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EBT Foundation and FEBT Track Crew members install rail in the main line track on the south face of Jordan Summit
as part of the March to Saltillo effort. The Jordan Summit bridge in the background is not as distant from spiked rail
as it used to be. — Al Gallo photo
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Brian Hoffman uses the new battery powered spike driver to secure
rails in place during the Spring Work Week. — Genet Tucker photo
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FEBT INVENTORIES ROBERTSDALE MUSEUM COLLECTION

If you’ve ever been to Robertsdale, you may have noticed a U\ e g ,{ Ve i ‘
wide variety of old railroad and mining equipment in the 1 F | &%
FEBT’s museum and station. Have you ever wondered where Y "/ ! ’ /

those artifacts came from, or why the FEBT has them in the
first place?

Just over forty years ago, the Friends of the East Broad Top,
Inc. was established to preserve, restore, and interpret the East
Broad Top Railroad. After the railroad closed in 1956,
railroad items began to come available for sale, and the FEBT
gradually started to collect irreplaceable EBT artifacts, either
through direct purchase or as donations/gifts.

In 1987 the FEBT acquired two former EBT properties in
Robertsdale, the Old Post Office and Station, quickly opening
an informal museum in the Station. Soon thereafter, the
Friends began a historic restoration of the Old Post Office.

Fast forward to 2020. The railroad reopened under the East
Broad Top Foundation’s ownership. FEBT opened the
Robertsdale Museum in the renovated Old Post Office after a
24-year-long undertaking initiated by Hank Inman and carried
on by Pete and Jane Clarke (with the help of many members).
The value of the FEBT’s museum collection quickly became
apparent when the railroad borrowed the FEBT’s original
crossing sign to use as a template for casting the new EBT
crossing signs in use today.

| Recognizing the importance of its museum collection, the Friends

| undertook a baseline inventory of museum property in Robertsdale
on April 26-27, 2024. Led by FEBT Museum Curator Scarlett Wirt,
a team consisting of Bill Adams, Sammy Bellin, Roy Burnham,
Jane Clarke, Pete Clarke, Steve Jackson, Eric Knepp, and Julie
Rockwell inventoried the entire Robertsdale holdings — almost 200
artifacts. Each artifact was identified, documented, tagged,
photographed, and stored to prevent loss or deterioration.

' In the coming weeks, the artifacts will be cataloged in the
PastPerfect collections database (the same database used by the
EBT Archives and Special Collections) where they will be

. available for public viewing. The inventory will also help the
~ museum plan future exhibits and prioritize preservation efforts.

~ If you haven’t been to Robertsdale lately, stop by the museum and
check out the new Archives exhibit (and the railbikes)! And if you
. have items you believe would be valuable for the FEBT’s museum
| collection, please contact the FEBT’s Museum Curator Scarlett
Wirt at FEBTCollections@gmail.com. — Scarlett Wirt

Above: Sammy Bellin and Bill Adams inspect drill bits during
the Robertsdale inventory session. — Scarlett Wirt photo

Left: Pete Clarke and Roy Burnham count and relocate a pump
in the Robertsdale Depot. — Scareltt Wirt photo
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A BUSY START TO THE FEBT MUSEUM’S SEASON

At the time [ write this the museum has been open for only 3 days but we’ve already had 44 guests this month. Last
Saturday the weather finally cooperated, and we gave at least 4 rail bike tours and at least that many walking tours.

Those railbikes have been somewhat of a saga, but thanks to the efforts of Roy Burnham they are now working perfectly
and performing exactly as we had envisioned when we made the decision to buy them. Last Saturday a 90+-year-old guy
(who could not pedal or walk much) was able to see the entire length of restored track thanks to being able to sit on the
comfortable seat of the rail bike while his family and host Steve Jackson supplied the horsepower. So, those rail bikes are
real, and they are open for business! Do we continue to work to make them better? You betchal!

That same gentleman took a look at one item that has always
been a mystery to us. It looks like a toilet paper dispenser that
Jane and I built from a kit many years ago. So, if pressed, that’s
what I’d have guessed it was, but | was wrong. This gentleman
took one look and said, “Look, a squib box, just like we had at
home!” We know that miners had to buy the blasting powder
they used from the company. They would roll it into paper (a
large version of a hand-rolled cigarette). It was then called a
“squib”. They’d drill a series of holes, insert a squib and fuse.
Then at the correct time they’d ignite the fuse. Once the smoke
and dust were clear, they’d collect what came down. (OK,
maybe that’s a simplified version, but you get the idea.) It
makes sense that from time to time they’d have an extra at the
end of the day. So, they had a safe box at home to store it
overnight. A wooden box, not metal, to protect it from any
sparks or fireplace cinders. He went on to tell of sneaking small
amounts of powder out to then conduct scientific experiments to
see how much was needed to raise a large local rock up out of
the ground. But don’t tell Mom.

There is a mine car on display in front of the Miners Museum
and we can learn a lot from it. It sits on two partial dumping
system tracks (in regular use there would only be the one on the
front, dumping end of the car). You can see how the front end
was hinged to lift up to allow easier unloading. You can see the
wooden brake pads. You can see the brake lever and the many
settings it could be positioned on. :

We had four people take time to go up to the library.
One studied for hours, one for a few minutes, and two
came down saying they didn’t know how much was
available and that they’ll need to come back again.
The library is real and it’s available to you on a
published schedule (see Page 17).

On display at your museum: a miner’s drill, a squib
box, the brass tipped pole used to push the squib in
(brass does not spark!), and a massive amount of

Above: A squib box. — Jane Clarke photo
Right: The Broad Top Area Coal Miners
Museum’s mine car on display in front of their
facility. — Jane Clarke photo
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information about the EBT. Tours are available, both walking and railbike. One of those tour options includes the mine
car and delivers you to the Miners Museum (which you should also visit). Come visit our free library. If you were here
last week, it was good, but it’s better this week, so there are reasons to come back again and again. — Pete Clarke

MAY 2024 WORK SESSION AND WORK WEEK WRAP-UP

The May work weekend and work week were held in Rockhill Furnace from Saturday May 18" through Friday May 24™.
A total of 51 FEBT volunteers participated over the course of the week. Volunteers traveled from New Mexico,
Colorado, and even London England! The week resulted in great progress on multiple projects and included a number of
fun activities for the volunteers.

To start the week, each volunteer received
a new orange 2024 FEBT Volunteer T-

= shirt in appreciation for their contributions.
Lunches were provided each day for a

@8 donation each day at the Rockhill Trolley
|| Museum. EBTF Master Mechanic Dave

| | Domitrovich gave the volunteers an in-

{ | depth update on progress on engines Nos.
L 16 and 15 in stall 8 of the Roundhouse
Wednesday afternoon. Wednesday
evening started with a cookout dinner
provided by FEBT, followed by an
interesting presentation by EBT

| Foundation GM Brad Esposito on standard
gauge cars on the East Broad Top. The
Three Springs Carnival kicked off
Thursday evening with a parade and
continued on Friday with EBT speeder and
handcar rides. The EBT Archives and
FEBT each had a display table at the
carnival in the Huston Brother’s Store.

FEBT volunteers enjoy a meal in the Rockhill Trolley Museum pavilion,
rocking their new 2024 volunteer t-shirts. — Dave Bulman photo

Projects worked on included Combine 14,
Boxcar 174, the Storehouse, Car Shop north
doors, windows, and track work on the March
to Saltillo.

Combine 14 moved nearer to completion with
progress in multiple areas. Window sashes
had glass installed after being fitted to their
locations and receiving a second coat of green
paints. The remaining sets of car steps were
prepped for their second coat of paint and the
baggage compartment was painted in light
green and red. Lastly, the seat backs and
cushions were all assembled with the cushions
having the ratan covering applied.

-
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lan Jenner applies paint to the ceiling of the it g ) i ] ﬁ}nm@"' .
Combine 14’s baggage room. — Dave A &,/
Bulman photo. / -
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The Boxcar Crew made
great strides in the
restoration of Boxcar 174
with the first door weld
repair and reinstallation.
The second door was
then removed from the
car and metal work began
onit. Asthe car will be a
work car, stirrups were
also mounted under the
door sills to make access
easier.

A new door stirrup is
installed on Boxcar
174 to allow future
work crew to have
easier access to the
car. — Al Gallo photo

e
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Storehouse activities focused on mo‘/ihg all of the material temporarily stored on the floor of the Boiler Shop back into
the restored engineer’s cubby. By the end of the week, the Boiler Shop floor was again clear, and all parts were back in
the cubby. Special thanks to Brad Esposito and James Roslund for their help to complete this.

The mostly empty engineer’s cubby of the Storehouse at the beginning of the Spring Work Week was filled with its
proper contents by the time the week was over. — Dave Bulman photos

The track crew made significant progress in the March to Saltillo. As the Jordan Summit bridge grew ever closer, the crew
laid track to a point 1650 feet south of the Route 475 crossing, with 1450 feet completely gauged and spiked and the
safety spiked interval (spiking every 5th tie). The track crew also assisted in the cleanup of old roofing material in
Rockhill and worked at Three Springs to clear the flange ways for the speeder and handcar rides that were to be offered
during the Three Springs Carnival later in the week. Read more in the trackwork article on Page 8.
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The Car Shop door crew reached a significant milestone with the completion of the restoration of the north set of Car
Shop doors. This included siding installation, painting, and window installation.

The Glass Rattlers made great
progress on the ongoing task of
window restoration across the
Rockhill yard complex, including
window reinstallation in several
buildings, glass installation and
glazing in restored sashes,
disassembly of to-be restored
sashes, and applying trim white
paint various window frames.

If you’d like to help with these and
other projects to preserve and
restore the EBT, please come out
and join us! Learn more at
Volunteer — Friends of the East
Broad Top (febt.org), or by sending
an email to volunteer@febt.org. —
Dave Bulman

Jim Seville works on reglazing window glass in the carpenter shop while
showing off the new 2024 FEBT volunteer shirt. — Al Gallo photo.
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GOING NORTH, SOUTH, AND IN BETWEEN

“Go west, young man.” At a point in our nation’s history, that was the commonly-held wisdom, and probably the
aspirations of many. In fact, it’s probably safe to say that was the advice given to many a young person back when the
East Broad Top came into being over 150 years ago. Adapting this wisdom to the FEBT’s track crews over the past
month, we might say that they should, “Go north, go south and go in between.” Our work over this reporting period has
taken us in each of these three directions.

Going North
In late April, we wrapped up our work in the new crossing at the new bed

and breakfast, which is located a bit north of the ice cream stand. We
applied finishing touches to the crossing itself, and then spiked up fifty
recently installed ties south of the crossing. Some of our numbers were
then dispatched northward to inspect track and to make minor corrections
from the crossing to the beginning of the tangent track south of
McMullen’s Summit. Surfacing and tamping took place a bit south of
the ice cream stand, from a point just south of the Enyeart Road crossing
to a point a bit north of the ice cream stand. Ongoing maintenance of the
track north of town is always on the radar of the railroad’s track forces.

i
| -

Going In Between
During the late April Work Weekend, we were able to offer work
sessions on both Saturday and Sunday. We extended the two-foot gauge
tramway track on the south side of the Car Shop. Then, on Sunday, we
hand-tamped the switch ties in the switch of the Paint Shop lead.

Right: The 2’ width track is properly gauged to this point south of
the Car Shop, as of April 27", 2024. — Larry Fuchs photo

Below: FEBT and EBTF crews assemble track, climbing the north
face of Jordan Summit on May 2". — John Quinn photo

Going South (The March to Saltillo)
& From late April onward, the focus of our energies has been on the
# extension of the track southward from the PA Route 475 crossing (the
March to Saltillo).

As | write this (on Saturday, May 25™), the assembled track now

44 extends to a point 1,650 feet south of the crossing. The track has been
' fully gauged and spiked to a point 1,450 feet south of the crossing.
From that point to the end of track, the track has been “safety spiked”
(meaning that every fifth tie has been gauged and spiked).

Consider that this means that, from Tuesday, May 14" to ten days later,
about 1,500 feet of track was constructed. On days when there is an
abundant supply of personnel (which is more often than not), we are

' able to put together 200 to 300 feet of track! Much of this work was
done during the FEBT’s Spring Work Week, when we had seventeen

; members assisting in the work, many of whom were able to assist on
more than one day.

In mid-May, the FEBT received a recently-purchased battery-powered
&= spiking gun. Our experience with this new asset has been positive. Its
¥ abilities extend our work greatly.
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Naming Names
We are able to offer our active volunteers two major rewards:
1. Great job satisfaction and the assurance that their work boosts
| the well-being and the future of the railroad, and
| 2. The acknowledgement we can offer to each one involved, by
name.

To that end, we had 29 of our numbers who assisted during this
reporting period (their names are listed in the list of all personnel
elsewhere in this issue). New to our active personnel are Ed
Martin and Brian Wolfe. Welcome. Long distance awards to go
Don Bayer (from New Mexico) and to Jim Colby (from
Colorado). Many thanks, Don and Jim, for making the trip. —
Gene Tucker

FEBT Track Crew members spike ties on the main line,
working south from the Maddensville Pike grade crossing
towards Jordan Summit on May 18". — Gene Tucker photo

The first FEBT Young Easties volunteer event for young men and
women ages 13 to 17 will be held Saturday June 15" in Rockhill
Furnace. A few openings may remain for this limited capacity initial
program. To secure your spot, email your completed registration
form (https://febt.org/youthform) to youthvol@febt.org .

The June 15™ event will start with an introduction to the EBT,
followed by a tour of the roundhouse and shops, a train ride, a group
lunch, and a hands-on project in the afternoon installing ties in the
Rockhill yard.

The second FEBT Young Easties event is now scheduled for Saturday
September 21%. You can register using the same procedure as above.

See our website at https://febt.org/volunteer#youngeasties for
additional information on the program. If you have questions about
the program or how to register please email us at youthvol@febt.org .

This could be you! Join the FEBT Young Easties program. —
Al Gallo photo
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WANTS AND NEEDS

Archives Seeks Volunteers
Remember when the April newsletter \
featured an article about all the maps and ¥
drawings pulled from the upper lofts of the ‘
Chief Engineer’s Office vault? Well, all

those maps and drawings need to be
inventoried!

We are seeking 1-2 volunteers to assist with
inventorying these maps and drawings as
part of the EBTRR Architectural and
Engineering Maps and Drawings project.
The work will be done onsite at the
Orbisonia Passenger Station with the
Archives staff. Depending on staff
availability, volunteering can be done during
FEBT work weekends or, if available,
during the week.

Inventory requires accurate data entry and Archives Technician Sammy Bellin places maps and drawings found in

delicate handwork skills and using a the Chief Engineer’s Office vault into temporary storage bins. —
personal laptop. Matthew Malkiewicz photo

This opportunity allows you to have the privilege not only of working with priceless historical materials but also of
contributing personally to their preservation and public access. Make it your mission to work in partnership alongside
archives, railroad staff, and other volunteers, and have fun doing it!

If this interests you, please contact me at archivist@eastbroadtop.com or 814-619-5414. The Archives team will review
all inquiries. Thank you for your continued support for the Archives! — Julie Rockwell

COMPANY STORE ITEM OF THE MONTH

A Brief Guide to the EBT
Living Relic of the Industrial Age

Edited by Lawrence Biemiller, James H. Tuten, and Ryan Kough

This 115 page, 6x9 inch, softbound booklet is intended as a
introduction to the EBT but the information, pictures and high
quality layout make this booklet something every fan of the EBT
should have!

"Visiting the East Broad Top Railroad? This guide explains everything from the

route you'll ride and the whistle signals you’ll hear to the history of this unique
railroad, a living relic of the American Industrial Age.

A Brief Guide to the EBT is the result of a remarkable collaboration among
Juniata College students and faculty members, the EBT Foundation, the Friends
of the East Broad Top, and the East Broad Top Archives and Special
Collections."

$23.95 Member Discount Applies Shipping $7.50

Order on-line through the FEBT Company Store website at store.febt.org, using your account or create an account.
PayPal, major credit cards, and personal checks payable to FEBT Company Store are accepted. Money orders cannot be
accepted and will be returned to sender. Mail orders, regardless of payment method, are no longer accepted.
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FEBT COMPANY STORE
NEW, BACK IN STOCK AND COMING SOON

FROM COAL T0 GLORY
The History he Hur 1 and 1B 1 Top

VoLuME III 1852-1330

Ron Morgan

"From Coal to Glory: The
History of the Huntingdon
and Broad Top Mountain
Railroad & Coal Co." is a
soft bound, 80-page
history of the railroad and
some of the communities
it served. There are
around two dozen photos,
maps, etc. This is Volume
Il of the series and covers
the time period 1852 to
1930. Two more volumes
are being considered
which will take the railroad
up to its dismantling in
1954.

$22.00 Member Discount Applies Shipping $7.50

bra.

G MUCIRESS  While Supply Lasts

. All orders over $20 will receive
a 2024 calendar free!

HO Scale Mount Union Water Tank

The water tank at Mount
Union was one of
several that once stood
along the EBT main line
and branches. The tank
was built in the early
1900's. Mount Union
was the important
connection to the
Pennsylvania Railroad.
Because there was a
nearby connection to
the PRR, this tank had
dual gauge track in front
of it.

The Mount Union Water Tank kit is the third in a series of
models of EBT water tanks produced by Southern
Heritage Models. The foundation, waterspout and other
detail parts are unique resin parts designed just for this
kit. The kit includes interior support and framing for
those who wish to add interior details.

$89.95 Member Discount Applies Shipping $10.00

Order on-line through the FEBT Company Store website at store.febt.org, using your account or create an account.
PayPal, major credit cards, and personal checks payable to FEBT Company Store are accepted. Money orders cannot be
accepted and will be returned to sender. Mail orders, regardless of payment method, are no longer accepted.

FEBT MUSEUM GIFT SHOP
East Broad Top Station Signs

OBERTSDALTF

| ROBERTSDALE i

ORBISONIA
SALTILLO |

Large Signs
6” high 24”-36” wide

Only available at
the FEBT
Museum Gift

]
POGUE [ SALTILLO]

THREE SPRINGS

Robertsdale. -~ || ORBISONIA

While Supply Lasts

FEBT Member Price $34 each
Non-Member Price $40 each

FEBT Newsletter
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Small Signs
2” high 67-12” wide
FEBT Member Price $10 each
Non-Member Price $12 each
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ROBERTSDALE MUSEUM HIGHLIGHTS
EBTRR ARCHIVES AND SPECIAL COLLECTIONS EXHIBIT

A new exhibit, “From the Vaults to the Page: A New Generation of East Broad Top Railroad and Rockhill Iron and Coal
Company Scholarship,” at the FEBT Museum in Robertsdale highlights the East Broad Top Railroad Archives and
Special Collections program and will be on display for the 2024 tourist season. EBT Archivist Julie Rockwell curated the
exhibit in consultation with Timber Transfer Editor Jane Clarke, FEBT Robertsdale Museum & Restoration Crew
Coordinator Pete Clarke, and FEBT Collections Custodian Scarlett Wirt.

The East Broad Top Railroad Archives and Special Collections (the Archives) is a conjoined operation between the EBT
Foundation, Inc. (EBTF) and the Friends of the East Broad Top, Inc. (FEBT). Its establishment in 2021 marks a
significant milestone in supporting a new era of scholarship by providing unprecedented access to the East Broad Top
Railroad and Coal Company and Rockhill Iron & Coal Company (RI&CCo) organizational records and artifacts. For
decades, these collections, preserved in the Orbisonia Passenger Station vaults in Rockhill Furnace PA, had limited to no
public access.

For years, dedicated FEBT members have been
conducting research on the EBT and RI&CCo
histories, relying primarily on minimal primary
resources and a broad range of secondary sources.
But now, a new chapter begins. With the

7 establishment of the Archives, these scholars have

| unprecedented access to these rarely seen collections.
Even historic photographs hold clues to interpretation
~ never realized. The possibilities for new scholarship
|| are endless.

| “From the Vaults to the Page” celebrates a new
generation of research conducted by the EBT
Scholars — noted EBT historian Dr. R. Lee Rainey,
with Dr. Vagel Keller, Dr. Ron Pearson, and Ric
Case. Their discoveries, shared by publishing articles
in FEBT’s quarterly journal Timber Transfer, and
supporting the interpretation of the collections, help
deepen the historical narrative of the EBT and
R1&CCo operations and enhance restoration,
preservation, and educational outreach activities.

A digital exhibit component on the Archives free,
online Digital Catalog shares selections from the
many cataloged collections of oversize maps and
drawings and other EBT and RI&C.Co materials
used for research, discovery, and access to the public.
You can find the exhibit available for the entire 2024
FEBT Robertsdale Museum tourist season here:
https://ebtarchives.catalogaccess.com/exhibits/24.

In addition to this exhibit, special Archives Days
have been scheduled for June 8 and August 10, 2024,
at the museum. These will feature larger objects and
new discoveries. — Julie Rockwell

Robertsdale Museum Display Case features a variety of objects
and materials found in the Orbisonia Passenger Station Vaults
— Julie Rockwell photo
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MAY FUNDRAISING UPDATE

Thank you for your continued support of the 2024 Campaign. May

contributions totaled $17,882 in 75 donations. This brings the 2024 2024 Campaign Goal:
Campaign total to $284,159! FEBT appreciates your help to support $220,000

its goals of restoring, preserving, and interpreting the East Broad Top May Donations:
Railroad. $17,882.00

Campaign Total:
$284,159.00 — 129.2%

May donors*:

Reginald Arford Dustin & Steven Armstrong Jim Atkinson Ronald Baile
Roberta Ballard Chuck Bender Alexander Bowser David Brautigam
James Brickley Dave & Karen Bulman Robert Caccese Diane Campbell
David H. Capp John Carl Jay M. Cohen Bruce Courter
George Crum Patricia A. Cupillari-Humphreys Frank R. Dziama
Eric S. Emmons J. Harry Feldman Axel Feltenberger Doug Fink
William Fitch Warren Greatbatch Robert W. Grzywacz  John A. Gummo
Michael Havron Michael Hegedus John Helduser Stephen Hunter
Dave Johnson Victor V. Kidd Larry Knepper Michael Koch
Keith A. Kreider Craig Kumler William Larduskey George P. Lind
Richard C. Lind Brad Lowans lan Macfacdyen Ken McCorry
Craig M. Miller Michael Moore Roger Moose Bob Morningstar
Bradford Paulson Edwin Rappe Virginia Regi Ruth N. Rode
John Rogalski Robert J. Savino Tom & Hilde Simco  Robert Smith

Ann R. Sparrough Dennis Straub Rick Taube Gene & Deborah Tucker
Richard Ullery William Vantuono Bill Weidemann Dan Wesoloski
John F. Wheeler Brian Wolfe David Wood Terrill L. Woolsey
John S. Yoder John Zidik Larry Zilch

* - All donors listed represent donations received between April 22, 2024 and May 21, 2024. Donations received after
May 21 will be reported in the July 2024 issue due to press time constraints.

The 2024 Campaign runs until Sept. 30, 2024. You may donate online (credit card and Paypal accepted) at the FEBT
Company Store, https://store.febt.org/donate. If you prefer to send a check or money order payable to FEBT, address it
to:

Karen Bulman

FEBT Fundraising Treasurer
P.O. Box 43063

Cincinnati, OH 45243

FEBT is a designated 501(c)(3) organization and donations are tax-deductible in the U.S.

Thank you for your generous support! — Karen Bulman and Dave Bulman

MEMBERSHIP BOX SCORE
The Friends of the East Broad Top
membership is up to
2154
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MAY VOLUNTEERS

The following members volunteered in April in Rockhill Furnace, Robertsdale, and/or with the track crew. Thanks to all
FEBT volunteers for their dedicated efforts to preserve, restore, and interpret the EBT.

Bill Adams

Don Bayer
Victor Booth
Jane Clarke
Craig Confair
Don Dusza

Al Gallo

David Hart
Steve Jackson
Kenneth Kelly
Doug Linebaugh
Ray McFalls
Hans Plugge
Julie Rockwell
Russ Semen
Roger Stier
Andy Van Scyoc
Jim Witmer
Charlie Wootton

Jacob Anderson
Lawrence Biemiller
Dave Bulman

Pete Clarke

Chris Connacher
Dave Ebright

Charles Geletzke, Jr.

Tom Hesketh
Steve Jacobs
Eric Knepp
Mathew Malkiewicz
Joel Myers
John Quinn
Justin Santichen
Jim Seville
John Thompson
Mike Wahler
Brian Wolfe
Adam Wright

Don Barton Jr.
Ben Bilott

Roy Burnham
Kevin Cogan
Van Cresswell
Jack Fornadley
Bobby Goldby
Charlie High
lan Jenner

Ed Kompare
Eddie Martin
Kevin Nolish
Mark Reese
Tim Schindele
Owen Smithmyer
Gene Tucker
John Widmeyer
Connie Wolfe

Stacey Batovsky
Vonny Boarts
Dave Capp

Jim Colby
Ralph Davison
Larry Fuchs
Dave Hart

Cliff Howell
Dave Johnson
Daniel Lane
Margie McFalls
Tom Perman
Bill Reynolds
Dan Schmidt
Blair Stewart
Lamar Tyson
Scarlett Wirt
Terry Wolfe

FEBT 2024 CAMPAIGN REACHES MAJOR NEW MILESTONES

The FEBT Campaign reached new heights in May. The current $284,159 Campaign total exceeded the final 2023
Campaign total of 270,775, establishing a new high for our annual campaigns. And we still have four months to go!
Also, with the current total, the FEBT Campaign has now raised over $1 million since the launch of the East Broad Top
Foundation on February 14, 2020. These amazing accomplishments are solely the result of our generous, dedicated
donors. Thank you for your continued support.

What has been done with the $1 million that has been donated? Over the past 4 years FEBT has expended over $700,000
preserving and restoring the EBT. These expenditures include $252,000 spent in Rockhill Furnace, $216,000 on the
March to Saltillo, $96,000 in Robertsdale, and $136,000 for the EBT Archives. We also have over $300,000 committed
for active projects including Saltillo Station, the 2024 Archives, the March to Saltillo, Pogue Bridge, and 15°s tender. This
means that all of your donations since the rebirth of the EBT have either been expended to preserve and restore the EBT
or are committed to on-going projects to do so. Your continuing support of the FEBT Campaign will directly support
additional efforts to preserve and restore the East Broad Top RR.

Working in partnership with the EBTF and with the dedication of our FEBT volunteers, these funds have resulted in
amazing progress. In Rockhill the carpenter shop, store house, and car shop have been restored, the coal tipple dump shed
has been rebuilt, and new roofs installed on the machine and boiler shops. The March to Saltillo has rebuilt over three
quarters of a mile of track south of Rockhill including the installation of over 2000 ties, with more than 3000 additional
ties and other materials on hand to continue the march south. The Robertsdale old post office/museum has a new roof,
HVAC and security systems, and the Robertsdale depot also has a new roof. The EBTRR Archives and Special
Collections has gone from its formation in 2021 to become a “leader in the field” of protecting, preserving, and providing
access to historic railroad archives. Since its inception Archives accomplishments include making 3,447 items available
for free public access, the preservation and digitization of drawings essential to the restoration of steam engines Nos. 16
and 15, and adding 75 donated collections into the Archives holdings. — Dave and Karen Bulman
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MAY CAMPAIGN ACCOMPLISHMENTS

May saw more amazing progress enabled by your generosity. The March to Saltillo really took off this month with over
1500 feet of track assembled reachlng the approximate halfway point to Jordan Summlt New roofs were installed on the

/ Rockhill Furnace machine
shop by Covert Roofing.
The Archives team
continued to add to the
publicly available content
including 41 new images
from the David Johnson
Collection [FEBT.2023.1]
and four Interstate
Commerce Commission
Valuation Field Notebooks
[EBTF.2023.22] covering
Buildings, Bridges, Branch
lines, and the Main
containing a total of 986
pages. All of this was
funded by FEBT Campaign
donations.

Thank you!

Above: Newly
built trackage
extending south
from Route 475
funded by the
2024 FEBT
Campaign. The
Silver Surfer
hasn’t been here
in many decades.
— Dave Bulman
photo.

Right: New roofs
being installed on
the Rockhill
Furnace Machine
Shop. — Dave
Bulman photo.
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Above: The new roofs got a workout a few
days after installation during a spring
thunderstorm. All was dry inside the shop. —
Dave Bulman photo.

Left: A page from the ICC Valuation
Buildings Field Notebooks showing details of
the Robertsdale Engine House. — EBT
Archives Collection

The 2024 Annual Campaign runs until Sept. 30,
2024. Remaining 2024 donations will be targeted to
support the March to Saltillo. You may donate online
(credit card and Paypal accepted) at the FEBT
Company Store, https://store.febt.org/donate. If you
prefer to send a check or money order payable to
FEBT, address it to:

Karen Bulman, FEBT Fundraising Treasurer
P.O. Box 43063
Cincinnati, OH 45243.

FEBT is a designated 501(c)(3) organization and

donations are tax-deductible in the U.S. — Karen and
Dave Bulman

June 2024
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Date Host Event

June 8 RTM Johnstown Trolley Day

June 8 FEBT Archives Day

June 15, 16 FEBT Rockhill Work Session

June 15 FEBT Youth Work Session

July 6,7 FEBT Rockhill Work Session

July 21 RTM National Ice Cream Day

July 27, 28 FEBT Rockhill Work Session

August 3 RTM York Railways 163 Day

August 10 FEBT Archives Day

August 17, 18 FEBT Rockhill Work Session

August 17, 18 BTACMHS  Robertsdale Community Days

September 12, 13, 14, 15 EBT Central Pennsylvania Ragtime & American Music Festival

September 14, 15 FEBT Rockhill Work Session

September 16-20 FEBT Rockhill Fall Work Week

October 4,5, 6 FEBT FEBT Fall Reunion

October 5 RTM Fall Spectacular

October 12, 13, 19, 20, 26, 27 EBT PEANUTS Great Pumpkin Patch Express

October 26, 27 FEBT Rockhill Work Session

November 29, 30 EBT Christmas in Coal Country

December 1, 6-8, 13-15, 20-22 EBT Christmas in Coal Country

Hosts: FEBT Friends of the East Broad Top www.febt.org

EBT East Broad Top Railroad www.eastbroadtop.com
RTM Rockhill Trolley Museum www.rockhilltrolley.org
BTACMHS Broad Top Area Coal Miners Historical Society broadtopminersmuseum.com

UPCOMING ROCKHILL FURNACE VOLUNTEER SESSIONS

The next Rockhill volunteer session will take place Saturday and Sunday, June 15" and 16'". Please consider coming out
for one or more of the sessions to help us continue to preserve and restore the East Broad Top. If you are interested in
participating in the Rockhill Furnace volunteer sessions including track work, and are not on the current signup
distribution, please contact Charlie Wootton, the Rockhill Furnace volunteer coordinator, at rhrestoration@febt.org .

If you have questions about volunteering, or have suggestions for our volunteer recruiting efforts, please email me at
volunteer@febt.org. — Dave Bulman

FEBT MUSEUM SCHEDULE

Standard tourist season hours began on Saturday, May 4. Operating hours will be Saturdays, 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM.

Library Days: June 15, July 20, August 17,
September 21, October 4, October 19

Archives Days: June 8, August 10
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ABOUT THIS ORGANIZATION

Friends of the East Broad Top, Inc. (FEBT) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, historical, and educational society dedicated to the
preservation, restoration, and interpretation of the East Broad Top Railroad National Historic Landmark in Huntingdon
County, Pennsylvania. It was organized in 1983 and now boasts over 2,100 members. FEBT publishes an award-winning
magazine, Timber Transfer, and a monthly e-newsletter, and operates a museum in Robertsdale PA, the EBT's southern
terminus. See febt.org/ for more information.

Tom Perman, Craig Confair, and Mark Reese install siding on the Car Shop north doors. — Dave Bulman photo.

ABOUT THIS NEWSLETTER

The Friends of the East Broad Top Newsletter is a monthly digital-only periodical. Started in 2020, it is intended to keep
members and donors apprised of what the organization has done and will be doing. The FEBT Newsletter is distributed
by email to the current list of members and donors, and is a privilege of contributing to the FEBT’s cause of preserving,
restoring, and interpreting the East Broad Top Railroad for current and future generations. The editor can be contacted at
Newsletter@febt.org. Previous issues of the FEBT Newsletter may be found at febt.org/newsletter. Press time for
information submitted is 8:00 PM Eastern time on the 25" of each month. Events occurring after the 25", such as
donations and memberships, will be considered part of the following month’s information.
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