improvements to the property in a year.   The couple are also hoping to lease the large 

gymnasium and stage area for community use and have indicated the possibility of creating a small convenience store and 

lodging with hopes of benefiting from the expected influx of visitors to the East Broad Top Railroad at Rockhill, 

Saltillo/Three Springs and Robertsdale, the southern terminus of the former coal-hauling steam railroad. 

 

For the time being, Douglas and Linett plan working on the conversion of the Robertsdale property on weekends since 

they are already involved in other commitments in Maryland.  The couple are interested in hearing from residents of the 

area about potential uses of the property and welcome any reasonable suggestions. 

 

The school property was purchased from a Mercersburg couple by Cedar Creek Investment a few months ago, before 

being sold to its new owners.  The 4.2-acre site also includes an outdoor open space area suitable for, among other 

purposes, a rental place for campers, etc. It was noted that Raystown Lake is located nearby as well as several museums 

with ties to Broad Top area’s coal mining heritage and the historic East Broad Top Railroad.  Since its construction in 

1935-36, Robertsdale’s former high school, later a grade school, has served the educational needs of many Broad Top area 

students.  

 

In November 2023, the Wood Township Supervisors sold the 25,000 square-foot structure to a Mercersburg couple who 

announced plans to renovate the school and convert it into an Airbnb Event Center; however, after acquiring the property, 

the owners reportedly decided to sell the school due to the extensive cost of renovating it.  The township acquired the 

school property several years ago from the Tussey Mountain School District which merged the former Robertsdale and 

Defiance elementary centers with the former Saxton-Liberty Elementary building, renaming the Saxton complex the 

Tussey Mountain Elementary School.  

 

Over the past several years, attempts by the Wood Township Supervisors to create elderly housing units in the 

Robertsdale structure proved unsuccessful, setting the stage for its sale. – Ron Morgan 

 

The Robertsdale ES building, 

on Main St. in Robertsdale. – 

Ron Morgan photo 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

Date     Host  Event                    

August 3    RTM  York Railways 163 Day 

August 10    FEBT  Archives Day 

August 17, 18    FEBT  Rockhill Work Session 

August 17, 18    BTACMHS Robertsdale Community Days 

August 23    EBT  Trackside Tastes & Tunes 

September 12, 13, 14, 15  EBT  Central Pennsylvania Ragtime & American Music Festival 

September 14, 15   FEBT  Rockhill Work Session 

September 14    EBT  Trackside Tastes & Tunes 

September 16-20   FEBT  Rockhill Fall Work Week 

September 21    FEBT  Young Easties Volunteer Event 

October 4, 5, 6    FEBT  FEBT Fall Reunion 

October 5    RTM  Fall Spectacular 

October 12, 13, 19, 20, 26, 27  EBT  PEANUTS Great Pumpkin Patch Express 

October 26, 27    FEBT  Rockhill Work Session 

October 26    FEBT  Young Easties Volunteer Event 

November 29, 30   EBT  Christmas in Coal Country 

December 1, 6-8, 13-15, 20-22  EBT  Christmas in Coal Country 

 
 

Hosts: FEBT  Friends of the East Broad Top   www.febt.org 

 EBT  East Broad Top Railroad    www.eastbroadtop.com  

 RTM  Rockhill Trolley Museum    www.rockhilltrolley.org   

 BTACMHS Broad Top Area Coal Miners Historical Society broadtopminersmuseum.com 

 

UPCOMING ROCKHILL FURNACE VOLUNTEER SESSIONS 
 

The next Rockhill volunteer session will take place Saturday and Sunday, August 17 and 18.  Please consider coming out 

for one or more of the sessions to help us continue to preserve and restore the East Broad Top.  If you are interested in 

participating in the Rockhill Furnace volunteer sessions including track work, and are not on the current signup 

distribution, please contact Charlie Wootton, the Rockhill Furnace volunteer coordinator, at rhrestoration@febt.org . 

 

If you have questions about volunteering, or have suggestions for our volunteer recruiting efforts, please email me at 

volunteer@febt.org. – Dave Bulman 

 

FEBT MUSEUM SCHEDULE 
 

Standard tourist season hours began on Saturday, May 4.  

Operating hours are Saturdays, 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM. 

 

Library Days: August 17, September 21,  

October 4, October 19 

 

Archives Day: August 10 

 

http://www.febt.org/
http://www.eastbroadtop.com/
http://www.rockhilltrolley.org/
https://broadtopminersmuseum.com/
mailto:rhrestoration@febt.org
mailto:volunteer@febt.org
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A view of the crowd at J.A Carney Field during the 2023 Robertsdale Community Days event. 

– Ron Morgan photo 
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EBT MOUNTAIN HERITAGE COMMITTEE FORMED 
 

With hopes of witnessing the eventual return of the East Broad Top Railroad to Robertsdale/Wood, two municipalities 

situated on the southern end of the narrow-gauge line, have joined forces to form the “EBT Mountain Heritage 

Committee.”  Wood Township Supervisors Anthony Lockard, Tom Love and chairman Kirby Lockard endorsed the 

creation of the committee at their July meeting held last week followed by the approval of the formation by Todd 

Township Supervisors Bill Hall and vice-chairman Gregory Lane during the municipality’s July meeting. 

 

The purpose of the committee is to support the restoration of the EBT to Robertsdale/Wood, encourage community 

support and various community revitalization activities and encourage the development of entrepreneurship opportunities 

in both Wood and Todd townships.  The new advisory committee, like the one created by Three Springs and Saltillo 

boroughs and Clay Township, will offer support and input for the multi-phase EBT restoration project.  

 

Currently, the EBT Foundation Inc., with assistance from the Friends of the East Broad Top, are restoring the railroad 

right-of-way from the Rockhill area south to Saltillo, with hopes of reaching Saltillo sometime in 2025-26. 

 

From Saltillo to Robertsdale/Wood, the mainline remains covered in weeds, overgrown trees and brush while two railroad 

tunnels at Sideling Hill and Wrays Hill (Rocky Ridge area) are in need of complete rebuilding, expected to be a costly 

project. 

 

The railroad right-of-way, including both tunnels and the “Mule Shoe Curve,” lie in Todd Township.  The remainder of 

the right of way from Cooks to Robertsdale/Wood is situated in Wood Township.  There are several railroad bridges 

located along the southern stretch of mainline right-of-way as well. 

 

The new committee, which will begin holding organizational meetings this fall, alternating the sessions between Todd and 

Wood township municipal headquarters, as well as spotlighting the “Mountain Section” of the railroad and the eastern 

side of the semi-bituminous Broad Top Coal Field. 

  

In addition to representatives from the two townships, the Broad Top Area Coal Miners Historical Society and the FEBT, 

other community activists, businesses, and the public will be invited to be a part of the committee’s activities. 

  

Looking to the future, the new committee members envision economic development along the line in southern 

Huntingdon County and the Broad Top area as well as preservation and promotional efforts geared toward the area’s 

industrial, transportation and cultural heritage. 

 

ABOUT THIS ORGANIZATION 
 

Friends of the East Broad Top, Inc. (FEBT) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, historical, and educational society dedicated to the 

preservation, restoration, and interpretation of the East Broad Top Railroad National Historic Landmark in Huntingdon 

County, Pennsylvania.  It was organized in 1983 and now boasts over 2,100 members.  FEBT publishes an award-winning 

magazine, Timber Transfer, and a monthly e-newsletter, and operates a museum in Robertsdale PA, the EBT's southern 

terminus.  See febt.org/ for more information.  

 

ABOUT THIS NEWSLETTER 
 

The Friends of the East Broad Top Newsletter is a monthly digital-only periodical.  Started in 2020, it is intended to keep 

members and donors apprised of what the organization has done and will be doing.  The FEBT Newsletter is distributed 

by email to the current list of members and donors, and is a privilege of contributing to the FEBT’s cause of preserving, 

restoring, and interpreting the East Broad Top Railroad for current and future generations.  The editor can be contacted at 

Newsletter@febt.org.  Previous issues of the FEBT Newsletter may be found at febt.org/newsletter.  Press time for 

information submitted is 8:00 PM Eastern time on the 25th of each month.  Events occurring after the 25th, such as 

donations and memberships, will be considered part of the following month’s information. 

https://febt.org/
mailto:Newsletter@febt.org
https://febt.org/newsletter

