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The Carpentry Shop has come a long way over the last year and a half of FEBT 

restoration efforts.  The lean-to is now complete structurally. ï Dave Bulman photo 
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ROCKHILL LATE APRIL WORK SESSION NOTES  
 

The second work session in April was 

held on the 23rd and 24th of the month.  

Four ongoing projects were the 

weekend focus.  The track crew gave 

their attention to readying trackage in 

Three Springs for handcar usage over 

Memorial Day weekend, and 

continued bolt work on Track 3 in the 

Rockhill yard (see separate article on 

Page 9).  The roofing and southeast 

side of the Carpentry Shop lean-to was 

completed with only the southwest 

side remaining to be finished in May.  

Window repair for various shop 

buildings continued within the 

workspace now available in the 

Carpentry Shop.  EBT Combine 14 

received the rest of the attention over 

the weekend.  Work on the car 

included completion of passenger seat 

back disassembly and the start of 

assessment of needed work and 

materials for reassembly and 

reupholstering, completion of window 

sash fitting, the start of window 

hardware installation, installation of 

the last clerestory windows, continued 

restoration on the first of the four 

baggage doors, and some attention to 

the coal stove. ï Dave Bulman and 

Eric Knepp 

  

Mark Reese and Dave Dietz sculpt a batten strip for the southeast Carpentry 

Shop lean-to door.  ï  Eric Knepp photo. 

Above:  The disassembled components of the passenger seats for EBT 

Combine 14.  The seats have been carefully documented during disassembly 

and samples of the upholstery materials will help inform the selection of 

currently available materials for reupholstering.  ï Eric Knepp photo. 

Left:  Cleaned and polished window hardware has been freshly installed in 

the EBT Combine 14 passenger section.  ï Eric Knepp photo. 
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MAY PROGRESS IN ROBERTSDALE  

Well, letôs see.  The security system was installed a month ago.  In that time, we have had the monitoring center call us 

once and the State Police call once.  Only once each.  Both times were false alarms that we caused by not being careful as 

we got used to the system.  So, it seems to me that we are doing pretty well!  Itôs amazing how many deer walk down 

Main Street. 

 

FEBT member Frank 

Benenati has completed 

his work in restoring the 

Mine 5 model that Ron 

Pearson made years ago.  

Not only did Frank restore 

the modeling, he also built 

a support stand for it and 

put a protective plexiglass 

cover on it.  Itôs in the 

museum and well lighted.  

Several folks have already 

commented that it really 

helps them understand the 

remains that we see on our 

walking tour. 

 

Youôll see a picture of our 

new polo shirt in this issue 

of the newsletter.  Itôs a 

winner; looks great, feels 

great.  Folks, this is only 

available at the museum.  

You cannot order them 

through the company 

store.  The museum does 

not offer mail order sales.  

So come visit the museum 

and get yours! 

 

On June 11, Julie Rockwell (EBTF archivist, and volunteer museum host) along with Juniata College summer 2022 intern 

Brian Standfest will bring some of the cool materials discovered as part of the archives project.  They intend to bring 

some maps and drawings of the Robertsdale area and other items of interest from the EBT Common Carrier Era (1856-

1960).  These will be on display at the museum for this one day only in June.  Julie hopes to have an ñArchives Dayò once 

per month at the museum.  As of right now the dates planned are, 6/11, 7/16, 8/6, and 9/10. (Sheôll bring different items 

each time.)  Weôll confirm each of those dates in that monthôs newsletter.  Always wanted to see some of the EBT 

archival materials that have never been seen by the public? Hereôs your chance to see some of it long before the archives 

facility gets set up. 

 

On May 12-14 (and they are working again as I write this on May 20), Friar Tuck and Steve Jackson lead the track work 

crew to Robertsdale.  Massive progress has been made.  We can now run the handcar all the way out to (and a little bit 

beyond) the site of the Mine 5 tipple and the water tank.  Thatôs about a half mile thatôs now available, usable track.  If 

you never have been able to understand how the EBT could have just rolled hoppers from the tipples to the track scale, 

come work the handcar up to Mine 5.  It looks flat, but itôs not.  Note how much the host has to use the brakes to prevent it 

from coming screaming back down to the Company Square. 

Ron Pearson poses with the model of Rockhill Iron & Coal Co. Mine #5 on May 14, 

2022 at the FEBT Museum.  Ron had previously built the model, and it was recently 

restored by Frank Benenati. ï Jane Clarke photo 
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Last I heard the Miners Museum still plans to re-open (back in the 

Reality Theater location) this summer.  Come spend a Saturday this 

summer and visit both museums in Robertsdale! 

 

Robertsdale: itôs worth your time to visit.  Thereôs lots to see and do, 

so be sure to allow plenty of time for your visit.  

ï Pete Clarke 

 

  

Left:  The new FEBT Museum polo shirts are available for 

purchase at the museum. ï Pete Clarke photo 

Below:  The FEBT Track Crew makes progress on the nearly half 

mile of EBT main line they have made passible for hand car rides, 

working south from the Company Square.  ï Eric Knepp photo 


