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The Young Easties pose at their debut volunteering event in the Rockhill Yard on June 15th, 2024 after installing new 

ties in Track 5 of the yard. – Matthew Malkiewicz photo 
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A SUCCESSFUL BEGINNING TO  

THE “YOUNG EASTIES” PROGRAM 
 

Nine teenagers, ages 13 through 17, 

took part in FEBT’s first-ever “Young 

Easties” program on Saturday, June 

15th.  Our participants came from far 

and near, including two who came 

from New York State, one from New 

Jersey, one from Maryland, and others 

from various parts of Pennsylvania.  

Four fathers and two grandfathers also 

came and enjoyed watching the 

younger members of their families 

learn about railroads in general, and 

about the East Broad Top in 

particular. 

 

Our day together began with an 

excellent slide show presented by 

Andrew Greene, the railroad’s Gift 

Shop Manager and Director of Visitor 

Services.  Andrew gave an overview 

of the railroad’s history, illustrated by 

many photos, presented in the 

baggage room of the Orbisonia 

station. 

 

We then walked across Meadow Street to the Rockhill yard, where the teens were divided into two groups.  The task for 

each team was to install three ties in Track 5.  Instruction was provided.  Each team was observed by the assisting adult 

leaders for the event as they worked.  Gene Tucker moved between the two groups, offering direction and advice.  Some 

in the group tried their hand at spiking.  For almost everyone who picked up a spike maul, it was a new experience. 

 

Following the track work, we 

had a pizza lunch back in the 

baggage room.  This was 

followed by an excellent tour 

of the shops and the 

roundhouse led by Al Gallo. 

 

No time at the railroad would 

be complete without a train 

ride. We were able to obtain 

space on the day’s last train at 

3:00 p.m. 

 

A studious group of Young Easties takes in a history lesson on the East Broad 

Top Railroad from instructor Andrew Greene. – Dave Bulman photo  

Young Easties members 

work in teams installing 

ties in Track 5. – Matthew 

Malkiewicz photo 
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We finished our time together with a debriefing in the baggage room. 

 

Each young member of this group is to be commended, for they all came with proper clothing and footwear for our hands- 

on task.  Furthermore, no smart phones were in evidence during the event, except during lunch. (Can that happen in 

today’s world?)  Early reports from the participants are that they enjoyed the day immensely.  

 

Deep appreciation is due, also, to the assisting adults who came to assist and to oversee the program.  Each one presented 

their certification in compliance with Pennsylvania’s Keep Kids Safe law for adults working with children and youth 

under age 18 far in advance of the event.  We are indebted to Dave Bulman, Bobby Goldby, Hans Plugge, Jack Fornadley, 

and Eric Knepp for their interest, their presence, and their work.  We are thankful for Andrew Greene’s presentation and 

for making arrangements for our tour and the train ride.  Al Gallo’s tour was a delight.  Thanks, Al, for that.  

 

Another offering of “Young Easties” is already in the works, scheduled for Saturday, September 21st.  Details to follow.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

As the Young Easties program grows, we will need additional adult FEBT volunteers who are available to be part of the 

program as youth supervisors.  These volunteers will need to obtain Pennsylvania’s youth clearances.  PA residents need 

to obtain both a Pennsylvania Child Abuse History and a Pennsylvania State Police Criminal History clearance.  These are 

free, and can easily be completed on-line at Child Abuse Clearances | Department of Human Services | 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  (In addition, PA residents who’ve lived in the state for less than ten years will need 

to obtain an FBI background check.)  Out-of-state residents will need to obtain child abuse clearances from their state as is 

also defined at the above link.  

 

Please contact the Young Easties program leader at youthvol@febt.org if you would like to be an adult youth supervisor, 

or if you have questions about obtaining the required clearances.  We won’t need all cleared supervisors at any given 

Young Easties event, but we want to have a sufficient pool to ensure that we always have enough.  – Dave Bulman & 

Gene Tucker 

Al Gallo gives the Young Easties a tour of the Rockhill Shops Complex, including the 

roundhouse, during the inaugural event. – Dave Bulman photo 

https://www.pa.gov/en/agencies/dhs/resources/keep-kids-safe/child-abuse-clearances.html
https://www.pa.gov/en/agencies/dhs/resources/keep-kids-safe/child-abuse-clearances.html
about:blank
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TIMBER TRANSFER MAILING ISSUE 
 

It has come to our attention that our printing and mailing service had multiple 

problems printing the labels for the Summer issue of Timber Transfer.  Many 

magazines have already been returned to the membership office (Pete Clarke).  He 

has re-sent them with the correct addresses.  

 

The issue was sent at the end of May for early June receipt.  So, you would 

normally have gotten your copy by now.  If you haven’t, please let Pete know, 

febt@aol.com.  

 

The mailing service will make good on the expense of resending all of these 

magazines. I am personally sorry for the delay.  I want everyone to enjoy timely 

receipt of Timber Transfer! – Jane Clarke 

 

 

BURIED TREASURE IN THE ARCHIVES: 

IRON FURNACE DRAWINGS DISCOVERY 
 

Going up into the deepest reaches of the Orbisonia Passenger Station Vaults, one is never quite sure – or prepared – for 

what they might find.  You can imagine our joy in the East Broad Top Railroad Archives and Special Collections, then, at 

rediscovering a set of blueprints and linens long thought lost.  

 

With the Rockhill Iron Furnace going out of blast for good over 110 years ago, it was widely thought that many of the 

corresponding records similarly disappeared, either destroyed or lost in the wilderness, much like the little that remains of 

the old furnace.  How wrong we were!  Thanks to the efforts of FEBT volunteers Ron Pearson and Ric Case, Rockhill 

Iron Furnace drawings dating back to the 1870s were pulled out of their lonely hiding place and made available for study 

for the first time in decades.  

 

These records include linens, 

blueprints, and detail drawings, 

ranging from 1873 to 1889, that 

document the Rockhill Iron & Coal 

Co.’s iron-smelting blast furnaces 

and related structures.  Included are 

as-built and as-rebuilt drawings of 

the furnace stacks, plus accessories 

such as the elevators, the bell (not 

musical, but instead a mechanism 

for filling the furnace), the hot 

ovens, and more.  

 

The East Broad Top, as we all know, 

was built in large part to haul 

Front side of EBTF.2022.6.430. 

Plan, Section, and Details of 

Beehive Coke Ovens with 

attached note about land rights. 

Out of Copyright; No Copyright - 

Other Known Legal Restrictions 

– EBTRR A&SC photo 

  – Al Gallo photo 

 

mailto:febt@aol.com
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suitable coal to Rockhill for coking to 

fuel the RI&C iron furnaces.  Multiple 

drawings in the treasure trove portray two 

generations of coke-making technology 

used at Rockhill:  the original Belgian 

ovens and the beehive coke ovens that 

replaced them.  

 

As with many of the engineering and 

architectural records already cataloged by 

the Archives, the Iron Furnace drawings 

lacked a uniform size and shape.  They 

were also fragile and covered in dirt (but 

for records dating back to the earliest 

days of the railroad, they were in 

remarkably good condition).  This made 

digitization tricky.  Thanks to the efforts 

of new Juniata College intern Andi 

Bradsher, as well as the guidance and 

assistance of Archivist Julie Fether 

Rockwell, we were able to safely scan the 

large and unwieldy linens and blueprints.  

 

Scanning and cataloging these new 

discoveries turned out to be a boon in 

another way:  Not only do these offer a 

bounty in early industrial research, they also 

provided perfect training for Ms. Bradsher!  

She was able to help digitize these incredibly 

valuable records using the Archives’ 

WideTEK 36CL MF0 wide format scanner 

(purchased with the 2022 National Railway 

Historical Society Heritage Grant funding 

award) and got additional experience 

cataloging the drawings within the collections 

management system, PastPerfect Web 

Edition.  

 

"Unrolling each drawing came with such a 

sense of curiosity and awe!” Bradsher said. 

“Inventorying this collection of beautifully 

detailed early drawings gave me a new 

appreciation for the industry that brought our 

beloved railroad into existence." 

 

The Archives is proud to publicly release these 

new discoveries, adding to the voluminous 

Architectural and Engineering Maps and Drawings Collection [EBTF.2022.6]. 

 

The drawings will be available to the public starting July 1, 2024 on the Archives Digital Catalog website in the July 

Additions 2024 exhibition: https://ebtarchives.catalogaccess.com/exhibits/27  or click on the “What’s New?” button from 

the digital catalog home page: https://ebtarchives.catalogaccess.com/home  

 

The EBTRR Archives and Special Collections is a joint undertaking of the EBT Foundation and the Friends of the East 

Broad Top. The work is supported by the FEBT Campaign. – Sammy Bellin 

Above:  Back side of EBTF.2022.6.430. Plan, Section, and Details of 

Beehive Coke Ovens with attached note about land rights. Out of 

Copyright; No Copyright - Other Known Legal Restrictions – EBTRR 

A&SC photo 

Below:  Archives Technician Sammy Bellin trains Juniata College intern 

Andi Bradsher to catalog the scanned iron furnace drawings into the 

collections management system PastPerfect Web Edition. – Julie 

Rockwell photo 

https://ebtarchives.catalogaccess.com/exhibits/27
https://ebtarchives.catalogaccess.com/home
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2024 REUNION REGISTRATION ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

 

2024 Fall Reunion 

October 4th - 6th  

Robertsdale & Rockhill PA 
 

The 2024 Fall Reunion Features a number of activities: 

- FEBT Dinner Train on Saturday night  

- Walking and railbike tours of the Robertsdale mine area  

- Panels and presentation on a variety of EBT related topics  

- In person Company Store 

- And much, much more  

For the most up-to-date information see https://febt.org/event/febt-fall-reunion-2024/ 

 

Registration 

Online Registration will be available until September 29th and registering early will assist us in gauging crowd 

size. Onsite registration will be available. Registration will cost $40.  

 

Friday October 4th in Robertsdale  

- Registration Pickup available from 12pm to 4pm  

- FEBT Museum open from 10am to 4pm with walking and railbike tours available 

- Grand Opening of a NEW Museum Exhibit 

- Presentations and panels on a variety of EBT Topics  

 

Saturday October 5th in Rockhill Furnace 

- Registration Pickup at Rockhill Elementary available from 9am to 12pm 

- Open House time in the Rockhill Yard from 9am to 11am  

- Presentations and Panels on a variety of EBT Topics  

- Silent Fundraising Auction 

- Model and Photo contests  

- Special FEBT Evening Dinner Train included in registration cost from 5pm to 7pm  

- EBT Excursions, Archivist’s Tours and Immersive Guided Tours may be purchased through 

eastbroadtop.com or the EBT Ticket Office. 

 

Sunday October 6th in Rockhill Furnace and various other locations  

- In Rockhill Furnace  

- Open House time in the Rockhill Yard from 9am to 11am  

- EBT Excursions and Immersive Guided Tours may be purchased through  eastbroadtop.com or 

the EBT Ticket Office. 

- Other Locations  

- The FEBT Robertsdale Museum in Robertsdale will be open from 10am to 5pm with walking 

and railbike tours available  

- Various model railroads in the region will be open 

https://febt.org/event/febt-fall-reunion-2024/
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General Contest Summary 

Any FEBT member who is a Reunion registrant may enter the model and photo contests. No model or 

photo that has ever won an award in a previous FEBT contest may be entered. Judging and voting for both 

contests will take place. 

 

Photo Contest 

-  Must feature the EBT or related restoration activities. 

- All photos must be mounted on/in a mat board no larger than 11 by 14 inches; the photo may be any size 

but not exceed the size of the mat. 

- New! Panoramic and wide-format photos. The max size for mat board is 30 x 14 inches. 

- No picture frames or glass/Plexiglas covers may be used. 

- No more than two photos may be submitted by a single entrant in each category. 

- Only the photographer can enter a photo. 

- Color and black-and-white photos must be entered in one of these categories: 

- Classic Original: photos with minimal alterations beyond cropping. 

- Artist’s Choice: entries may have any manipulations and enhancements done to achieve the 

desired end. 

- The Timber Transfer editor may present an Editor’s Choice Award. 

 

 

Model Contest 

- All models must be based on subjects directly related to the EBT. 

- No limit to the number of models entered by each entrant. 

- There must be at least two models entered in a category for a contest to be declared. (No award will be 

given in any category in which a contest is not declared.) 

- Categories may be combined to ensure a contest. 

- Supporting documentation may be displayed with any entry, as long as the entrant’s name does not 

appear on any of the documentation. 

- The model contest categories are as follows: 

- Locomotives – Any self-propelled equipment except maintenance-of-way speeders; 

- Rolling Stock – Any revenue freight or passenger equipment; any non-revenue equipment 

primarily intended for track or lineside maintenance. 

- Structures and Module/Dioramas – Any building or other structure, either railroad-related or 

lineside; and any structure or structures that are mounted on a base which depicts a scene, with or 

without track. 

- “What If” – Any model depicting a facet of the EBT had history played out differently (had the EBT 

standard gauged, carried on past 1956, etc.) 

- Special restoration program model contest 

- This award recognizes the model that best represents a project undertaken by our restoration 

volunteers. The award consists of a special plaque created by our Rockhill Furnace restoration 

crew. This special award will be based on the popular vote of current restoration volunteers. 

 

 

 

 



9 
FEBT Newsletter Volume 5, Issue 7  July 2024 

 

 

JUNE CAMPAIGN ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

 

June donations again reset the FEBT annual 

campaign record at $291,835 with three 

months still to go, all due to the generosity of 

our donors!  This means $71,835 of additional 

funds have been raised to support the March 

to Saltillo.  This allowed the FEBT Board to 

authorize another $40,000 this month to 

purchase track materials to support track 

restoration past Jordan Summit to the Rt. 994 

crossing.  This will enable the combined 

EBTF and FEBT track crews to maintain the 

amazing progress on the March to Saltillo (see 

article on Page 14), which is now approaching 

Jordan Summit.  There are still miles to go to 

get to Saltillo however, and your continuing 

donations to the 2024 Campaign will allow us 

to buy additional materials to keep the March 

moving forward.  

 

In addition, the planned Rockhill shops roof 

work was completed by Covert Roofing with 

new roofing installed on the car shop. We 

now have new roofs on most of the main 

shop complex for the first time in many 

decades.  

 

The Saltillo Station reconstruction project is 

moving forward with detailed drawings in 

review by building contractors to allow them 

to provide cost quotes for the project. Once 

these are received, they will be evaluated by 

EBTF and FEBT and a building contractor 

will be selected.   

 

Engine No. 15’s original tender tank has been 

stripped by the EBTF mechanical team in 

preparation for shipment to Curry Rail Services for use as a template for the replacement tank.   

 

Finally, the EBT Archives team this month continued 

scanning and cataloging a variety of EBTF and FEBT 

collections for release to the public.  56 images were 

released on the Archives Digital Catalog from the FEBT 

D.J. Williams Collection [FEBT.2024.7] featuring black 

and white photographs from the common carrier era, and 

scanning continued on EBTF collections including EBT 

locomotive inspection reports [EBTF.2023.22] and 19th 

century Rockhill Iron & Coal Company furnace drawings, 

to be released for public access in July.  All of this great 

progress was made possible by funding from the FEBT 

Campaign. – Dave Bulman 

No. 16 takes on water at Rockhill, part of the D.J. 

Williams collections – EBTRR A&SC photo 

 

Above:  The March to Saltillo has now reached within 500 feet of the 

Jordan Summit bridge. – Al Gallo photo 

Below:  The new roofs of the Shops Complex. – Al Gallo photo 
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JUNE FUNDRAISING UPDATE 
 

Thank you for your continued support of the 2024 Campaign.  June 

contributions totaled $7,677 in 53 donations.  This brings the 2024 

Campaign total to $291,835!  FEBT appreciates your help to support 

its goals of restoring, preserving, and interpreting the East Broad Top 

Railroad. 

 
 

June donors*: 

 

John & Kimberly Appleby George Botic  Alexander Bowser Tom Buckley 

Bruce & Lisa Carswell  Frank R. Dziama Ronald Elliott  Doug Fink 

George A. Forero  Edmund M. Fox Irwin From  Richard Gauthier

 Michael Hegedus  Charles W. High Jason Hirsh  Stephen Hunter 

Dave Johnson   Victor V. Kidd  Michael Klein  Bob Koch 

John E. Kokas   Erin Loy  Beth Mahood  Peter Martin 

Bob & Tricia Meek  Thomas B. Morningstar James A Murray John D. Oehler 

James Perry   John Porco  Jonathan Pulling Jr. Mike & Stef Reed 

Allan Risley   Jennifer Rygel  Robert J. Savino Linda & Bill Schafer

 William Shaffer   C.  Simone  Roy Stevens  Charles & Mary Ann Ulmann 

 William Vantuono  Edson Waite  Michael Welch  Edward J. Wood 

 Terrill L. Woolsey 

 

 

* - All donors listed represent donations received between May 22, 2024 and June 21, 2024.  Donations received after 

June 21 will be reported in the August 2024 issue due to press time constraints. 

 

The 2024 Annual Campaign runs until Sept. 30, 2024. 

Remaining 2024 donations will be targeted to support the 

March to Saltillo.  You may donate online (credit card and 

Paypal accepted) at the FEBT Company Store, 

https://store.febt.org/donate.  If you prefer to send a check or 

money order payable to FEBT, address it to: 

 

Karen Bulman 

FEBT Fundraising Treasurer 

P.O. Box 43063 

Cincinnati, OH 45243 

 

FEBT is a designated 501(c)(3) organization and donations are 

tax-deductible in the U.S.  

 

Thank you for your generous support! – Karen Bulman and 

Dave Bulman 

 
 

A portion of the track crew poses during their efforts on 

June 15th of working towards Saltillo. – Dave Johnson photo 

2024 Campaign Goal: 

$220,000 

June Donations: 

$7,677.00 

Campaign Total: 

$291,835.00 – 132.7% 

https://store.febt.org/donate
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JUNE 2024 ROCKHILL RESTORATION SESSION NOTES 
 

The June work weekend was held on Saturday, June 

15th and Sunday, June 16th in Rockhill Furnace.  Warm 

summer-like weather and many volunteers made for a 

great weekend.  This weekend also included the first 

FEBT Young Easties event with FEBT volunteers ages 

13 to 17 (see article on Page 3).  We had a total of 46 

volunteers on Saturday (including the Young Easties), 

and 21 on Sunday.   

 

This strong volunteer turnout enabled excellent 

progress on track, windows, Boxcar 174, the Stone 

House, Combine 14, and the Storehouse.   

 

Work continued on the March to Saltillo as the FEBT 

and EBTF track crew got right to work fully spiking 

rail to a distance of 2,500 feet south of the Rt. 475 

crossing, and laying out material a full 2,950 feet south 

of the crossing.  Jordan Summit is getting very close 

(See article on Page 14). 

 

The window crew continued the process of painting 

trim, restoring windows and replacing windows 

throughout the Rockhill Yard complex.  This included 

the replacement of the windows in the Roundhouse, as 

well as painting various pieces of window trim and 

battens on the Carpentry Shop and Car Shop.  

The boxcar crew worked on several areas of Boxcar 174 with 

work concentrating on the door hardware and installation of oak 

flooring in the interior of the car.  

 

The carpentry crew moved to the Stone House, where they 

installed most of the beadboard wainscotting on the interior 

walls.  

 

The Combine Crew worked on several areas of Combine 14.  

The last set of steps received primer and multiple exterior 

portions of the car received primer and paint after final sanding.  

Several more window sashes also had their glass installed in 

preparation to be installed in the window frames. 

 

Above:  FEBT track volunteers Bill Kepner, Jacob Anderson, 

and Tom Perman install track south of Rt. 475. – Larry 

Fuchs photo 

Left:  Bill Adams and Bobby Goldby install window sashes in 

a Roundhouse window. – Scarlett Wirt photo 
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The Storehouse crew continued placing 

bolts and rivets in the correct bins in the 

first floor bolt room, and also began 

installing the beadboard wainscotting in 

the lean-to hallway leading to the shop 

superintendent’s office.    

 

If you’d like to help with these and other 

projects to preserve and restore the EBT, 

please come out and join us!  If you have 

questions about volunteering, or have 

suggestions for our volunteer recruiting 

efforts, please email me at 

volunteer@febt.org. – Dave Bulman 

and Al Gallo 

 

  

Left:  Russ Semen and Steve Jacobs work repairs on Boxcar 174’s door. – Al Gallo photo. 

Right:  Craig Confair installs wainscotting in the Stone House.  – Al Gallo photo 

Below:  Jacob Anderson and Tom Perman work to return hardware to its location in the Storehouse. – Al Gallo photo 

Left:  Charlie Wootton primes new steps for Combine 14. – Al Gallo photo 

Right:  Charlie High restores window sashes in the Carpentry Shop. – Al Gallo photo 

mailto:volunteer@febt.org
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JUNE HAPPENINGS IN ROBERTSDALE 
 

Haven’t those articles in Timber Transfer by Ron Pearson, Ric Case and Vagel Keller about the mines around Robertsdale 

been great?  The museum offers walking and railbike tours that go right to old Mine #1, new #1, #3, #5, and shaft #1 (as 

well as around the wye and through a section of town).  Bring your TT (or buy one at the museum gift shop) and take a 

tour.  Do you have questions?  Your hosts love questions!  Nothing is better than coming back from a tour and pulling out 

“The Book” or any of the other reference materials we have in the library or our access to the archives, and digging to find 

the answer.  The question this past Saturday was, “Why did the railroad have only one tank car?”  Some digging in Rainey 

& Kyper came to – when they ran the water train, they did not want to use water that had been in the sealed box cars as 

household water.  The tank car was spotted in town and supplied clean drinking and household water.  This museum, it’s 

full of stuff.  Subject matter experts, researchers, and quality information; what did you think I meant? 

 

I’m very happy to let the members know that four people have stepped up to take over some of the many jobs that I’ve 

been doing poorly.  I’m an okay guy, but I have no background in a lot of the stuff the museum needs, and my 

membership gig keeps me pretty busy.  Each of them brings skills and background that will allow them to do a better job 

than I’ve been able to do. 

 

Steve Jackson, last year’s Volunteer Service Award winner, is a host nearly every Saturday, a regular member of the track 

crew, and someone who volunteers to give shop tours at the railroad.  He has agreed to become our Property Manager.  

New doors for the station, starting on the walking tour path construction, and getting rain gutters on the Old Post Office 

roof will be items he is likely to take on, as well as many other concerns.   

 

Scarlett Wirt, the FEBT Collections 

Manager, has a background in running 

museums.  She has agreed to take on the 

job of Museum Curator.  She will be in 

charge of designing and creating the ever-

evolving displays in the Hank Inman 

Exhibit Hall.  She has already discussed 

multiple ideas for improvements and future 

displays. 

 

Jane Clarke, a 2022 Volunteer Service 

Award winner, editor of Timber Transfer, a 

host nearly every Saturday, and who has 

the big job of keeping me out of trouble, 

has agreed to become our Activities 

Coordinator.  She will develop the walking 

tours and the guidebooks our hosts use to 

lead those tours, coordinate our activities 

with the Miners Museum and with other 

local groups, such as Robertsdale 

Community Days and Huntingdon County 

Free Museum Day.  (Every time she 

publishes a new TT article by Ron, Ric, or 

Vagel, we have to update those tour 

guidebooks – so this seems like reasonable 

payback to me.) 

 

Roy Burnham currently holds the unofficial title of, “Master Mechanic - Railbike Division.”  He is currently building new 

station doors (did I let the cat out of the bag?), and a host nearly every Saturday.  Roy has agreed to become our IT 

Specialist.  This is what he does from 9 to 5, so we really appreciate him taking on more of the same for us.  I can imagine 

Hank Inman rolling over in his grave, “IT support in Robertsdale????”  Yes.  We have internet access (multiple servers), 

two PCs, a printer, Wi-Fi, software for the sales system, and a robust security system to protect these assets.  Currently, 

Archives intern Andi Bradsher teaching FEBT Museum Activities 

Coordinator Jane Clarke how to encapsulate a document in mylar on 

Archives Day, June 8, 2024.  The next Archives Day at the Robertsdale 

Museum will be on August 10, 2024. – Julie Rockwell photo 
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we have doors on the station that are not mouse tight and with motion detectors that spot those mice resulting in calls at 2 

AM.  (Perhaps a reason why he decided to build the new doors!)  With the new doors coming soon, we need to reevaluate 

our security system needs.  In addition, we have an enginehouse coming – so, there’s another need to reevaluate security.  

Yup, Robertsdale needs an IT guy and I’m glad to have him. 

 

Every one of them has a tough job to do, and every one of them is right about now getting to the point where they want to 

say, “Hey Pete, you asked me to do this job so bug off and let me do it!”  So come on by and thank them, and take a look 

at your constantly improving museum.  Don’t forget to visit the Miners Museum in the former Reality Theater as well.  

Robertsdale; one small town, two great museums. – Pete Clarke 

 

A GLIMPSE AT THE LIFE OF TRACK WORKERS 
 

I often tell people that I’m a track guy.  Then I add that that means that “I spend a lot of time looking at the ground and 

beating on stuff”.  Working track involves – quite often – three basic tasks: 1. Checking on stuff (to be sure it’s safe to 

use); 2. Taking stuff apart; and 3. Putting stuff together (again).  Speaking of “stuff”, it’s a word we use quite often 

trackside….it’s a one-size-fits-all term, very handy and very descriptive. 

 

Track workers also have the “joy” and the challenge of working in all sorts of weather.  (When I use the term “track 

workers”, please note that I am not using gender-specific terms….if there are ladies reading this who’d like to be a part of 

the track gang, we’d be delighted to have you…if you come, you won’t be the first to join in our track work fun!)  In fact, 

with regard to Mother Nature’s offerings, we often say, “There will be weather today”.  Of course, the offerings presented 

to us by Mother Nature vary from cold to hot (we work in temps as low as the 20s, and as high as the 90s), in wet 

conditions, in humid conditions, and in dry conditions.  Our preferred conditions would be with temperatures in the 60s or 

low 70s, low humidity and a good breeze, of course.  Doing these things and working in these sorts of conditions builds 

character.  (Or, perhaps, it makes one a character…I haven’t figured out the difference yet.)  Allow me, now, to turn to 

our doin’s and our accomplishments for this reporting period. 

 

Checking on Stuff 
It’d be easy to think that the track 

structure is a permanent, 

unchanging thing.  Nothing could 

be further from the truth. 

For one thing, Mother Nature 

(yes, we’re back to her again) 

works to affect the track 

structure’s soundness.  Time is 

another agent that works to affect 

the track structure.  Use of the 

track also affects its condition. 

 

In particular, the older rail gets, 

and the longer it is in service, the 

more inspection and attention it 

should get.  Rail – especially if it 

was rolled many decades ago 

before metallurgy progressed to 

the point where it is today – can 

develop defects of various kinds.  

Wear and tear also require that rail 

condition be assessed regularly. 

 

The railroad’s full-time staff, 

assisted by FEBT personnel, 

replaced a stick of rail which was 

Larry Fuchs (kneeling) inserts bolts into a joint while Jake Lane stands by (in the 

foreground). Victor Booth stands ready to tighten bolts while John Widmeyer lifts 

the rail with a nipper bar to align it. – Dave Johnson photo 
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showing signs of wear just north of the Ferry Lane crossing and a bit south of Colgate Grove.  This is routine work, just 

part of the track worker’s job. 

 

Taking Stuff Apart 
We assisted in dismantling switch work a bit south of the Pogue Station during this reporting period. Removal will allow 

stumps to be taken out of the right-of-way. 

 

Putting It Together (Again) 
The March to Saltillo made 

excellent progress since the 

last report.  The combined 

railroad staff/FEBT crews 

assembled 1,100 feet of 

track, reaching a point 

2,950 feet south of the 

Route 475 crossing (and 

just 450 feet from the 

overhead bridge at Jordan 

Summit).   We were able to 

completely gauge and 

spike 1,000 feet of track, 

reaching a point 2,500 feet 

south of the summit, as of 

this writing. 

 

 

 

Lots of Able and Capable Help (What a Blessing!) 
This month, 37 personnel assisted in our work.  Many thanks, one and all!  We welcomed a new member of the track gang 

this month: Matt Farson. Welcome!  We also had some long-distance workers, Jim Colby from Colorado, and Don Bayer 

from New Mexico.  Thanks, gents, for making the trip to be a part of our efforts. – Gene Tucker 

 

WANTS AND NEEDS 
 

A member who lives in the Kansas City area has items he’d like to donate to the Fall Reunion auction.  Rather than pay to 

ship them, with the associated cost and risk, we wonder if there’s anyone who will be travelling near that area who could 

pick those items up.  You don’t have to be going to the reunion to help with this.  Once closer we can arrange to transfer 

them to someone who is going to the reunion.  Please contact Pete Clarke (FEBT@aol.com) if you can help with this. – 

Pete Clarke 

 

  MEMBERSHIP BOX SCORE 
The Friends of the East Broad Top 

membership is up to 

2176 

 

 

active members 

Larry Fuchs guides the 

final placement of a 

stick of rail on June 

6th. – Dave Johnson 

photo 

mailto:FEBT@aol.com
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JUNE VOLUNTEERS 
 

The following members volunteered in June in Rockhill Furnace, Robertsdale, and/or with the track crew.  Thanks to all 

FEBT volunteers for their dedicated efforts to preserve, restore, and interpret the EBT. 

 

 Bill Adams  Jacob Anderson  Don Barton Jr.   Stacey Batovsky 

Don Bayer  Lawrence Biemiller Victor Booth  Andi Bradsher 

Dave Bulman  Roy Burnham  Jane Clarke  Pete Clarke 

Kevin Cogan  Jim Colby  Craig Confair   Jill Confair 

Chris Connacher Alex Cook  Philip Coyle  Ralph Davison  

Joe Earnest  Landon Eichelberger Matt Farson  Jack Fornadley 

Jesse Frazier  Larry Fuchs  Al Gallo  Jackson Ganser   

Charles Geletzke, Jr. Nathan Gilmore  Bobby Goldby  Todd Grissinger 

Tyler Grissinger Dave Hart  David Hart  Charlie High 

Jim Hughes  Mike Huhn  Steve Jackson  Steve Jacobs 

Dave Johnson  Tom Jordan  Jim Kellerman  Mitchell Kellerman 

Bill Kepner  Greg Kifer  Wyatt Kindler  Eric Knepp 

Ed Kompare  Daniel Lane  Jake Lane  Doug Linebaugh  

Mathew Malkiewicz Nicholas MacFarlane Steven MacFarlane Margie McFalls 

Ray McFalls  Ethan McGonical Bob Meek  John Mingo 

Mike Mingo  Joel Myers  Kevin Nolish  Dave Padula 

Tom Perman  Zion Philips  Hans Plugge  John Quinn   

Stephen Ramirez Mark Reese  Bill Reynolds  Julie Rockwell   

Rick Rourke  Justin Santichen  Tim Schindele  Dan Schmidt 

Russ Semen  Owen Smithmyer Blair Stewart  John Thompson 

Phil Thompson  Gene Tucker  Lamar Tyson  Mike Wahler 

John Widmeyer  Chuck Wikert  Norm Wilcox  Scarlett Wirt 

Jim Witmer  Brian Wolfe  Connie Wolfe  Terry Wolfe 

Charlie Wootton Adam Wright  Eric Yoder  Sam Yoder 
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ARCHIVES SUPPORTS DISASTER RESPONSE TRAINING 

THROUGH NEH PRESERVATION ASSISTANCE GRANT FUNDS 
 

The East Broad Top Railroad Archives and Special Collections 

continues its project work for disaster response planning funded by the 

National Endowment of the Humanities (NEH) Preservation Assistance 

Grant awarded in August 2023. This spring, a two-part workshop, 

Disaster Response and Recovery, was conducted by preservation and 

education specialists Katie Lowe and Greg Stuart from the 

Conservation Center for Art and Historic Artifacts (CCAHA) in 

Philadelphia.  

 

Part I of the workshop, a one-hour Zoom presentation, introduced 

participants to the foundations of emergency preparedness and disaster 

planning for cultural heritage institutions. At a gathering hosted by the 

Bricktown Museum in Mount Union, 29 members from the community 

participated either online or in person. Huntingdon County 

Commissioner Patrick Reeder was also in attendance. 

 

Part II of the workshop, was an all-day, hands-on training for selected 

participants, hosted by the Three Springs Volunteer Fire Company in 

Three Springs.  Participants included Three Springs Fire Chief Chris 

Kiddie pools are filled with documents and artifacts for salvage. – 

Julie Rockwell photo 
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Grace and fireman Josh Peterson, 

and Huntingdon County Emergency 

Management Agency Director Katie 

Unger and EMA operations and 

training officer Cordelia Beatty. The 

core community participants 

included: Brad Esposito, James 

Roslund, Riley Roslund, Jonathan 

Smith, Andrew Greene [EBTF]; 

Jane Clarke, Pete Clarke, Scarlett 

Wirt, Charlie Wootton [FEBT]; Julie 

Rockwell, Sammy Bellin 

[Archives]; Lonnie Smith 

[Huntingdon County Historical 

Society]; Shane Moran [Juniata 

College Statton Learning 

Commons]; Murray Africa, Andy 

McNitt [Mount Union Area 

Historical Society]; George Sarra 

[Bricktown Model Railroaders 

Association]; Nin Hiles, Jr. [Orby-

Rockhill Furnace Historical Society]; 

Roy Stevens [Three Springs-Saltillo 

Area Historical Society]; Ron 

Morgan, Dennis Fields, Carolyn 

Carroll [Broad Top Area Coal 

Miners Museum]; and 

Orbisonia community first 

responder volunteer Dave 

Camisa. 

 

The hands-on training 

involved applying an incident 

command system and primary 

collections salvage techniques 

in response to an emergency 

through a simulated disaster. 

The training was a learning 

experience for all involved. It 

helped community participants 

gain new emergency 

preparedness and disaster 

recovery skills and work 

together with first responders 

to better preserve the region’s 

unique historic collections. 

 

The workshops were highlighted in two articles from the Huntingdon Daily News written by Ron Morgan:  

https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/historians-learn-about-disaster-response/article_443db5a8-5fa3-5fb3-

b755-565b1ea616c5.html  

 

https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/partners-work-to-protect-history/article_a4356b2c-7a56-512a-9bd8-

ceba12d8c899.html – Julie Rockwell  

 

Above:  Participants were assigned groups to practice the incident command 

system and work together to salvage materials. – Julie Rockwell photo 

Below:  Broad Top Area Coal Miners Museum volunteer Dennis Fields 

salvages wet photographs and slides during the disaster simulation. – George 

Sarra photo 

https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/historians-learn-about-disaster-response/article_443db5a8-5fa3-5fb3-b755-565b1ea616c5.html
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/historians-learn-about-disaster-response/article_443db5a8-5fa3-5fb3-b755-565b1ea616c5.html
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/partners-work-to-protect-history/article_a4356b2c-7a56-512a-9bd8-ceba12d8c899.html
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/partners-work-to-protect-history/article_a4356b2c-7a56-512a-9bd8-ceba12d8c899.html
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

Date     Host  Event                    

July 6, 7    FEBT  Rockhill Work Session 

July 6     EBT  Trackside Tastes & Tunes 

July 21     RTM  National Ice Cream Day 

July 27, 28    FEBT  Rockhill Work Session 

July 28     RTM  Stuff the Trolley! 

August 3    RTM  York Railways 163 Day 

August 10    FEBT  Archives Day 

August 17, 18    FEBT  Rockhill Work Session 

August 17, 18    BTACMHS Robertsdale Community Days 

August 23    EBT  Trackside Tastes & Tunes 

September 12, 13, 14, 15  EBT  Central Pennsylvania Ragtime & American Music Festival 

September 14, 15   FEBT  Rockhill Work Session 

September 14    EBT  Trackside Tastes & Tunes 

September 16-20   FEBT  Rockhill Fall Work Week 

October 4, 5, 6    FEBT  FEBT Fall Reunion 

October 5    RTM  Fall Spectacular 

October 12, 13, 19, 20, 26, 27  EBT  PEANUTS Great Pumpkin Patch Express 

October 26, 27    FEBT  Rockhill Work Session 

November 29, 30   EBT  Christmas in Coal Country 

December 1, 6-8, 13-15, 20-22  EBT  Christmas in Coal Country 

 
 

Hosts: FEBT  Friends of the East Broad Top   www.febt.org 

 EBT  East Broad Top Railroad    www.eastbroadtop.com  

 RTM  Rockhill Trolley Museum    www.rockhilltrolley.org   

 BTACMHS Broad Top Area Coal Miners Historical Society broadtopminersmuseum.com 

 

UPCOMING ROCKHILL FURNACE VOLUNTEER SESSIONS 
 

The next Rockhill volunteer session will take place Saturday and Sunday, July 6th and 7th.  A second July work session is 

also scheduled for July 27th and 28th.  Please consider coming out for one or more of the sessions to help us continue to 

preserve and restore the East Broad Top.  If you are interested in participating in the Rockhill Furnace volunteer sessions 

including track work, and are not on the current signup distribution, please contact Charlie Wootton, the Rockhill Furnace 

volunteer coordinator, at rhrestoration@febt.org . 

 

If you have questions about volunteering, or have suggestions for our volunteer recruiting efforts, please email me at 

volunteer@febt.org. – Dave Bulman 

 

FEBT MUSEUM SCHEDULE 
 

Standard tourist season hours began on Saturday, May 4th.  

Operating hours are Saturdays, 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM. 

 

Library Days: July 20, August 17,  

September 21, October 4, October 19 

 

Archives Day: August 10 

 

http://www.febt.org/
http://www.eastbroadtop.com/
http://www.rockhilltrolley.org/
https://broadtopminersmuseum.com/
mailto:rhrestoration@febt.org
mailto:volunteer@febt.org
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ABOUT THIS ORGANIZATION 
 

Friends of the East Broad Top, Inc. (FEBT) is a 501(c)(3) 

nonprofit, historical, and educational society dedicated to the 

preservation, restoration, and interpretation of the East Broad 

Top Railroad National Historic Landmark in Huntingdon 

County, Pennsylvania.  It was organized in 1983 and now boasts 

over 2,100 members.  FEBT publishes an award-winning 

magazine, Timber Transfer, and a monthly e-newsletter, and 

operates a museum in Robertsdale PA, the EBT's southern  

terminus.  See febt.org/ for more information.  

 

 

 

ABOUT THIS NEWSLETTER 
 

The Friends of the East Broad Top Newsletter is a monthly digital-only periodical.  Started in 2020, it is intended to keep 

members and donors apprised of what the organization has done and will be doing.  The FEBT Newsletter is distributed 

by email to the current list of members and donors, and is a privilege of contributing to the FEBT’s cause of preserving, 

restoring, and interpreting the East Broad Top Railroad for current and future generations.  The editor can be contacted at 

Newsletter@febt.org.  Previous issues of the FEBT Newsletter may be found at febt.org/newsletter.  Press time for 

information submitted is 8:00 PM Eastern time on the 25th of each month.  Events occurring after the 25th, such as 

donations and memberships, will be considered part of the following month’s information. 

https://febt.org/
mailto:Newsletter@febt.org
https://febt.org/newsletter

